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ADAMS COUNTY 
Ceylon Bridge (kr) Wabash River 162 
Pleasant Mills Br. (ef) St. Marys River 163 


BARTHOLOMEW COUNTY 
Clifty Bridge (fu) Clifty Creek 49 

© Lowell Bridge (mp) Driftwood River 50 
Tanneyhill Bridge (ke) Driftwood River 51 


BROWN COUNTY 
Bean Blossom Bridge (as) Bean Blossom Creek 47 
Brown County Park Bridge (ed) Salt Creek 48 


CARROLL COUNTY 
Adams Mill Bridge (gh) Wild Cat Creek 176 
© Cutler Bridge (gg) Wild Cat Creek 177 
Lancaster Bridge (gt) Wild Cat Creek 178 
©) Pyrmont Bridge (hk )Wild Cat Creek 179 


CLAY COUNTY 
© Jordan Creek Bridge (mp) Jordan Creek 143 


DEARBORN COUNTY 
® Guilford Bridge (e) E. Fk., Tanner’s Creek 11 
4 Logan Creek Bridge (ew) Logan Creek 65 


DECATUR COUNTY 
Westport Bridge (kt) Sand Creek 17 


DE KALB COUNTY 
Cedar Chapel Bridge (ag) Cedar Creek 168 
Coburn Bridge (ac) St. Joe River 165 
Dill’s Bridge (ad) St. Joe River 166 
Houlton Bridge (fk) Fish Creek 167 


DUBOIS COUNTY 
Kessner’s Bridge (ed) Patoka River 29 
© Postlewaite Bridge (ew) Patoka River 30 


FAYETTE COUNTY 
Longwood Bridge (bw) Williams Creek 197 


FOUNTAIN COUNTY 
Cade’s Mill Bridge (en) Coal Creek 183 
Rob Roy Bridge (ka) Big Shawnee Creek 182 
Wallace Bridge (ck) Sugar Mill Creek 185 


FRANKLIN COUNTY 
Etter Bridge (ek) Clear Fork, Pipe Creek 61 
Fairfield Bridge (bn) E.Fk., Whitewater River 66 
Hamburg Bridge (bu) Little Salt Creek 60 
©) Hawkins Bridge (cb) Little Salt Creek 155 
© Haymond Bridge (er) Br., Pipe Creek 62 
Lower Blue Creek Bridge (dh) Blue Creek 63 
© Mt. Carmel Bridge (dp) Big Cedar Creek 156 
Snow Hill Bridge (fw) Johnson’s Fork 157 
Stockheughter Br. (ed) Salt Creek 59 
Upper Blue Creek Bridge (fh) Blue Creek 64 


GIBSON COUNTY 
Moore Bridge (dg) Patoka River 34 
Old Red Bridge (bt) Big Bayou Creek 33 
Wheeling Bridge (dh) Patoka River 35 


GRANT COUNTY 
Cumberland Bridge (n) Mississinewa River 174 


GREENE COUNTY 
() Old River Bridge (gc) W.Fk., White River 37 
Richland Creek Bridge (f) Richland Creek 36 


© MOVED. 
¢ ABANDONED 


HAMILTON COUNTY 

() Cicero Bridge (bs) Little Cicero Creek 189 

© Eller-Heady Bridge (kh) W. Fk., White River 191 
Potter’s Bridge (fm) W. Fk., White River 190 


HOWARD COUNTY 
@ Vermont Bridge (bw) Wild Cat Creek 175 


JACKSON COUNTY 
Bell’s Ford Bridge (sc) E. Fk., White River 20 
Ewing Bridge (bn) E. Fk., White River 22 
Medora Bridge (un) E. Fk., White River 23 
Shieldstown Bridge (fe) E. Fk., White River 21 


JENNINGS COUNTY 
James Bridge (ew) Graham Creek 19 
Scipio Bridge (bh) Sand Creek 18 


LAKE COUNTY 
Crown Point Bridge (x-1) Gulley 180 


LAWRENCE COUNTY 

() The Red Bridge (dp) Salt Creek 25 
Tunnelton Bridge (ce) E. Fk., White River 24 
Williams Bridge (gm) E. Fk., White River 26 


MARION COUNTY 

“) Buck Creek Bridge (an) Buck Creek 70 

©) Indian Lake Bridge (bre) Indian Creek 193 

© Mud Creek Bridge (brd) Mud Creek 192 

©) Southport Bridge (af) Little Buck Creek 71 

® Traders Point Bridge (che) Fishback Creek 73 
() White River Bridge (awa) W. Fk., White River 72 


MONROE COUNTY 

() Church Bridge (da) Bean Blossom Creek 46 
Cutright Bridge (gh) Salt Creek 43 
Fairfax Bridge (gb) Salt Creek 41 
Goodman Bridge (ga) Salt Creek 40 

© Harrodsburg Bridge (fw) Clear Creek 39 
Johnson Bridge (cr) Bean Blossom Creek 44 
McMillan Bridge (ce) Bean Blossom Creek 45 
Nancy Jane Bridge (gm) Salt Creek 42 


MONTGOMERY COUNTY 
Darlington Bridge (ce) Sugar Creek 188 
Deer’s Mill Bridge (x-1) Sugar Creek 186 
Harshbarger Bridge (pr-c) Big Raccoon Creek 79 
© Yountsville Bridge (hm) Sugar Creek 187 


MORGAN COUNTY 
©) Brooklyn Bridge (fk) White Lick Creek 150 


OWEN COUNTY 
Cataract Falls Bridge (as) Mill Creek 145 
©) Croy Mill Bridge (aw) Mill Creek 146 
Freedom Bridge (fr) W. Fk., White River 38 
(©) Gosport Bridge (m-c) W. Fk., White River 144 


PARKE COUNTY 
Adams Bridge (nb) Little Raccoon Creek 109 
Beeson Bridge (nw) Roaring Creek 86 
Big Rocky Fork Bridge (ah) Big Rocky Fork 128 
Billie Creek Bridge (fw) Williams Creek 111 
Bowsher Ford Bridge (rh) Mill Creek 95 
Bridgeton Bridge (bt) Big Raccoon Creek 125 

@® Catlin Bridge (er) Sunderland Creek 116 
Coal Creek Bridge (rb) Coal Creek 96 
Conley’s Ford Bridge (ba) Big Raccoon Creek 126 
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Cox Ford Bridge (sg) Sugar Creek 88 
Crooks Bridge (f) Little Raccoon Creek 112 
Delp Bridge (su) Sugar Mill Creek 184 

© Dooley Station Bridge (mb) Little Raccoon Cr. 84 
Harry Evans Bridge (dn) Rock Run 120 
Jackson Bridge (ps) Sugar Creek 91 
Jeffries Ford Bridge (be) Big Raccoon Creek 124 
Jessup Bridge (ca) Little Raccoon Creek 119 
Leatherwood Sta. Br. (pb) Leatherwood Creek 108 
McAllister Bridge (eu) Little Raccoon Creek 113 
Mansfield Bridge (gb) Big Raccoon Creek 127 
Marshall Bridge (rd) Rush Creek 92 
Mecca Bridge (ec) Big Raccoon Creek 103 
Melcher Bridge (pe) Leatherwood Creek 106 

©) Moore Bridge (mh) S. Fk., Little Raccoon Creek 85 
Narrows Bridge (sm) Sugar Creek 87 
Neet Bridge (fm) Little Raccoon Creek 114 
Nevins Bridge (c) Little Raccoon Creek 115 
Phillips Bridge (ea) Big Pond Creek 105 

@ Portland Mills Bridge (kg) Big Raccoon Creek 83 
Red Bridge (ce) Big Raccoon Creek 123 
Roseville Bridge (cw) Big Raccoon Creek 121 
Rush Creek Bridge (rc) Rush Creek 93 
Russell Bridge (x-2) Square Rock Branch 90 
Sim Smith Bridge (eg) Leatherwood Creek 104 
State Sanitorium Br. (x-1) Little Raccoon Cr. 110 
Thorpe Ford Bridge (cd) Big Raccoon Creek 122 
Tow Path Bridge (ra) Mill Creek 94 

C) Weisner’s Brook Bridge (ds) Weisner’s Brook 118 
West Union Bridge (pr) Sugar Creek 107 
Wilkins Mill Bridge (sh) Sugar Mill Creek 89 
Zacke Cox Bridge (dp) Rock Run 117 


PIKE COUNTY 
Pikeville Bridge (rs) Patoka River 31 


PUTNAM COUNTY 
O Barnard Bridge (ce) Big Walnut Creek 74 
Black Bridge (gf) Big Walnut Creek 133 
Clinton Falls Bridge (fh) Little Walnut Creek 130 
'@) Clodfelter Bridge (af) Big Raccoon Creek 82 
Cornstalk Bridge (bd) Cornstalk Creek 80 
County Line Bridge (rn-c) Mill Creek 147 
Craft Bridge (nb) Deer Creek 139 
Craple Bridge (na) Croy’s Creek 141 
Dick Huffman Bridge (mw) Big Walnut Creek 140 
Dickerson Bridge (cu) Big Walnut Creek 75 
Dunbar Bridge (fu) Big Walnut Creek 131 
Eccles Bridge (pw) Mill Creek 148 
Edna Collins Bridge (fn) Little Walnut Creek 129 
Hillis Bridge (cn) Big Walnut Creek 78 
Houck Bridge (hc) Big Walnut Creek 136 
Manhattan Bridge (mu) Deer Creek 138 
Oakalla Bridge (gu) Big Walnut Creek 135 
Parker Bridge (pd-c) Mill Creek 149 
Pine Bluff Bridge (cw) Big Walnut Creek 76 
Putnamville Bridge (nf) Deer Creek 137 
Rolling Stone Bridge (ua) Big Walnut Creek 77 
Ruark Bridge (gc) Little Walnut Creek 134 
© Waterworks Bridge (kf) Big Walnut Creek 132 
© William Meyers Bridge (p) Big Raccoon Creek 81 


RANDOLPH COUNTY 
*Emmetsville Bridge (bk) Mississinewa River 161 
Wright Bridge (kb) W. Fk., White River 160 


RIPLEY COUNTY 

O Ballstown Bridge (mb) Br. Laughery Creek 58 
Busching Bridge (cp) Laughery Creek 15 
High Bridge Park Bridge (ds) Laughery Creek 13 
Otter Creek Bridge (ep) Otter Creek 16 
Pipe Stem Bridge (fa) Ripley Creek 12 

© Purcell Bridge (fe) Laughery Creek 14 


RUSH COUNTY 


O Arlington Bridge (hd) Little Blue River 68 


oO Circleville Bridge (rc) Big Flat Rock River 154 
Conn’s Creek Bridge (kg) Conn’s Creek 153 
Ferree Bridge (nk) Br., Little Flat Rock 56 
Forsythe Bridge (kn) Big Flat Rock River 55 
Moscow Bridge (pd) Big Flat Rock River 54 
Norris Ford Bridge (ft) Big Flat Rock River 195 
Offutt’s Ford Bridge (gn) Little Blue River 67 
Perkins Corner Bridge (md) Little Flat Rock R. 57 

© Raleigh Bridge (ca) Big Flat Rock River 196 
Smith Bridge (fk) Big Flat Rock River 194 

©) Swain’s Mill Bridge (hk) Little Blue River 69 


SHELBY COUNTY 

O Brandywine Bridge (eu) Middle Fk., Lewis Cr. 53 
Cedar Ford Bridge (dn) Little Blue River 152 
Lewiscreek Bridge (hb) Lewis Creek 52 

© Vine Street Bridge (kt) Little Blue River 151 


SPENCER COUNTY 
Huffman Mills Bridge (kw-c) Anderson River 27 
Shoals Bridge (m-c) Anderson River 28 


UNION COUNTY 
Brownsville Bridge (ag) E. Fk., Whitewater R. 198 
© College Corner Bridge (ck-c) Four Mile Creek 200 
Dunlapsville Bridge (dm) E.Fk., Whitewater R. 199 


VERMILLION COUNTY 
Chunn Ford Bridge (ar) Brouillettes Creek 102 
Eugene Bridge (em) Vermillion River 97 

'@) Fairview Park Bridge (bk) Norton Creek 100 
Hillsdale Bridge (cm) Little Raccoon Creek 99 
Newport Bridge (ea) Little Vermillion River 98 
S Hill Bridge (ba) Brouillettes Creek 101 


VIGO COUNTY ¢ 
Honey Creek Bridge (gk) Honey Creek 142 


WABASH COUNTY 
Dora Bridge (dp) Salamonie River 173 

©) Laketon Bridge (bm) Eel River 171 

O Liberty Mills Bridge (mr) Eel River 169 
North Manchester Bridge (ck) Eel River 170 
Roann Bridge (b) Eel River 172 


WARREN COUNTY 
©) Pine Creek Bridge (cu) Pine Creek 181 


WARRICK COUNTY 
©) Millersburg Bridge (k) Pigeon Creek 32 


WAYNE COUNTY 
Brannon Bridge (xx) E. Fk., Whitewater R. 158 
Mitchell Bridge (gt) Noland’s Fork 159 
WELLS COUNTY 
Cover Bridge (bu) Wabash River 164 
*Emmetsville Bridge was incorrectly named in text 
as Stuebenville Bridge, another covered span which 
was once located nearby. 
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PROLOGUE 


On the Banks of the Wabash. The theme of this volume is 
truly expressed in Indiana’s state song. Watch the reflection of 
the moon in the quiet waters of the Wabash; stroll through its 
covered bridges; or try to capture with brush or camera the 
seasonal beauty of Indiana’s beloved stream; then one will appre- 
ciate anew the joy of living. Turn again to these pages and see 
a beauty that words and pictures cannot express, then one will 
sincerely know that Indiana rightly deserves its place in America, 
the Beautiful. 


INDIANA 


The word, ‘Indiana’, was first used as a name for a triangu- 
lar tract of land containing approximately 5,000 square miles 
which is now included in the state of West Virginia. This tract 
was given by the Six Nations of Iroquois Indians to the Indiana 
Land Company in about the year 1778. The grant was made as 
an indemnity in settlement of a claim for goods which had been 
taken by a war party of Indians. The state of Virginia later re- 
fused to recognize the transaction, and in 1798 Indiana ceased to 
exist. The name was used again two years later when the North- 
west Territory was divided. The tract that was at that time given 
the name, Indiana Territory, extended from Ohio to the Missis- 
sippi River, and north to Canada. During the following sixteen 
years the boundaries were changed many times. Indiana was 
admitted to the Union on December 11, 1816. 


The territory now known as Indiana was first explored by 
LaSalle, in 1679, and the first permanent settlement was made 
at Vincennes in 1731. The French controlled the territory until 
1760, and the English were in control until 1783. 


Indiana was organized as a territory in 1800 and became 
the sixteenth state of the Union in 1816. The first capital was 
located at Vincennes from 1800 until 1813; the capital was lo- 
cated at Corydon from 1813 until 1825; and was transferred to 
Indianapolis in the latter part of 1825. 


The seal of the state of Indiana bears the following design: 
“A forest and a woodman felling a tree, a buffalo fleeing through 
the plain to a distant forest, and the sun setting in the west, 


pe aries 


with the word ‘Indiana’. 


The General Assembly of 1917 adopted a state banner of 
the following design: The field of the banner is blue with nine- 
teen stars and a flaming torch in gold or buff. Thirteen stars are 
arranged in an outer circle and represent the Original Thirteen 
States; five stars in a half circle below the torch and inside the 
outer circle of stars represent the states admitted prior to Indiana; 
and the nineteenth star, larger than the others, represents Indiana 
and is placed above the flame of the torch. The outer circle of 
the stars is so arranged that one star appears directly in the 
middle at the top of the circle. The word, “Indiana”, is placed 
in a half circle over and above the star representing Indiana and 
midway between it and the star in the center above it. Rays 
are shown radiating from the torch to the three stars on each side 
of the star in the upper center of the circle. (Acts, 1917, page 346) 


The tulip tree (yellow poplar) is one of the most stately 
and beautiful trees, with a flower that is also beautiful, and appro- 
priate for a state flower; therefore the flower of the tulip tree 
has been adopted as the state flower of the state of Indiana. 

(Acts, 1923, page 105) 


The part of the act referring to the flower of the tulip tree 
was later repealed. The zinnia has since been recognized as 
the state flower. 


The song entitled, “On the Banks of the Wabash, Far Away,” 
words and music by Paul Dresser, has been adopted as the state 
song of Indiana. (Acts, 1913, page 693) 


From Indiana Historical Bureau 


“Indiana 1779-1929” 
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THE OLD COVERED BRIDGE 


The old covered bridge at the foot of the hill, 
Dilapidated, weather-beaten, standing still, 
Spanning the river deep and wide 

That winds its way through the countryside, 
Is self-supported from pier to pier, 

And carries the traffic of the road each year. 


Its loose floor clatters with the traffic speed; 
Each approach gives warning, “Do not exceed!”’ 
With the height and width and total weight, 
Along with the notice, “Do not mutilate!” 

Yet carved on its sides, some dimmed by years, 
Are dates, and names of pioneers. 


Belief in the legend still going around 

Where old covered bridges are yet to be found, 
Boys haven’t ceased to covet the wish 

As they sit beneath the bridge and fish, 

That they might be able to tempt or bribe 
And capture that giant of the finny tribe. 


Old covered bridges of former days 

That chanced to be on modern highways, 

Have been removed, and thus from the scene 

The graphic old landmark of canvas and screen 
Will no more be seen from hilltop or ridge 

In the picturesque view of the old covered bridge. 


From “Rambling Rhymes” 
by Otis Shirk, 


Muncie, Indiana 
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“ON THE BYWAY” 


GUILFORD BRIDGE 


E. Fk., Tanner’s Creek (e€) Dearborn County 


East edge of 
GUILFORD 


Built 1879 by A. M. Kennedy & Sons 
Length 104’ plus 7’ overhang at each end 
Width 17’-9” Height 12’-9” 
Shingle Roof 

Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 6 Tons 
Burr Arch 
Photographed Sept. 7, 1941, 1:30 P. M. 
West Portal 


A feature unique in covered bridge construction is the floor 
covered with wood-paving blocks. The Kennedy characteristics, 
the distinctive portal arch, and the typical cornice blocks are plain- 
ly visible. Evidence of the scrolls on the portals may still be seen 
through several coats of paint. 

Before the advent of motor trucks, Guilford was noted as a 
cattle-shipping center. Grain and hay were also prominent pro- 
ducts of this section of Indiana. Wagons could be seen lined up 
along the roads, awaiting their turns to be unloaded. 

An old stone church, East Fork Methodist by name, is lo- 
cated 1.4 miles north of Guilford on State Route 1 which now 
passes at the rear of the sanctuary. This church has served the 
community since 1818. 

In the early 1800’s, Guilford was the northern terminus of 
a horse-drawn railroad, which was started at Lawrenceburg and 
was supposed to continue on to Chicago. 
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PIPE STEM BRIDGE 


Ripley Creek (fa) Ripley County 
1.5 miles N. of 
PIERCEVILLE 

then Left 0.7 mile, then Right 1.1 miles 


Built 1889 by Philip Ensminger 
Length 59’ plus 5’ overhang at each end 
Width 15’-3” Height 14’ 
Shingle Roof 
Concrete Abutments and Pier 
22’ Concrete Ramp at South End 
One Span Load Limit 6000 Ibs. 
Howe Truss 
Photographed Apr. 22, 1946, 9:10 A. M. 
South Portal 


The bridge derived its name from the iron pipes on which 
it was originally built. The topography and the nearness of the 
stream to the hill at the north made this type of construction 
necessary. In 1922, a concrete ramp was built to provide a wider 
channel under the bridge and thus take care of spring freshets 
and floods. 

Many ghost stories have been told in connection with Pipe 
Stem Bridge. Charles Osier relates that many of the neighbor- 
hood children were thus frightened and were afraid to walk 
through the structure. 

The community came to be known as Prattsburg, taking its 
name from a Mr. Pratt, one of the early pioneers. In the early 
1800’s, Mr. Pratt settled here on three sections of land which 
he purchased from the United States Government. 

William Campbell’s mail should reach him in fine condition. 
His mail box is well protected inside the bridge. 
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HIGH BRIDGE PARK BRIDGE 


Laughery Creek (ds) Ripley County 
On State Route 350, 0.6 miles W. of 
DELAWARE 
then Left 1.1 miles, then Right 1.8 miles 


Built 1884 by Thomas Hardman 
Length 116’ plus 5’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 13-6” 
Sheet Metal Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit Not Given 
Howe Truss 
Photographed Apr. 22, 1946, 9:45 A. M. 
East Portal 


This bridge is in a very secluded spot but a search for it 
will be amply repaid by the enjoyment of the beautiful drive just 
east of High Bridge. Photographs were not made until after 
the war. The author did not wish to take chances of being fired 
upon by the armed guards who were stationed on the railroad 
trestle nearby. According to Viola Toph, an earlier bridge on the 
railroad was burned by the Morgan Raiders. 

The covered bridge has also been known as the Watson- 
Skeen Bridge. It derived this name from the early settlers. The 
land near here was purchased from the United States Govern- 
ment for $1.25 an acre. It is now owned by A. M. Erhardt, direct 
descendent of the original purchaser. A square of flat rocks may 
still be seen in the Erhardt yard where straw was piled. This 
served as a bed for the early pioneers. 
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PURCELL BRIDGE 


Laughery Creek (fe) Ripley County 
1.0 mile N.E. of 
VERSAILLES 


Built 1881 by Philip Ensminger 
Length 129’ plus 3’ overhang at each end 
Width 15’-6” Height 13’ 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 6 Tons 
Howe Truss 
Photographed Apr. 22, 1946, 11:10 A.M. 
West Portal 


An excellent view of this covered bridge may be obtained 
from the high elevation of Versailles State Park. Plans are 
under way to build a dam on Laughery Creek and create a rec- 
reation lake. Whether or not this lake will flood Purcell Bridge 
is not yet definitely known. 

Versailles was one of the towns on the route of the Morgan 
Raid. A marker on the east lawn of the courthouse commemorates 
that exciting event. This bridge had not yet been built; other- 
wise, like many other similar landmarks, it too may have been 
destroyed by the raiders’ torch. One common method for quick 
destruction was to kindle a bridge with piles of dry cornstalks. 

On the night of September 14, 1897 five criminals were 
hanged by the citizens of Ripley County. The elm tree near 
Cliff Hill Cemetery was soon destroyed by souvenir hunters, so 
the famous Hanging Tree is no more. 
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BUSCHING BRIDGE 


Laughery Creek (cp) Ripley County 
1.0 mile E. of 
VERSAILLES 


Built 1885 by Thomas Hardman 
Length 176’ plus 4’ overhang at each end 
Width 15’-6” Height 16’-6” 
Sheet Metal Roof (over shingles) 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit Not Given 
Howe Truss 
Photographed Apr. 22, 1946, 10:35 A.M. 
Kast Portal 


“Until death do us part”. The old covered bridge has guided 
many a happy couple across Laughery Creek and up the hill 
to Tyson Temple. The quiet beauty of this lovely shrine; its blue- 
tinted ceiling studded with gilded stars; its clear-panelled win- 
dows; all add reverence to those sacred vows. The cast aluminum 
spire is another unusual detail quite in keeping with the beauty 
of the interior. 

The church, high school building, and library were all given 
to the community by James H. Tyson, a former resident of Ver- 
sailles. Visitors come from many States to place their names in 
the guest-book at the temple. 

In 1930, U. S. Highway 50 was relocated and it now enters 
Versailles from the southeast through a deep cut in the rocky 
hill. However, the old road through the covered bridge is still 
open to those who wish to take “the longest way around”. 
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OTTER CREEK BRIDGE 


Otter Creek (ep) Ripley County 


0.8 mile W. of 
HOLTON 
then Right 1.2 miles 


Built 1884 by Thomas Hardman 
Length 112’ plus 4’ overhang at each end 
Width 15’-6” Height 12’-6” 
Sheet Metal Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit Not Given 
Howe Truss 
Photographed May 16, 1943, 11:30 A.M. 
East Portal 


One of the most picturesque settings for a covered bridge 
is to be found northwest of Holton. The structure itself is beauti- 
ful in its simplicity and its east portal is framed by two stately 
elms. In the spring, dogwood trees and redbuds seem to vie with 
each other to be the first to bring back color to this year-round 
beauty spot. 

A friendly little brook follows along the road leading to 
the bridge. Just before reaching the bridge it veers to the left 
to keep its rendezvous with Otter Creek. 

One of Ripley County’s magnificent trees was given a prom- 
inent place in the State Centennial celebration. A giant poplar 
log 48 feet long was hauled to Indianapolis and displayed dur- 
ing the festivities. Many interested groups awaited patiently 
along the route in order to catch a glimpse of the log as it was 
being hauled to the capital. 
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WESTPORT BRIDGE 


Sand Creek (kt) Decatur County 


1.7 miles S.E. of 
WESTPORT 


Built 1880 by A. M. Kennedy & Sons 
Length 115’ plus 7’-6” overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 13’ 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 5 Tons 
Burr Arch 
Photographed Oct. 21, 1945, 1:10 P.M. 
West Side 


This fine old covered bridge has been badly mutilated to 
provide safety to modern transportation. Even with its cutaway 
portals and side windows its still bears the Kennedy character- 
istics. A winding road leads to the bridge from each direction 
and a lovely view is obtained at either end. 

Decatur County was named for Commodore Stephen De- 
catur, and a bronze tablet to his memory has been placed in the 
courthouse. 

The county seat was founded in 1821 by Colonel William 
Hendricks, and on June 14, 1822 his wife, Elizabeth, named it 
Greensburg, for her native town in Pennsylvania. A tree is grow- 
ing in the courthouse tower and is one of the wonders of the 
modern world. 

In 1890, the center of population of the United States was 
located one and a half miles northeast of Westport. A marker 
indicates the spot as 85°32’53” West Longitude and 39°11’56” 
North Latitude. 
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SCIPIO BRIDGE 


Sand Creek (bh) Jennings County 


N. edge of 
SCIPIO 


Built 1886 by Smith Bridge Company 
Length 148’-6” plus 4’ overhang at each end 
Width 15’-6” Height 13’-6” 
Shingle and Sheet Metal Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 3 Tons 
Howe Truss 
Photographed July 26, 1948, 11:45 A.M. 

South Portal 


A place of honor was given Scipio Bridge by the Noblitt- 
Sparks Industries of Columbus, Indiana. A picture of the span 
was printed on the cover of the June 1947 issue of their news 
magazine. 

Charles Butler, county engineer, relates that his father was 
the first person to sign the original petition for the bridge. Mr. 
Butler also gave the information that the superstructure of the 
bridge was erected by the Smith Bridge Company of Toledo, Ohio. 
The contract price was $600 per lineal foot. The span was re- 
paired in 1942 and is in excellent condition. Further investiga- 
tion showed that the structure was originally designed to be used 
as a railroad bridge. 

The Indiana Territory Line of January 11, 1805 crosses 
State Route 7 about two miles southeast of Scipio. The line 
formed the diagonal part of the northern boundary of Jennings 
County. This accounts for the irregular shape of the survey. 
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JAMES BRIDGE 


Graham Creek (ew) Jennings County 


6.7 miles S. of 
VERNON 
on State Route 7, then Left 0.6 mile 


Built 1887 by Daniel Baron 
Length 129’ plus 5’ overhang at each end 
Width 15’ Height 14’ 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 3 Tons 
Howe Truss 
Photographed Apr. 28, 1946, 8:45 A.M. 
East Portal 


This covered bridge is located a short distance southwest 
of Graham Presbyterian Church. It is on the road which cuts 
across the triangle between State Roads 3 and 7. This section 
of the state is sometimes referred to as the Jesse James neigh- 
borhood. This was perhaps the reason for the bridge being so 
named. 

On their raid through southern Indiana Morgan’s men met 
heavy opposition near here. A wooden bridge was burned at 
Vienna and two others were destroyed at Dupont. 

The county was organized February 1, 1817 and was named 
in honor of Jonathan Jennings, who was the first governor of 
Indiana. Several attempts were made to move the county seat 
from Vernon to North Vernon. An election was held on Septem- 
ber 27, 1913, and the tabulation of votes showed that Vernon 
had won by sixteen votes. 
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BELL’S FORD BRIDGE 


E. Fk., White River (sc) Jackson County 


2.5 miles N.W. of 
SEYMOUR 
on State Route 258 


Built 1869 by Robert Patterson 
Length 325’ (no overhang) 
Width 16’-6” Height 12’-6” 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments and Pier 
109’ Ramp at East End 
Two Spans Load Limit 3 Tons 
Post Truss 
Photographed Apr. 3, 1948, 9:30 A. M. 
East Portal 


An unusual feature of this bridge is the use of diagonal truss 
rods. This type of construction is to be found in no other covered 
bridge now in use in Indiana. Eugene Bock of Anderson, Indiana 
furnished the name of the type and date. 

The junction of the 10 o’Clock Line (1809), and the Grouse- 
land Boundary Line (1805) is located two miles west of Seymour. 
The spot is marked by a large stone which was erected in 1916 
by the Jackson County Historical Society. 

A stone monument located one mile north of the city marks 
the site of the first blockhouse erected in this section of the 
county. This fortification, erected in 1808, was located on the 
farm of James Shields. 

Just a short distance from Bell Ford Bridge is the site of the 
Battle of Tipton’s Island. A monument was erected in 1912 
to commemorate the one hundredth anniversary of the encounter 
between Tipton’s Rangers and the Indians. 
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SHIELDSTOWN BRIDGE 


E. Fk., White River (fe) Jackson County 


3.6 miles E. of 
BROWNSTOWN 
on U. S. Route 50, then Left 0.9 mile 


Built 1876 by J. J. Daniels 
Length 331’ plus 12’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 12’-6” 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments and Pier 
Two Spans Load Limit 5 Tons 
Burr Arch 
Photographed Apr. 3, 1948, 10:25 A. M. 
South Portal 


This is a fine example of the bridge-building skill of J. J. 
Daniels. In keeping with his general practice, the date of con- 
struction and his name are painted on each portal. 

A historic marker at the south end of the bridge reads as fol- 
lows, “White River, East Fork. The Indian name was probably 
Delaware, Gun-A-Quot, meaning ‘Long’. Early name, Driftwood. 
Bridge constructed in the year 1876.” 

Some maps show a Surprise about four miles north of the 
bridge. A village by that name was located just south of the 
Seymour-Freetown Road. 

Thus far, this survey has identified twenty-nine Daniels’ 
bridges among those now in use in Indiana. This builder worked 
in the territory west and south of Indianapolis, quite often over- 
lapping into the region of the Britton bridges. The Kennedy 
activities centered around Shelbyville and Rushville and ex- 
tended over a period of forty-eight years. 
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EWING BRIDGE 


E. Fk., White River (bn) Jackson County 


0.5 mile N.W. of 
BROWNSTOWN 
on State Route 135 


Built 1870 by J. J. Daniels 
Length 350’ plus 12’ overhang at each end 
Width 17’ Height 12’-6” 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments and Pier 
62’ Plank Ramp at North End 
Two Spans Load Limit 5 Tons 
Howe Truss 
Photographed June 5, 1942, 11:30 A. M. 
Southeast Portal 


For photogenic beauty Ewing Bridge ranks near the top of 
the list. About noon is perhaps the ideal time to catch the high- 
lights at their best. 

A historic marker, until recently fastened to the trunk of a 
giant sycamore tree, gave some interesting data about this spot. 
Ewing was at one time a keen rival of Brownstown. Even though 
now incorporated with Brownstown, Ewing has maintained its 
postal rating as a separate municipality under its original name. 
As far as known, it is the only case of this kind in Indiana. 

On April 2, 1947 the Brownstown Banner published an ar- 
ticle about this old bridge. A quotation from a letter sent in by 
a reader stated that yellow poplar timbers were used in the span. 
The trees had been cut from land formerly owned by Samuel 
Goss. Eighteen-year-old Joseph Goss and his brother operated 
the sawmill where the timbers were cut. 
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MEDORA BRIDGE 


E. Fk., White River (un) Jackson County 


1.5 miles E. of 
MEDORA 
on State Route 235 


Built 1875 by J. J. Daniels 
Length 434’ plus 12’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 12’-6” 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments and Pier 
Three Spans Load Limit 7 Tons 
Burr Arch 
Photographed Apr. 3, 1948, 11:00 A. M. 
East Portal 


This is one of the three remaining three-span wooden covered 
bridges in Indiana. Its siding extends up to the eaves, making 
its the “darkest” bridge in the state. 

The region nearby abounds in Indian history and legend. 
To the west of Medora is Leesville, which was the scene of a 
massacre in 1813. To the east is the site of the old fort at Vallonia, 
which was used as a stockade against the Indians. General John 
Tipton and his men were at one time quartered there. Vallonia 
was laid out in 1810 and was the first county seat of Jackson 
County. 

Driftwood State Fish Hatchery is also located near Vallonia. 
The log buildings, rustic gateways, and signs all lend enchantment 
to the natural beauty of this spot. To the east and south of Val- 
lonia are large wooded areas which are a part of Jackson County 
State Forest. 
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TUNNELTON BRIDGE 


E. Fk., White River (ce) Lawrence County 


0.3 mile E. of 
TUNNELTON 
then Right 0.3 mile 


Built 1880-’83 by J. J. Daniels 
Length 450’-8” plus 14’-2” overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 13’-6” 
Sheet Metal Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments and Pier 
Three Spans Load Limit 5 Tons 
Burr Arch 
Photographed Apr. 3, 1948, 11:55 A. M. 
West Side 


From Medora to this covered bridge, one must travel over 
the Devil’s Back Bone, a high ridge overlooking the valley below. 
During the rainy season, some part of this route may be flooded. 
Road conditions should be checked in order to make sure there 
are no road blocks. 

East of Tunnelton, the B. & O. Railroad passes through a 
tunnel under the ridge. Until a few years ago the railroad had 
to leave the valley by a similar exit west of town. The west 
tunnel caved in, so that exit is now a deep cut. 

The road leading south and through the wooden covered 
bridge must first pass under the railroad. A small stream, com- 
ing down the hillside at the east edge of town, must also use the 
same underpass. 

During the summer months, the covered bridge is nearly 
hidden from view. As one approaches the span, it appears to be 
a tunnel made of wood. Yes, this is “Tunnel Town”. 
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THE RED BRIDGE 


Salt Creek (dp) Lawrence County 


On State Route 37, 2.0 miles N. of 
NEEDMORE 
then Right 0.2 mile, then Right 1.9 miles, 
then Left 1.5 miles 


Rebuilt 1919 by Hillenberg & Deckard 
Length 132’ plus 3’ overhang at each end 
Width 14’-6” Height 11’ 
Sheet Metal Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 


One Span Load Limit 3 Tons 
Burr Arch 
Photographed June 9, 1948, 10:35 A. M. 
East Side 


When the span was at its original site it was known as the 
Rawlings Bridge, so named because of its nearness to the Rawlings 
gristmill. After being moved to its present location it was given 
a fresh coat of red paint and so was thereafter known as the Red 
Bridge. 

The structure was moved here in 1919 when the highway 
south of Oolitic was relocated. According to Hurt Deckard, the 
reconstruction was in charge of Thomas Hillenberg and Robe 
Deckard. Some old millstones were unearthed when the replace- 
ment bridge was built. 

Strips of sheet metal have replaced the red siding, thus re- 
ducing possible flood damage. Its resistance to floods is shown by 
a sketch made by August Mack in the spring of 1913. 

Mr. Mack was a sculptor as well as an artist. He was well 
known for his Brazen Serpent, which was the subject of an ar- 
ticle by Robert Ripley. 
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WILLIAMS BRIDGE 


E. Fk., White River (gm) Lawrence County 


1.0 mile W. of 
WILLIAMS 
on State Route 450, then Left 0.4 mile 


Built 1884 by J. J. Daniels 
Length 376’ plus 13’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 12’-6” 
Sheet Metal Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments and Pier 
Two Spans Load Limit 7 Tons 
Howe Truss 
Photographed June 9, 1948, 12:15 P. M. 
East Side 


Rebecca Maegerlein, postmistress at Williams, wrote that 
her great-grandfather, Isaac Williams, came here from French 
Broad River, Tennessee, in 1816. He was the first settler here and 
so the community was named in his honor. Mr. Williams’ father, a 
native of England, had made his new home in Carolina. 

The first county seat of Lawrence County was established 
at Palestine, March 1, 1818, on land donated by Benjamin and 
Ezekial Blackwell and Henry H. Massie. The seat of government 
was moved to Bedford on February 9, 1825. 

Lawrence County is near the center of the unglaciated por- 
tion of southern Indiana. More than two dozen stone quarries 
are located in the county and about the same number of finishing 
mills. The Hindostan oilstone, a famous brand, is found near 
Hindostan Falls a short distance south of Shoals. 
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HUFFMAN MILLS BRIDGE 


Anderson River (kw-c) Spencer County 


At 
HUFFMAN 


Built 1864 by W. T. Washer 
Length 140’ plus 10’ overhang at each end 
Width 15’-6” Height 11’-6” 
Sheet Metal Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 5 Tons 
Burr Arch 
Photographed July 28, 1948, 12:45 P. M. 
North Portal 


Of all the wooden covered bridges photographed by the 
author, this was the only one found which had been sealed by 
the United States Government. Near the floor, at the north end 
of the bridge, may be seen an official high water marker. It bears 
the date 1937. 

Near where the bridge now stands was the site of the original 
Huffman Mill. It was built by George Huffman, grandfather of 
Riley Huffman, who is the present owner. Soon after the first 
mill was built a saw was added to its equipment. Among the 
early patrons were the Lincolns, and it was here that logs were 
made into lumber for Abe’s flatboat. 

Just a few miles west of Huffman is Lincoln City and Lincoln 
State Park. This park commemorates the Indiana home of the 
Lincoln family as well as the burial place of Abe’s mother. The 
state is now giving its official recognition to the boyhood home 
of one who helped in such a great measure to carve a nation out 
of a wilderness. 
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SHOALS BRIDGE 


Anderson River (m-c) Spencer County 


1.7 miles S. of 
HUFFMAN 
then Left 1.4 miles, then Left 0.1 mile 


Built 1865 by W. T. Washer 
Length 98’ plus 7’ overhang at each end 
Width 13’-6” Height 11’-6” 
Sheet Metal Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 


One Span Load Limit 5 Tons 
Burr Arch 
Photographed Aug. 28, 1947, 11:45 A. M. 
South Side 


In the early days, horse-drawn circus wagons used to pass 
this way enroute to the river towns south of here. William Hurst, 
although past 81, recalls having seen them in all their gayly 
colored splendor. Mr. Hurst also relates having seen ox teams 
hauling huge rocks to be used for the Shoals Bridge abutments. 

Visitors to this section of Indiana should not fail to see Santa 
Claus, the only town of its kind in the world. After visiting the 
Shoals and Huffman bridges, drive directly west from Huffman, 
crossing State Route 545 at Fulda. Continue west to State Route 
245 and to the gateway to Santa Claus land. To be a guest at 
Santa’s castle and workshop is indeed a rare treat. 

The post office is now located at the new park northwest 
of town. The village was named Sante Fe in 1855 but was renamed 
on Christmas eve of the following year. The arrival of the com- 
munity Santa Claus thus inspired the new name. 
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KESSNER’S BRIDGE 


Patoka River (ed) Dubois County 


4.1 miles W. of 
HUNTINGBURG 
then Right 2.0 miles, then Right 0.8 mile 


Built 1877 
Length 156’ plus 2’ overhang at each end 
With 14’ Height 12’ 
Shingle and Sheet Metal Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 3 Tons 
Burr Arch 
Photographed June 9, 1948, 2:50 P. M. 
West Portal 


As can be seen from the photograph Kessner’s Bridge might 
well be called the Leaning Bridge. The road beyond the bridge 
is seldom used, so it is necessary to back-track a few miles in 
order to get to the Postlewaite Bridge. 

The county was named in honor of Toussaint Dubois, a 
French soldier who fought under William Henry Harrison. 

A Deliverance Cross was erected in Jasper by the French 
and German immigrants who were delivered from a violent storm 
during their passage to this country. The erection of this monu- 
ment was in payment of a vow to express their gratitude for a 
safe journey. The memorial is carved in stone with a life-sized 
figure of Christ in bronze. It was erected at the entrance of the 
St. Joseph Catholic Church grounds in 1850. 

Of the more than six hundred covered bridges known to have 
been in Indiana fourteen washed out, eleven burned, nine were 
blown down, and only three collapsed under loads. 
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POSTLEWAITE BRIDGE 


Patoka River (ew) Dubois County 


1.0 mile N. of 
DUFF 
then Right 2.0 miles 


Built 1872 

Length 108’ plus 3’ overhang at each end 

Width 12’ Height 11’-6” 
Sheet Metal Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 2 Tons 

Burr Arch 

Photographed July 15, 1946, 4:00 P. M. 
West Portal 


This covered structure is located on a road which is fairly 
good in dry weather. The bridge has recently been repaired and 
should be safe for crossing. The beauty of this spot should make 
a visit well worthwhile. 

To the north of Postlewaite Bridge, near Portersville, the 
Dubois County Settlement Stone was unveiled on December 31, 
1919. A memorial on Bedford stone reads as follows, ‘1801. 
Dubois County Settlement Stone. “The Mudholes on the Buffalo 
Trail’. This is the Oldest White Settlement in Dubois County. 
Here the McDonald Family Settled in 1801. Erected by Geo. R. 
Wilson, C.E. 1919.” 

Another marker was erected on State Route 56, two and 
one-half miles east of Haysville. This monument was placed there 
in 1926 by the county engineer to perpetuate the location of the 
historic Buffalo Trail. 


30 


PIKEVILLE BRIDGE 


Patoka River (rs) Pike County 


0.7 mile N. of 
PIKEVILLE 
on State Route 257 


Built 1887 by W. T. Washer 
Length 134’ plus 6’ overhang at each end 
Width 15’-6” Height 11’-6” 
Sheet Metal Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 10 Tons 
Burr Arch 
Photographed July 15, 1946, 5:45 P. M. 
South Portal 


This covered bridge is on State Route 257 near the eastern 
edge of the county. It is approximately three miles southeast of 
the Pike County State Forest. 

Pike County was organized February 1, 1817 with Peters- 
burg as the county seat. The county was named in honor of 
General Z. M. Pike who fell at the capture of York (now Tor- 
onto), Canada on April 27, 1813. Zebulon Montgomery Pike was 
also known for the discovery of the Rocky Mountain peak which 
now bears his name. 

This section of Indiana was at one time covered by the 
Southern Illinois Ice Sheet and has been found to be rich in 
bituminous coal. Many workable seams are six feet thick. 

The first post post office in Pike County was located at 
White Oak Springs and was in charge of Hosea Smith. The town 
later became known as Petersburg. 
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MILLERSBURG BRIDGE 


Pigeon Creek (k) Warrick County 
At 
MILLERSBURG 


Built 1874 by P. Wiest 

Length 88’ plus 9’ overhang at each end 
Width 14’ Height 11’ 
Sheet Metal Roof 

Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit Not Given 

Howe (all timber) Truss 
Photographed June 9, 1948, 5:25 P. M. 

West Portal 


Miliersburg was laid out in 1850 by Chester Elliot for the 
heirs of Philip Miller, one of Campbell Township’s original 
settlers. While a post office was maintained here, the settlement 
was known as Canal. Later the original name came to be used 
again when the post office was discontinued. 

A quaint general store founded in 1878 stands near Mil- 
lersburg’s famous bridge. Faint outlines of the Wabash & Erie 
Canal, long abandoned, may still be seen near the bridge. A 
wicket from the old canal rests against the side of the Pilkington 
General Store. The author won a bottle of soda pop from the 
proprietor by being able to identify the gadget. 

Mrs. Pilkington’s father, Philip Miller, once operated a grist 
mill not far from where the old covered bridge crosses Pigeon 
Creek. At one time there were also a buggy factory, a pork pack- 
ing plant, and two tobacco warehouses in operation here at Mil- 
lersburg. 
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OLD RED BRIDGE 


Big Bayou Creek (bt) Gibson County 


2.4 miles S. of 
CRAWLEYVILLE 
then Right 1.2 miles, then Right 1.1 miles 


Built 1875 
Length 170’ plus 4’ overhang at each end 
Width 14’ Height 13’-6” 
Sheet Metal Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 10,000 Ibs. 
Smith Patent Truss 
Photographed July 16, 1946, 5:15 P. M. 
West Portal 


The Old Red Bridge may lead one on a wild goose chase. 
It is located in the Wabash flats two and one-half miles east of 
Goose Pond. The span is almost due west of the Southwestern 
Horticultural Experimental Farm. 

Directly south of this bridge was the site of the New Harmony 
Society, a sect founded in 1805 by George Rapp. The old stone 
doorway and cherry door from the original Rappite Church has 
been used in three different buildings of the community. The 
door, said to have been carved by Frederick Rapp, is now pre- 
served in memory of the founders of the Society. 

After several years the Rappites sold out to Robert Owen 
who was unable to continue successfully the work which was be- 
eun by the earlier group. It was Mr. Owen who introduced a 
bill in Congress which created the Smithsonian Institution. A 
bronze statue of him was erected at the state house. 
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MOORE BRIDGE 


Patoka River (dg) Gibson County 


5.1 miles N. of 
PRINCETON 
on State Route 65, then Right 0.7 mile 


Built 1876 by W. T. Washer 
Length 150’ plus 5’ overhang at each end 
Width 14’ Height 12’-6” 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 5 Tons 
Smith Patent Truss 
Photographed June 10, 1948, 8:25 A. M. 
East Portal 


Moore Bridge, like the one at Wheeling, has an engraved 
stone marker in the west abutment. Both spans were built by 
the same builder. The Severous Bridge which was located near 
Princeton was removed several years ago. 

Anyone visiting this bridge may think that the road is a bit 
rough. If so, look carefully and notice what kind of road it is. 
During the search for historical data, the author learned from 
one of the builders that the road was made eight inches thick, 
with rocks set edgewise. More than twelve miles of this type of 
road were built, each stone having been set by hand. 

Little did the builder of this bridge realize that the human 
voice would be transmitted underground. A long-distance cable 
has been laid under the road, just west of the bridge, and warn- 
ing signs have been posted to prevent careless digging and sub- 
sequent damage to the line. 
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WHEELING BRIDGE 


Patoka River (dh) Gibson County 
At 
WHEELING 


Built 1877 by W. T. Washer 
Length 163’ plus 5’ overhang at each end 
Width 14’-6” Height 13’ 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 5 Tons 
Smith Patent Truss 
Photographed Aug. 27, 1947, 4:45 P. M. 
West Portal 


An unusual feature of this bridge is the engraved stone 
which was set in the north side of the west abutment. Among 
other data it gives the name of the builder and the year the old 
span was built. 

At one time there was a post office located here. It was 
known by the name of Bovine. According to local residents, 
Wheeling has also been known as Kirksville. 

In the earlier days, the community was well known for its 
gristmill and its yard for building barges. It was on these boats 
that pork and lard from the packing plant was shipped to market. 

Just a few miles south of Wheeling, and on the highway 
west of Francisco, is to be seen a monument which marks the 
spot where the road crosses the bed of the old Wabash and Erie 
Canal. 
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RICHLAND CREEK BRIDGE 


Richland Creek (f) Greene County 


3.0 miles S. of 
BLOOMFIELD 
on State Route 157 


Built 1883 by A. M. Kennedy & Sons 
Length 100’ plus 10’ overhang at each end 
Width 14’ Height 13’ 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 6 Tons 
Burr Arch 
Photographed July 17, 1946, 10:30 A. M. 
East Portal 


This bridge is quite far removed from the Kennedy terri- 
tory. The other covered bridge at the southwest edge of the 
town is also a Kennedy structure, as was Old Nellie on the rail- 
road just west of Bloomfield. 

A field of Spanish Needles was chosen for the site of a town 
at a time when the plants were full-blown. The fact inspired the 
name, Bloomfield. 

The first county seat was founded at Burlington on March 
10, 1821 and remained there until 1824. Lack of water there 
made it necessary to move the seat of government to Bloomfield. 

In 1930, the center of population of the United States was 
found to be 2.7 miles northeast of Linton. It was indicated as 
39°3’45” North Latitude and 87°8’6” West Longitude. By 1940 
the center had shifted to a spot indicated at 38°56’54” North 
Latitude and 87°22’35” West Longitude. This point is two miles 
southeast of Carlisle. 
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OLD RIVER BRIDGE 


W. Fk., White River (gc) Greene County 


1.3 miles S. of 
BLOOMFIELD 
on State Route 157, then Right 0.6 mile 


Built 1883 by A. M. Kennedy & Sons 
Length 370’ plus 8’ overhang at each end 
Width 18’ Height 19’ 
Sheet Metal Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments and Pier 
91’ Plank Ramp at West End 
Two Spans Load Limit 5 Tons 
Burr Arch 
Photographed Mar. 27, 1948, 10:25 A. M. 
North Side 


As far as known at the present time, this is the most massive 
of all present Indiana covered bridges. Comparing inside clear- 
ances, it is the largest such structure still standing. It is not, 
however, the longest one. That distinction goes to the Kennedy 
bridge which is located south of Indianapolis. 

Another covered bridge was located at Elliston, just west 
of Bloomfield. It was a railroad bridge, and was known as “Old 
Nellie”. The structure was located on the old Monon Railroad, 
and was torn down about ten years ago. The road was first 
known as the B & B, and later became the Monon. According 
to Charles Miller, the Greene County surveyor, the road was 
abandoned about twenty years ago. One span of the bridge was 
washed out previous to the removal of the remaining timbers. 
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FREEDOM BRIDGE 


W. Fk., White River (fr) Owen County 


At 
FREEDOM 


Built 1882 by J. J. Daniels 
Length 300’ plus 12’ overhang at W. end 
Steel extension, E. end, built 1898 
Width 15’-6” Height 14’ 
Shingle and Sheet Metal Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments and Pier 
Two Spans (wood) Load Limit 2 Tons 
Burr Arch 
Photographed July 17, 1946, 1:00 P. M. 
South Side 


As one rounds a curve on State Route 67, now a modern 
paved highway, a curious picture greets the eyes of the modern 
Gulliver. A wooden covered bridge has seemingly been built 
over a corn field, with an additional span of steel crossing the 
channel of the river. 

According to local residents, this phenomenon was the re- 
sult of dredging operations. A government dredge boat, unable 
to get under the bridge, went around the end of the original wood 
span. The river then followed in the wake of the dredger and 
thus made necessary the construction of an addition to the 
bridge. 

Viewing the fields of waving corn in the valley by the bridge, 
one may see a promise of “freedom from want”. Owen County 
was noted among the Indians for its beauty and healthful climate. 
Sweet Owen was the name of a favorite Indian camp site. 
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HARRODSBURG BRIDGE 


Clear Creek (fw) Monroe County 


0.1 mile W. of State Route 37 at 
HARRODSBURG 
then Right 0.5 mile 


Length 82’ plus 3’ overhang at each end 
Width 16-6” Height 12’-6” 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 5 Tons 
Smith Patent Truss 
Photographed July 1, 1947, 1:45 P. M. 
South Portal 


Harrodsburg was founded over one hundred years ago. It 
was formerly noted for its stone quarries and was then known 
as New Gene. 

Colonel John McRea’s stable, one mile south of town, was 
once a relay station for stagecoaches. Such stops were spaced 
about twelve miles apart. 

The main highway at one time passed directly through Har- 
rodsburg and the old covered bridge. State Highway 37 is now 
located at the eastern edge of town and crosses Clear Creek over 
a modern concrete structure a short distance east of the old 
span. Practically nothing remains of the old bridge except the 
skeleton. The iron rods were not a part of the original construc- 
tion but were added sometime later. 

It was at this location that the author’s trousers suffered a 
casualty. The damage was quickly mended at Bloomington while 
the owner sat in the “barrel”’. 
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GOODMAN BRIDGE 


Salt Creek (ga) Monroe County 


1.1 miles E. of State Route 37 at 
HARRODSBURG 
then Right 0.4 mile 


Built 1868 

Length 100’ plus 6’ overhang at each end 

Width 16’ Height 13’-6” 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 

One Span Load Limit Not Given 

Howe Truss 
Photographed July 1, 1947, 2:20 P. M. 

West Portal 


This covered span is located at a spot which was once known 
as the Goodman Ford, the name being transferred to the bridge 
after it was built. Homer Elkins stated that the foundation rocks 
were hauled to the bridge site by a four-horse team. Dave Young 
transported the huge stones after swinging them up under his 
wagon. 

The Buskirk Bluffs are located along Salt Creek between 
the Goodman Bridge and the Fairfax Bridge. The promontory 
was named in honor of the man who lost his life when his raft 
was wrecked against this bluff. ) 

On one trip to this county it was necessary for the author 
to clear the road in order to get through from Ketcham to Har- 
rodsburg. Huge sycamores had recently been torn apart and 
scattered over the road. Some of the treetops had been blown 
over the telephone lines and onto a nearby potato patch. 
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FAIRFAX BRIDGE 


Salt Creek (gb) Monroe County 


At S. edge of 
FAIRFAX 
Length 125’ plus 3’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 15’ 


Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit Not Given 
Howe Truss 
Photographed June 9, 1948, 10:05 A. M. 
South Portal 


This historic old landmark is located at the south edge of the 
village of Fairfax. The present-day community consists of a few 
houses scattered by the roadside. In the early days, Fairfax was 
a bustling settlement. The Chambers’ Mill was known for miles 
around and it was here that both customer and visitor heard the 
daily ‘““news-cast”’. 

Packing plants were also in operation here. Rafts were built 
here, and served as the chief means of transportation for the pork 
and grain products. 

Some interesting and unusual sights can be seen on the 
byroads of Indiana. One such oddity was observed here at Fair- 
fax and was at first glance thought to be pottery chicken in a 
flowerbox. Closer inspection revealed a live bantam rooster 
perched in a flowerpot, and standing as quiet as a statue. 
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NANCY JANE BRIDGE 


Salt Creek (gm) Monroe County 


1.0 mile E. of 
FAIRFAX 
then Left 4.1 miles 


Built 1885 by Kennedy Brothers 
Length 160’ plus 9’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 14’-6” 
Sheet Metal Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit Not Given 
Burr Arch 
Photographed July 1, 1947, 3:35 P. M. 
North Portal 


Nancy Jane Bridge, built by the Kennedys, is one of the 
three of their structures which are farthest away from their 
home territory. This span is sometimes referred to as the Musser 
Bridge. 

According to some local residents, this bridge was named in 
honor of Nancy Jane Chambers. It is a fact that the name ““Cham- 
bers” figured quite prominently in the early history of Monroe 
County. Few other covered bridges, if any, have had a feminine 
name. 

Marshall Cracraft’s grandfather once operated a general 
store at Chapel Hill, not far from the Nancy Jane Bridge. The 
community was named in honor of the southern home-town of 
the Cracraft family, who came here from North Carolina. Mar- 
shall still has the cancelling stamp that was used when Chapel 
Hill had a post office. 
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CUTRIGHT BRIDGE 


Salt Creek (gh) Monroe County 


0.3 mile E. of 
PAYNETOWN 
then Right 0.5 mile 


Length 141’ plus 3’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 14’ 
Sheet Metal Roof, over Shingles 

Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit Not Given 
Howe Truss 
Photographed Mar. 26, 1948, 3:00 P. M. 
South Portal 


According to local residents, the Cutright family settled 
near here and the bridge was so named in their honor. At one 
time there was a waterpowered sawmill in operation by the 
bridge. The mill was owned by Homer and Billy Howard. The 
community just northwest of this old span became known as 
Paynetown in honor of its first settler. 

The famous Judy Bridge was located about two miles north- 
east of the Cutright Bridge. This old structure was hidden away 
in the wilds of the county and had been abandoned for some 
time. It was erected in 1886 by the Kennedy brothers. 

Because of its remote location and abandoment, the span be- 
came known as the Lost Bidge. It was purchased by a resident 
of Bloomington in 1946 and dismantled the following year. A 
dam had been built and the old mill was operated by a Mr. Judy, 
who also served as a doctor for the communities round about. 
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JOHNSON BRIDGE 


Bean Blossom Creek (cr) Monroe County 


0.2 mile W. on 17th St., from St. R. 37 
BLOOMINGTON 
then Right 4.0 miles 


Built 1879 
Length 100’ plus 7’ overhang at each end 
Width 15’ Height 13’-6” 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 5 Tons 
Howe Truss 
Photographed Mar. 26, 1948, 12:10 P. M. 
East Side 


A new highway is being built north from Bloomington and 
will pass to the east of Johnson Bridge. The new route will 
enter the city just east of the old road. 

A colorful little creek known as Rocky Branch winds along 
the west side of the present highway. Beautiful Cascades Park, 
one of the most attractive public parks in Indiana, parallels the 
stream on the west side. 

The point designated as the center of population of the 
United States in 1910 is located on the grounds of the Shower 
Brothers’ Furniture Factory. The company has marked the spot 
with a steel flagpole set in a concrete base. The location is 
designated as follows: 39°10’12” North Latitude and 86°32’2” 
West Longitude. 

The Temperance Stable was a well-known spot in Blooming- 
ton during the stagecoach era. This was a famous overnight stop 
for both traveler and horses. 
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McMILLAN BRIDGE 


Bean Blossom Creek (ce) Monroe County 


0.3 mile E. from 
BRIDGE (cr) 
then Left 2.8 miles, then Left 1.0 mile 


Built 1879 
Length 115’ plus 5’ overhang at each end 
Width 12’-6” Height 12’-6” 


Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 5 Tons 
Howe Truss 
Photographed Mar. 26, 1948, 1:00 P. M. 
East Side 


Bean Blossom has cut a deep gorge through the rich alluvial 
soil upstream from this covered bridge. Recent floods have 
washed logs downstream and piled them up like jackstraws. A 
vision of highwater might have prompted the barefot boy to 
inquire if the bridge was going to be raised. 

Monroe County was organized April 10, 1818 and named in 
honor of James Monroe, fifth President of the United States. 
Indiana University was established at Bloomington two years 
later and is head of the common school system of Indiana. The 
school became co-educational in 1867. Its fine buildings and 
lovely campus are perennial attractions. The Memorial Stadium 
with a seating capacity of 25,000 is the pride of the student body. 

There is an old saying that curiosity killed the cat. Perhaps 
the cow in the photograph should have been reminded of that 
story. 
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CHURCH BRIDGE 


Bean Blossom Creek (da) Monroe County 


1.1 miles E. of 
NEW UNIONVILLE 
on State Route 45, then Left 3.3 miles 


Built 1876 
Length 102’ plus 4’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 12’-6” 
Sheet Metal Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 5 Tons 
Smith Patent Truss 
Photographed July 2, 1947, 1:50 P. M. 
South Portal 


At the east side of the road a tall sycamore protectingly leans 
its upper branches over the bridge. Another smaller branch, 
blowing in the breeze, seems to beckon one to the refreshing 
coolness within. 

Bridge Church of Christ stands nearby and was so named 
because of its proximity to the old covered bridge. The setting 
is ideal for quiet worship, and an air of reverence seems to 
permeate the calmness of this Indiana vale. 

On a neat, well-kept knoll nearby, white stone markers keep 
a silent watch over the final resting place of many of the pioneers 
who worshipped here according to the dictates of their own hearts. 
May “freedom of worship” remain always in this land of ours, 
fulfilling forever the aspirations of our forefathers. 
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BEAN BLOSSOM BRIDGE 


Bean Blossom Creek (as) Brown County 


0.7 mile S.W. of 
BEAN BLOSSOM 


Built 1880 
Length 60’ plus 4’-6” overhang at each end 
Width 12’ Height 13’ 
Sheet Metal Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
36’ Wooden Ramp at North End 
One Span Load Limit Not Given 
Howe (all timber) Truss 
Photographed July 2, 1947, 2:50 P. M. 
West Side 


Anyone wishing to visit this bridge should be cautionea 
about the condition of the road leading to it. The last few hundred 
yards should be made on foot because the road near the bridge 
has practically ceased to exist. 

Harold Campbell, postmaster at Helmsburg, stated that 
the road through the old covered span was the main route to 
Nashville until 1936. State Route 135 was relocated and now 
meanders up the hill east of its former location. 

Mr. Campbell also gave the information that Bean Blossom 
was originally know as Georgetown. Wet bottom land along the 
creek was found to be ideal for the growing of beans and buck- 
wheat. The many acres of beans in blossom thus inspired the 
name Bean Blossom. 

Abe Martin and many well-known artists have made this 
section of Indiana famous as an art colony. Bean Blossom 
Bridge has long been a popular subject for painting. 
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BROWN COUNTY PARK BRIDGE 


Salt Creek (ed) Brown County 


At N. entrance 
BROWN COUNTY STATE PARK 


Built originally 1838 by Henry Wolfe 
Rebuilt here 1932 
Length 96’ plus 7’ overhang at each end 
Width each Lane 11’ Height 12’ 
Shingle Roof 
Small Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit Not Given 
Burr Arch 
Photographed July 2, 1947, 3:45 P. M. 
South Portal 


Brown County State Park may be entered at the north 
through this two-lane covered bridge. This span was moved 
here in 1932 after having stood at its original site, near Fin- 
castle, for almost one hundred years. 

The park, located in the famous Brown County hill country, 
contains 17,678 acres, and is the largest of the Indiana state 
parks. It was established in 1930. The park is heavily forested 
and is noted for its gorgeous display of fall beauty. 

Within the park area is the site of the old village of Kelp. 
This early settlement was named for Henry Kelp, a resident of 
Nashville, and consisted of a post office, general store, church, 
blacksmith shop, and sorghum mill. More than forty families 
once lived along the little creeks near here. 
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CLIFTY BRIDGE 


Clifty Creek (fu) Bartholomew County 


1.7 miles S. of State Route 7 
EAST COLUMBUS 
2.0 miles E. of State Route 31W 


Length 145’ (no overhang) 
Width 16’-6” Height 14’ 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 5 Tons 
Howe Truss 
Photographed Apr. 28, 1946, 11:55 A. M. 
South Portal 


The fact that all three covered bridges remaining in this 
county were built without any overhang may indicate that all 
were built by the same builder. Each has the same type of truss, 
but many builders used the Howe truss, so one may not be able 
to draw any definite conclusions. 

A bronze tablet on a glacial boulder indicates where the 
Madison-Columbus Highway enters Columbus. The marker is 
inscribed “Guthrie Trail” in honor of Senator William Guthrie, 
for whom the road was renamed. 

The center of population of the United States in 1900 was 
located about a half a mile northeast of State Route 7. A refer- 
ence stone placed at the nearest point along the highway by the 
Indianapolis News, gives the exact location as follows: Latitude 
30°9’36” North; Longitude 85°48’54” West, near the barn of 
Henry Marr. 
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LOWELL BRIDGE 


Driftwood River (mp) Bartholomew County 


3.3 miles N. of 
COLUMBUS 
on U. S. Route 31W, then Left 1.9 miles 


Built 1870 
Length 286’-6” (No overhang) 
Width 17’ Height 14’-6” 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments and Pier 
Two Spans Load Limit 5 Tons 
Howe Truss 
Photographed June 8, 1948, 10:45 A. M. 
East Portal 


This covered bridge was named in honor of Lowell, Massa- 
chusettes, home town of the three Gale brothers who were the 
first settlers here. 

In the early days, the community was a flourishing settle- 
ment. A grocery and a boarding house catered to the residents 
and a sawmill furnished lumber for the barrel factory. Honor 
came to the local miller, William Cook, when his product was 
awarded the Gold Hoop at the Philadelphia Centennial. 

Mrs. Charley Ball, owner of the Bridal Wreath Bend Farm, 
related that her father, a shoemaker by trade, came to this 
country as a stowaway from Germany. Mrs. Ball owns several 
cabins along Driftwood River, and these are in great demand by 
those who are attracted by the fine fishing near the old covered 
bridge. 
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TANNEYHILL BRIDGE 


Driftwood River (ke) Bartholomew County 


1.5 miles W. of 
TAYLORSVILLE 


Built 1870 
Length 236’ (No overhang) 
Width 16’-6” Height 18’ 
Sheet Metal Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments and Pier 
Two Spans Load Limit 3 Tons 
Howe Truss 
Photographed Jan. 10, 1948, 11:05 A. M. 

South Side 


The abutments of the Tanneyhill Bridge are built of huge 
cut stone and are made integral with the massive wingwalls. 
These no doubt protected the structure from extensive damage 
when a recent flood moved the span about eight inches. 

One of the early settlers of this region once operated a hand- 
power gristmill, but increased demands made it necessary for him 
to enlist the aid of Flat Rock River. According to local residents, 
a forked pole was erected on an island in the river and a similar 
stick was also placed in a perpendicular position on the bank. A 
straight pole was laid in the crotches of these uprights with 
paddles fastened to it in such a manner that the river current 
would rotate the pole. Suitable gearing was attached to the 
shore end of the horizontal pole and these were in turn connected 
to the grinder. 

There were also covered bridges at the northeast edge of 
Columbus, at Newbern, at Azalia, and one near Hartsville. 
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LEWISCREEK BRIDGE 


Lewis Creek (hb) Shelby County 


W. edge of 
LEWISCREEK 


Built 1883 by A. M. Kennedy & Sons 
Length 130’ plus 9’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 13’-6” 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit Not Given 
Burr Arch 
Photographed June 8, 1948, 10:00 A. M. 
East Portal 


Another covered bridge was formerly located a few miles 
east of Lewiscreek and was removed when State Route 9 was re- 
located. Cave Bridge, as it was called, derived its name from Flat 
Rock Cave, which was located just east of the old span. It is said 
that a naturalist, Robert Rutherford, has at times lived in this 
grotto. In the early days, two well-known watermills were lo- 
cated near Cave Bridge. 

Lewiscreek School, built in 1909, has since been abandoned 
and pupils are now sent to Flat Rock. Disastrous fires have struck 
at Lewiscreek, and two grain elevators have been destroyed in 
the conflagrations. 

The post office at Flat Rock reminds one of the old days of 
the West. The mail service is taken care of in a building which 
at one time housed the Flat Rock Bank. 
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BRANDYWINE BRIDGE 


Middle Fk., Lewis Creek (eu) Shelby County 


4.1 miles S. of 
SHELBYVILLE 
on State Route 9, then Right 0.1 mile 


Built originally 1879 by A. M. Kennedy & Sons 
Rebuilt here, 1913 
Length 92’ plus 9’ overhang at each end 
Width 15’-6” Height 13’ 
Shingle Roof 
Concrete Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 5 Tons 
Burr Arch 
Photographed Nov. 4, 1945, 1:00 P. M. 
East Portal 


This covered bridge was built originally over the Brandy- 
wine at Fairland. It was damaged by the 1913 flood, and later 
the same year it was moved to its present location. The name 
it still bears was the one given to it when the span was first 
erected at Fairland. 

Quite a number of changes were made in the appearance 
when it was moved. The shape of the portals was altered, scrolls 
were removed, and some of the ornate cornice blocks were 
omited. Brandywine Bridge is now quite a contrast to the Shel- 
byville bridge, which still has its original turned-post railing, 
arcaded sidewalks, and roadway. 

Inquiry at the county engineer’s office failed to get a load 
limit set for this bridge. Substantial wingwalls will no doubt add 
many years to the life of the structure. 

Shelby County was organized in 1821 and named in honor 
of Isaac Shelby, first governor of Kentucky. 
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MOSCOW BRIDGE 


Big Flat Rock River (pd) Rush County 


At 
MOSCOW 


Built 1886 by Emmett L. Kennedy 
Length 330’ plus 8’ overhang at each end 
Width 15’-6” Height 13’-6” 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments and Pier 
Two Spans Load Limit 5 Tons 
Burr Arch 
Photographed Oct. 21, 1947, 12:55 P. M. 
South Portal 


This is a fine example of the Kennedy art and was the only 
covered bridge found with this type of lattice ventilators. Any- 
one standing in the bridge while trucks come rumbling through 
will appreciate the sturdiness of it. 

Moscow is built on the south side of the river and close 
around the bridge. Just a short distance upstream is a turbin 
type watermill. A low wall has been constructed to keep the 
stream from spreading out in the bottoms and also to form a 
raceway for the mill. The retaining wall parallels the road and 
makes an unusual picture, which must be seen to be appreciated. 

Marion Owen dismantled the Owen mill in 1912 and stored 
the mill wheel fittings. These parts are now to be found in the 
water wheel at the restored village at Spring Mill Park. 
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FORSYTHE BRIDGE 


Big Flat Rock River (kn) Rush County 


1.2 miles N.E. of 
MOSCOW 
then Left 2.0 miles 


Built 1888 by Emmett L. Kennedy 
Length 186’ plus 6’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 15’-6” 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 


One Span Load Limit 5 Tons 
Burr Arch 
Photographed Oct. 21, 1947, 12:10 P. M. 
South Side 


This bridge derived its name from Asa Forsythe, who op- 
erated a gristmill nearby. It is understood that Mr. Forsythe pur- 
chased the Hungerford Mill in 1870 and abandoned it in 1884. 

Hidden away, off the beaten path, this span is situated in 
one of the most beautiful spots in Indiana. It is especially lovely 
in the fall when the river is low. The stream is crystal clear, 
and the rock-strewn bed can be seen through the rippling water. 

According to Jim Harcourt, a mastadon tooth was found by 
one of the workmen while making the grade for the bridge. Jim 
was born and reared about a mile south of Forsythe Bridge. It 
was his father, J. F. Harcourt, who obtained the first patent on 
the three-hoe wheat drill. The Scull-Harcourt Mill was pur- 
chased by the senior Mr. Harcourt in 1865 and was operated as a 
grain drill factory until 1890. The building was destroyed by 
fire in 1893. 
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FERREE BRIDGE 


Br. Little Flat Rock River (nk) Rush County 


1.3 miles E. of 
MILROY 
on State Route 244, then Left 1.3 miles 


Built 1873 by A. M. Kennedy & Sons 
Length 87’ plus 7’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 13’-6” 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 5 Tons 
Burr Arch 
Photographed June 4, 1944, 4:15 P. M. 
South Portal 


Even though Ferree Bridge is not as pretentious as some of 
the other Kennedy bridges it does have the distinction of being 
the first one built in this county. 

Another Kennedy span which had been located about two 
miles south of Milroy was taken for a long ride. It was purchased 
in 1933 by the residents of Lake County, Indiana and moved 
to the fairgrounds at Crown Point. 

Rush County is famous for its importation and breeding of 
Jersey cattle. Other types of stock are also much in evidence 
in the county. | 

In 1817, Jacob Whetzel cut a trace through the primeval 
forests from Laurel to Waverly. Whetzel’s route crossed the 
branch of Little Flat Rock River at about the spot where this 
covered bridge is now located. It was the first east-and-west 
road in the New Purchase. 
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PERKINS CORNER BRIDGE 


Little Flat Rock River (md) Rush County 


0.8 mile N.W. of 
NEW SALEM 
then Left 1.8 miles, then Left 0.5 mile 


Built 1880 by A. M. Kennedy & Sons 
Length 73’ plus 10’ overhang at each end 
Width 15’-6” Height 13’-6” 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 5 Tons 
Howe (all timber) Truss 
Photographed June 4, 1944, 5:00 P. M. 
North Side 


This covered span is one of the few examples in which the 
Kennedys departed from their usual practice of using the Burr 
type truss. Only three Kennedy bridges now remain in which 
the all-timber Howe truss is found. 

The community derived its name from the Perkins family 
who lived here. Boss Perkins owned a 1300 acre farm, a store, 
and a tavern. According to Bert Beaver, the latter was a favorite 
rendezous for stockmen who were on their way to Cincinnati. 
Mr. Perkins was a well-known cattle breeder, and his name be- 
came quite prominent in racing circles. 

The Pleasant Run Cemetery, located just north of the old 
covered bridge, contains the graves of many members of the 
Perkins family. The homestead still remains but the younger 
generations have all moved elsewhere. 
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BALLSTOWN BRIDGE 


Br. Laughery Creek (mb) Ripley County 


3.6 miles S. of 
BATESVILLE 
on State Route 229 


Built 1880 by Thomas A. Hardman 
Length 79’ plus 4’ overhang at each end 
Width 13’-6” Height 12’-6” 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 4 Tons 
Howe Truss 
Photographed Nov. 4, 1945, 3:15 P. M. 
South Portal 


Many years ago nearly every male citizen of this community 
was surnamed William (Bill). For a long time thereafter the 
town was known as Billstown. With a slight change it afterward 
became Ballstown. 

The old Michigan Road passes through Napoleon just a few 
miles west of this covered bridge. The right-of-way for this route 
from Lake Michigan to Madison was obtained from the Indians by 
the Treaty of 1826. Many of the present state roads follow this 
old trail. 

The northwest diagonal boundary of Ripley County follows 
the Indiana Territory Boundary Line as fixed on January 11, 
1805. This line cuts across State Route 46 just west of Bates- 
ville, thus forming the triangular portion of Franklin County. 

Another covered bridge was located on Laughery Creek about 
four miles east of Napoleon. It was removed in 1924. 
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STOCKHEUGHTER BRIDGE 


Salt Creek (ed) Franklin County 
1.6 miles E. of 


ENOCHSBURG 
Built 1887 
Length 92’ plus 4’ overhang at each end 
Width 13’ Height 13’ 


Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 4 Tons 
Howe Truss 
Photographed Apr. 22, 1946, 2:10 P. M. 
South Side 


According to Regina Volk, this community was named in 
honor of Enoch Abraham. He and Mike Powers were the first 
settlers in Enochsburg. From historical data in the Centennial 
Book of the Holy Family Church of Oldenburg, it was learned 
that Woodson Clark assisted Enoch Abraham in laying out the 
new settlement. 

In 1844, a Catholic church was established in a log cabin, 
and Father Rudolph named it in honor of St. John, the Evangelist. 
The pastor from Oldenburg was instrumental in founding many 
such missions in the communities round about. 

Enochsburg also had a post office, but its service was dis- 
continued about 1900. Still standing at the east edge of town 
is the old brick building which once housed the town’s harness 
shop. A picturesque stone bridge was built near Ben Volk’s 
home in 1890. 
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HAMBURG BRIDGE 


Little Salt Creek (bu) Franklin County 


0.4 mile W. of 
OLDENBURG 
then Right 2.5 miles, then Right 1.1 miles 


Length 137’ plus 5’ overhang at each end 
Width 13’-6” Height 13’-6” 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 4 Tons 
Howe Truss 
Photographed Apr. 22, 1946, 3:00 P. M. 
South Portal 


The early settlers of this community were predominately 
German immigrants. Being devout Catholics, they soon had oc- 
casion to erect their own church building. The historical sketch 
of the Holy Family Church states that a delegation was sent over 
to Oldenburg to inspect the famous old “Russian” tower on the 
stone church at that community. The delegates told the local 
blacksmith that the dome would make an excellent topper for 
their church at Hamburg. They insisted that the tower served 
no purpose because the building was now being used as a mon- 
astery. The dome remained at Oldenburg. 

This covered bridge is in a section of Indiana where the 
landscape is dotted with the spires of many churces. Catho- 
lice Brothers can often be seen passing through this old span 
while on pilgrimages to one of the woodland shrines. 

Between Hamburg and Oldenburg was an eighty-acre tract 
of virgin timber owned by Elizabeth Meyers. The forest giants 
were recently cut and sold to an out-of-town company. 
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ETTER BRIDGE 


Clear Fk., Pipe Creek (ek) Franklin County 
2.0 miles E. of 


OLDENBURG 
Length 59’ plus 3’ overhang at each end 
Width 13’-6” Height 11’-6” 


Sheet Metal Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit Not Given 
Howe Truss 
Photographed Apr. 22, 1946, 3:25 P. M. 
West Portal 


Oldenburg was settled in 1817 by William George and his 
brother. The town, platted in 1837, is now noted for its Catholic 
institutions. According to data on a marker along State Route 
229, the first post office at Oldenburg was established in the year 
1845. 

The community was noted for its brickyards, which furnished 
the material for the convent and monastery buildings. An old 
waterpowered mill once stood near where the state road now 
crosses the main street. In the early days, flour and woolen mills 
were also located here. 

Among the famous native sons of Oldenburg was George 
M. Schebler. Mr. Schebler, living in the former limits of the 
Oldenburg parish, inventor of the Schebler carburetor, produced 
the first twelve cylinder car ever made. He was awarded the 
Honor Medal by the Kiwanis Club, and his twelve cylinder motor 
is now on display in Indianapolis. 
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HAYMOND BRIDGE 


Br. of Pipe Creek (er) Franklin County 


6.8 miles E. of 
OLDENBURG 
at Saint Marys of the Rock 


Built 1881 
Length 115’ plus 5’ overhang at each end 
Width 13’-6” Height 12’ 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 

One Span Load Limit Not Given 
Howe Truss 

Photographed Apr. 22, 1946, 3:50 P. M. 
East Portal 


This little covered span is located near the church of Saint 
Marys of the Rock. Some maps still show Haymond, a community 
which bore the name of the post office which was once located 
here. 

About midway between Saint Marys and Brookville there 
is a community known as Oak Forest. In the early days, the 
region was heavily wooded with many species of oak. The name 
of Oak Forest was thus inspired. 

All but one of the covered bridges in this county are Howe 
truss structures, a type invented by William Howe. Two of his 
brothers were also mechanically minded. Tyler invented the 
spring bed, and Elias is well known for his sewing machine. 
Although no Howe machines are now being made, Elias’s income 
was given as “in the millions”. No doubt many have passed 
through the Massachusetts village of Spencer, unaware that the 
famous Howe family had lived there. 
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LOWER BLUE CREEK BRIDGE 


Blue Creek (dh) Franklin County 


1.7 miles S.W. of 
BROOKVILLE 
then Left 0.2 mile 


Built 1894 
Length 130’ plus 8’ overhang at each end 
Width 15’ Height 14’-6” 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit Not Given 

Howe Truss 

Photographed Sept. 14, 1942, 4:05 P. M. 
South Portal 


Lower Blue Creek Bridge is located in a lovely setting. A 
clothing store advertisement on the south portal, and a speed 
limit sign on the opposite end are both in keeping with covered 
bridge tradition. A rural mail box and an old swinging gate add 
more charm to the scene. 

The present site of Brookville was once a large Indian camp 
ground. Amos Butler, a Quaker from Pennsylvania, settled here 
in 1804. Mr. Butler built a sawmill and a gristmill after bringing 
the burrs by pack horse from Cincinnati. 

Much of Brookville’s early growth and development was 
brought about by the establishment of the Whitewater Canal. 
Even until late years many factories were benefited by water 
rights long after shipping on the canal had ceased. 

On the highway three miles south of Brookville stands an 
old church. A tablet over the doorway bears the inscription, 
“Little Cedar Grove Baptist Church, Erected 1812”. 


63 


UPPER BLUE CREEK BRIDGE 


Blue Creek (fh) Franklin County 


1.7 miles S.W. of 
BROOKVILLE 
then Right 3.1 miles 


Length 105’ plus 6’ overhang at each end 
Width 14’ Height 14’-6” 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit Not Given 
Howe Truss 
Photographed Oct. 21, 1947, 10:10 A. M. 
East Portal 


This bridge is the same type as the one nearer to Brookville. 
It is a type usually built by a bridge company rather than by 
an individual builder. 

The road through the valley between these two bridges is 
especially beautiful. Wooded hills on each side of the stream are 
photogenic at any season of the year. The remains of picturesque 
stone houses can be seen among the trees. 

Several well-kept log houses may also be seen. In one such 
house lives Elmer Poe. The road at one time followed along the 
creek at the rear of Mr. Poe’s house. 

As near as can be plotted, this bridge is very near the Green- 
ville Treaty Line. It is interesting to note the proximity of this 
line to three of Franklin County’s covered bridges. 
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LOGAN CREEK BRIDGE 


Logan Creek (ew) Dearborn County 


On U. S. 52, 3.9 miles N.W. of 
WEST HARRISON 
then Left 0.5 mile, then Left 0.2 mile 


Built 1874 by A. M. Kennedy & Sons 
Length 94’ plus 3’ overhang at each end 
Width 15’-6” Height 13’ 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 3 Tons 
Howe (all timber) Truss 
Photographed May 24, 1942, 3:30 P. M. 
West Portal 


This Kennedy bridge was left by its lonesome self when the 
Logan Creek road was relocated and became State Route 46. Metal 
bin-type retaining walls were recently built just west of the bridge 
in order to prevent erosion of the highways. This revetment is the 
first of its type ever constructed by the Indiana State Highway 
Commission. 

Until washed out by the 1913 flood, the Longnecker covered 
bridge spanned the Whitewater River nearby. William Shrader, 
map draftsman at the Hamilton County Court House, relates the 
following incident from his boyhood days. Among his chores 
was that of bringing the cows in each evening. The cowpath of 
necessity led through the Longnecker Bridge. 

The bridge had lattice-covered windows, and as the sun sank 
low in the west, slanting sunbeams could be seen across the dim 
interior. The homeward-bound cows, no doubt thinking the 
sunbeams to be rail barriers, would stoop to get under. 
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FAIRFIELD BRIDGE 


E. Fk., Whitewater River (bn) Franklin County 


S. edge of 
FAIRFIELD 


Built 1866 by J. L. Kennedy 
Length 300’ plus 7’ overhang at each end 
Width 15’-6” Height 14’ 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments and Pier 
Two Spans Load Limit Not Given 
Howe Truss 
Photographed July 18, 1943, 1:00 P. M. 
East Portal 


The fair fields along the Whitewater River could well have 
been the inspiration for the name of this village. The beauty and 
serenity of this peaceful valley is enjoyable at any season, whether 
it be tinted with the fresh green of spring, or the golden glows 
of harvest time. 

A monument has been erected on the east side of Fairfield’s 
main street to mark the birthplace of James Maurice Thompson. 
This well-known Indiana author was born here in 1844. He died 
in 1901, at the age of 57. 

The Ohio-Indiana Boundary Line of 1795 passed through 
Fairfield, just east of the old covered bridge. This section of 
Indiana is rich in early American history. It is also closely linked 
with the birth of our national flag. The town of Laurel was 
founded by a Mr. Conwell, son-in-law of Betsy Ross. The route 
west of Laurel will bring to view some very beautiful scenery. 


66 


OFFUTT’S FORD BRIDGE 


Little Blue River (gn) Rush County 
0.9 mile N. of 
ARLINGTON 

then Right 2.3 miles, then Left 0.5 mile 


Built 1884 by Kennedy Brothers 
Length 85’ plus 8’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 13’-6” 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 


One Span Load Limit 5 Tons 
Burr Arch 
Photographed Sept. 27, 1947, 12:30 P. M. 
South Side 


A small cemetery is located near Offutt’s Ford Bridge and 
local residents relate that a funeral from out of town became lost 
on its way to this burying ground. 

Another covered structure was once located on Three Mile 
Creek almost due north of this span. Residents near the Soldiers’ 
and Sailors’ Orphans Home state that the bridge was removed 
many years ago. Ora Siler, of Carthage, remembers having 
driven through the structure and recalls that it was then in very 
poor condition. 

According to some reports, there was a covered bridge in 
Carthage. This busy town is noted for its paper factories and 
allied industries. Raw material is readily available, the straw 
from the nearby grain fields being used for the pulp. Big Blue 
River furnishes water necessary to quench the thirst of the mills. 


67 


ARLINGTON BRIDGE 


Little Blue River (hd) Rush County 


0.4 mile S. of 
ARLINGTON 


Built 1882 by A. M. Kennedy & Sons 
Length 95’ plus 9’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 13’ 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 5 Tons 
Burr Arch 
Photographed June 4, 1944, 2:05 P. M. 
South Portal 


Within sight of this bridge, at the east edge of Arlington, was 
another Kennedy span. It was replaced by a modern structure 
in 1926. The bridges of this family were quite numerous in Rush 
County. Old watermills were also abundant in this part of the 
state, there being more than two dozen on Flat Rock River alone. 

At the center of town, and at the side of U. S. Highway 52, 
an old cemetery can be seen. It was deeded to the town when 
the community was known by the name of Burlington. Arling- 
ton was at one time known as Beech Grove. A fraternal lodge 
still bears that early name. 

Anyone interested in curios should see the collection which 
hangs on the walls of the feed mill located near the railroad 
station. Among the relics to be seen are candle molds, tin lanterns, 
shingle splitter, guns, coffee mill, and sausage grinders. 
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SWAIN’S MILL BRIDGE 


Little Blue River (hk) Rush County 


2.1 miles W. of 
ARLINGTON 
on U. S. 52, then Left 2.4 miles 


Built 1881 by A. M. Kennedy & Sons 
Length 98’ plus 8’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 13’-6” 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 5 Tons 
Burr Arch 
Photographed June 4, 1944, 2:30 P. M. 
North Portal 


This covered bridge derived its name from an old gristmill 
which used to stand nearby. A picture showing both the bridge 
and mill on the same print may be seen at the Arlington elevator. 
Two of the millstones are now resting at The Maples, the home 
of A. W. Rigsbee. 

Mr. Rigsbee relates that the mill was built in the early 1830's, 
by his great-grandfather Thomas Swain. The mill was in opera- 
tion until about the turn of the century. 

The old road went past the mill and then straight into the 
bridge. The highway has since been rebuilt and moved to the 
east. This is the reason being given for the covered bridge being 
“crooked with the world”. 

This span should be very easy to find. The Blue River Meth- 
odist Church has a large sign on the south side of the national 
road. Follow these directions to the church and then continue 
on a short distance to the bridge. 
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BUCK CREEK BRIDGE 


Buck Creek (an) Marion County 


1.2 miles S. of U.S. Route 52 at 
JULIETTA 
then Right 0.2 mile 


Built 1881 by A. M. Kennedy & Sons 
Length 96’ plus 8’ overhang at each end 
Width 15’-6” Height 11’ 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 3 Tons 
Howe Truss 
Photographed Apr. 23, 1948, 9:30 A. M. 
East Portal 


The covered bridge here is another of Marion County’s 
“bird house” bridges. Just why the builder used this distinguish- 
ing feature is not known. 

The county infirmary known as Juiletta is located on U. 5S. 
Route 52 just to the north of the bridge. The institution was first 
established in a log cabin a short distance west of Indianapolis 
and took these quarters after the Central State Hospital for the 
Insane was moved elsewhere. 

Buck Creek Christian Chapel is situated west of the old 
covered bridge. This organization, founded in 1859, first met in 
a grove a short distance south of the present church site. Charles 
Hittle, one of the elders, and a member for nearly half a century, 
relates that a log school served as the next meeting place. The 
present brick structure replaced a frame building many years 
ago. A neat grove of trees in front of the sanctuary adds charm 
to this wayside shrine. 
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SOUTHPORT BRIDGE 


Little Buck Creek (af) Marion County 
1.3 miles E. of 


SOUTHPORT 
Built 1896 
Length 65’ plus 5’ overhang at each end- 
Width 15’ Height 12’ 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 3 Tons 


Howe Truss 
Photographed Apr. 23, 1948, 9:00 A. M. 
South Side 


This is one of the smaller bridges and its portals have been 
badly damaged by oversized modern trucks. Mrs. Charles L. 
Ferguson recalls that the Southport Church and the covered 
bridge were both built at the same time. Mrs. Ferguson also 
stated that she had to ride her bicycle around the detour during 
the construction of the span. 

Although located on a busy thoroughfare, the serene sur- 
roundings bring back memories of the days when the bridge was 
young. Fine meadows along the creek provide excellent pasture. 
Hackberry, elms, and sycamores furnish cooling shade for the 
cattle and sheep which may be seen grazing nearby. 

As one walks through the portals on a hot summer day, the 
refreshing odor of mint helps to neutralize the fumes from pass- 
ing cars. According to agricultural reports, Indiana produces 
more mint than any other state. In many sections stills are oper- 
ated in the open fields. 
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WHITE RIVER BRIDGE 


W. Fk., White River (awa) Marion County 


2.0 miles E. of 
WEST NEWTON 
then Left 0.2 mile, then Right 0.4 mile 


Built 1879-’80 by A. M. Kennedy & Sons 
Length 465’ plus 9’ overhang at each end 
Width 17’ Height 14’ 

Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments and Pier, Cement Veneer 
Three Spans Load Limit 3 Tons 
Burr Arch 
Photographed Apr. 19, 1948, 10:45 A. M. 
North Side 


This is the longest wooden covered bridge remaining in 
Indiana. It is also one of the three-span structures still in use 
in the state. The bridge was to have been replaced this year, but 
excessive costs made it possible to grant a reprieve to the old 
landmark. 

Buck Creek levee was rebuilt in 1936 and the dike was con- 
tinued along White River, thus giving added flood protection to 
the rich farm land along these streams. Powers Hapgood tells of 
having rowed over his farm in a canoe during previous floods. 
Mr. Hapgood informed the author that he is willing to donate 
land for relocating the road, provided the covered bridge is 
spared when a new structure is built. 

An old graveyard on Louis Sutton’s farm contains the grave 
of General Custer’s mother. Another burying ground on the 
bank of White River was torn up when the levee was built. 
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TRADERS POINT BRIDGE 


Fishback Creek (che) Marion County 


On State Route 52, 1.6 miles N. of 
TRADERS POINT 
then Left on 86th Street, 0.2 mile 


Built 1880 

Length 88’ plus 10’ overhang at each end 

Width 14’ Height 13’ 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 3 Tons 

Howe Truss 

Photographed July 15, 1947, 10:10 A. M. 
East Portal 


This community was so named because of an Indian trading 
post which was located here in the early days. Dandy Trail which 
runs south from Traders Point no doubt followed an early route 
to the old post. The covered span has found favor with a nearby 
resident who placed his house so it faces toward the bridge 
rather than toward the highway. 

Many scenic and historic spots are being honored with road- 
side parks and observation lookouts. At these places, the traveler 
can drive off to the side of the road in order to view the sur- 
rounding landscape and yet not be subjected to the hazards of 
passing traffic. 

One such observation post is on State Route 135 south of 
Bean Blossom. Another provides an unusual view of the Ohio 
River from Route 62, west of Leavenworth. On highway and 
byway, Indiana furnishes scenery to please the taste of almost 
all visitors. 
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BARNARD BRIDGE 


Big Walnut Creek (ce) Putnam County 


0.7 mile S. of 
BARNARD 
then Right 0.3 mile, then Left 0.4 mile 


Built 1889 by J. A. Watkins 
Length 112’ plus 14’ overhang at each end 
Width 15’-6” Length 14’ 
Sheet Metal Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 


One Span Load Limit Not Given 
Burr Arch 

Photographed Oct. 12, 1947, 10:10 A. M. 
East Side 


Warning! A sign on the end of the Barnard Bridge reads, 
“Danger’s Bridge’. At one time, a storm caused one end of the 
bridge to slip sideways on its southern abutment. No doubt this 
is the reason for the warning. It was during this same storm that 
Barney Russell’s house was blown away. Only the floor was left 
to show where the house had stood. 

While this bridge was being erected, one of the workmen 
fell off and into the creek. After being rescued, he was heard to 
say that he made such a splash that it took fifteen minutes for 
the hole in the water to close up. 
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DICKERSON BRIDGE 


Big Walnut Creek (cu) Putnam County 
0.7 mile W. of 
NEW MAYSVILLE 
then Right 1.7 miles 


Built 1886 
Length 138’ plus 6’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 13’ 


Sheet Metal Roof 
Concrete Abutments 
One Span Load Limit Not Given 
Howe Truss 
Photographed Oct. 12, 1947, 10:35 A. M. 
West Side 


Many a flower is born to blush unseen. Almost hidden from 
view is the lovely flower garden of Dave Parker. In neat rows 
one can see gladiola, larkspur, marigold, sweet William, dahlias, 
poppies, zinnias, and cosmos. This covered span is sometimes 
known as the Davy Parker Bridge. 

A section of the road was relocated and the bridge was 
shifted slightly. The road as now located eliminates a sharp curve 
at the south end of the span. 

New roads being built now are often made to cross a stream 
diagonally, whereas the old covered bridges crossed squarely. 
The old procedure not only made possible a shorter wooden 
structure but also gave it a more substantial foundation. Flood 
waters hitting the abutments squarely were less apt to cause 
them to wash out. 
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PINE BLUFF BRIDGE 


Big Walnut Creek (cw) Putnam County 


2.4 miles W. of 
NEW MAYSVILLE 


Length 211’ plus 4’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 13’-6” 
Sheet Metal Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments and Pier 
Two Spans Load Limit Not Given 
Howe Truss 
Photographed Oct. 12, 1947, 11:00 A. M. 
South Side 


Pools beneath covered bridges are favorite haunts for fisher- 
men. Until recently a camp was maintained here for those who 
frequented this spot. 

On a gate at the west end of the bridge a sign has been 
erected which is lettered as follows, “Aug 3th, you had beter 
read and sty you out”. Printed with crayon are these words, 
“What about June 15? We went in anyhow. You had better learn 
how to spell”. 

A poorly-kept spring, nearly hidden from view by the over- 
growth of weeds and thistles, was found in the side of the hill 
near the eastern end of the bridge. Water had been piped up over 
the hill to the cabins which are now unused. No doubt, many tall 
fish stories have been told over tall, cool glasses of spring water. 
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ROLLING STONE BRIDGE 


Big Walnut Creek (ua) Putnam County 


1.0 mile N. of 
BAINBRIDGE 
then Right 1.8 miles 


Built 1915 by J. A. Britton 
Length 103’ plus 10’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 13’ 
Sheet Metal Roof 
Concrete Abutments 
One Span Load Limit Not Given 
Burr Arch 
Photographed Oct. 12, 1947, 11:30 A. M. 
East Portal 


This span derived its name from a large boulder which was 
rolled around by the action of the water. Considered as a menace 
to the safety of the bridge, it was finally put out of existence 
with dynamite. 

Many fine specimens of Indiana’s state flower, the blossom 
of the tulip poplar, may be found here. For several hundred feet 
north, the bridge approach is canopied by overhanging branches 
of many species of trees. The view of the bridge, as seen through 
this vista, is one long to be remembered. 

At the opposite end of the bridge the road rises very sharply 
and parallels the creek for a considerable distance. Through the 
heavily wooded hillside, one may catch glimpses of the stream a 
hundred feet or more below. 
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HILLIS BRIDGE 


Big Walnut Creek (cn) Putnam County 


0.9 mile E. of 
BAINBRIDGE 
on U. S. Route 36, then Right 1.5 miles 


Built 1901 by J. J. Daniels 
Length 128’ plus 10’ overhang at each end 
Width 14’ Height 13’ 
Sheet Metal Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 

One Span Load Limit Not Given 
Burr Arch 

Photographed Aug. 15, 1947, 1:40 P. M. 
West Portal 


This fine example of Mr. Daniels’ skill still stands almost 
deserted in its appointed spot. In 1933, when the old road was 
straightened and rebuilt into U. S. Highway 36, this section of 
road was left for local use by those who otherwise would have 
been left stranded. A building just west of the bridge still labeled 
‘Roadside Market”, is now barely visible above the weeds. 

According to Arthur Plummer, the bridge derived its name 
from the Hillis watermill which was located a short distance up- 
stream. The miller’s old stone house is still standing about one- 
half a mile above the mill site. Old State Road 36 was known 
as the Ocean-to-Ocean Highway. 

Judging from the names written, this bridge might well be 
called the Lonely Hearts Bridge. Names, addresses, and ages are 
given, and no doubt, photographs would be sent on request. 
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HARSHBARGER BRIDGE 


Big Raccoon Creek (pr-c) Montgomery County 


2.6 miles E. of 
RACCOON 


Built 1900 by J. J. Daniels 
Length 152’ plus 9’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 12’ 
Shingle Roof 
Concrete Abutments 
One Span Load Limit Not Given 
Howe Truss (Arch added later) 
Photographed July 17, 1947, 4:00 P. M. 
West Portal 


This bridge is on the north boundary line of Putnam County 
and directly east of the Cornstalk Bridge. It is usually indexed 
as being east of Parkersburg in Montgomery County. 

Bumblebees seem to have squatters’ rights at covered 
bridges. A nest in the ground just inside the portal caused the 
author to tread lightly lest the wrath of the tenants be aroused. 
Similar encounters have occurred at other spans. 

Harry Stamp, who owns several farms west of here, is quite 
well-known as a breeder of fine cattle. This region is famous for 
its fine horses and also renowned for dairy cattle. 

In the spring the roadsides are beautiful with a carpet of 
wild flowers. Some blanket the ground while others modestly 
hide themselves in the grass or under the shrubbery. Petals soon 
flutter to the ground and not for another year will their loveli- 
ness again appear. 
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CORNSTALK BRIDGE 


Cornstalk Creek (bd) Putnam County 


2.0 miles E. of 
RACCOON 


Built 1917 by J. A. Britton 
Length 82’ plus 8’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 14’ 
Shingle Roof 
Concrete Abutments 
One Span Load Limit Not Given 
Burr Arch 
Photographed July 17, 1947, 3:30 P. M. 
West Portal 


Cornstalk Bridge is a Burr truss, but the arch has been 
poorly constructed. It spans Cornstalk Creek, a tributary of Big 
Raccoon Creek, and from that stream it derived its name. 

Just west of Cornstalk Bridge was the site of the famous 
two-lane bridge that was moved to Clinton Falls. The double- 
barreled structure was built by Henry Wolf, who also built the 
span at Yountsville. There are records of covered bridges having 
been built by Aaron Wolf, but it is not known if these two 
builders were related. 

It is said that the roof of this old landmark was covered with 
hand-cut walnut shingles. The type of construction was the Burr 
truss, sometimes referred to as the Burr arch truss. This method 
of construction was patented in 1804 by Theodore Burr. 
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WILLIAM MEYERS BRIDGE 


Big Raccoon Creek (p) Putnam County 


1.7 miles S. of 
RUSSELLVILLE 
then Left 2.3 miles 


Built 1873 
Length 164 plus 6’ overhang at each end 
Width 15’-6” Height 13’ 
Sheet Metal Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit Not Given 
Smith Patent Truss 
Photographed July 17, 1947, 2:45 P. M. 
South Portal 


This covered span was so named because of its nearness to 
the Meyers’ farms. According to the 1946 county map, Lee Meyers 
owns the farm nearest the bridge. 

In summer, the structure is nearly hidden by the trees and 
shrubbery. This, however, is what makes Indiana scenery so en- 
joyable. Redbud and dogwood start off the beauty parade with 
their colorful blossoms. Blue sky and fleecy white clouds then 
add more color to a scene which no artist can duplicate. 

Russellville was in the limelight seventy-five years ago with 
its balloon ascension. According to William Durham, the balloon- 
ist was stationed inside the bag and the contrivance was inflated 
by heated air from an alcohol fire within. The star of the show 
would keep calling for more alcohol on the fire until the balloon 
was ready to ascend. As far as known, this was the first such 
flight ever made in Putnam County. 
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CLODFELTER BRIDGE 


Big Raccoon Creek (af) Putnam County 


0.9 mile N. of 
MORTON 
then Left 1.6 miles 


Built 1900 by J. A. Britton 
Length 200’ plus 7’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 15’ 
Roof: Half Sheet Metal, Half Shingle 
Cut Stone Abutments and Pier 
Two Spans Load Limit Not Given 
Burr Arch 
Photographed Oct. 11, 1947, 4:00 P. M. 
South Portal 


On account of floods it was necessary to build an additional 
fifty-foot span to the original structure. Two spans of different 
lengths produce an unusual appearance in the interior. With the 
Burr truss type of construction the shorter span will have a 
lower arch. 

Clodfelter farms can be seen in almost all directions, so the 
bridge has been appropriately named. Clodfelter Bridge is on 
Raccoon Creek, about one mile downstream from the mouth of 
Ramp Creek, the stream made famous by the old covered bridge 
at Fincastle. 

Many artists have been attracted to Indiana by the colorful 
woodland scenes, especially the beech groves. Many of these fine 
trees are dying because they no longer have the deep coolness 
of the virgin forest in which they thrive best. 
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PORTLAND MILLS BRIDGE 


Big Raccoon Creek (kg) Parke County 


W. edge of 
PORTLAND MILLS 


Built 1856 by Aaron Wolf 
Length 130’ plus 8’ overhang at each end 
Width 15’ Height 13’ 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 

One Span Load Limit 8 Tons 
Burr Arch 

Photographed July 17, 1947, 1:00 P. M. 
West Portal 


As will noted from the photograph, this span has a distinc- 
tively different portal. The Yountsville Bridge was built by Henry 
Wolf. Several other wooden structures are of the same type but 
the name of the builder is not known. 

Harbison Bridge, built near Portland Mills in 1916, was 
accidentally destroyed by fire on December 22, 1943. One of the 
“Inch” pipe lines sprung a leak and spread oil on the waters of 
Big Raccoon Creek. The resulting blaze quickly spread and soon 
ignited the covered span even though precaution had been taken 
to prevent such a disaster. 

Portland Mills was another mill town. Watermills were quite 
prominent in Indiana as early as 1840, at which time an esti- 
mated 2,000 were in operation in the state. One such mill was 
known to have been in use in Knox County as early as 1790. 
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DOOLEY STATION BRIDGE 


Little Raccoon Creek (mb) Parke County 


1.7 miles S. of 
WAVELAND 
on Temp. Route 59, then Right 2.0 miles 


Built 1917 by W. C. Carty 
Length 73’ plus 11’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 13’-6” 
Shingle Roof 
Concrete Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 8 Tons 
Modified Burr Arch 
Photographed July 17, 1947, 5:45 P. M. 
West Portal 


This wooden span, known as the Dooley Station Bridge, is 
located just east of the former flag-stop by that name. The 
builder’s name has sometimes been spelled MacCarty, and oc- 
casionally the spelling has been McCarthy. 

According to Wayne Simms, postmaster at Waveland, the 
town was so named because of the wavy contour of the terrain 
round about. Much of the land belonged to John Milligan, who 
purchased it from the United States Government. 

A round barn is one of the prominent landmarks between 
Waveland and the Dooley Station Bridge. Mr. William Durham 
stated that there are several other such barns in this section of 
the county. 

After visiting this covered bridge one can easily find the 
Moore Bridge by returning to temporary State Route 59 and re- 
suming directions from that intersection. 
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MOORE BRIDGE 


S. Fk., Little Raccoon Cr., (mh) Parke County 


5.8 miles S. of 
WAVELAND 
on Temp. Route 59, then Left 1.6 miles 


Built 1909 by J. A. Britton 
Length 65’ plus 8’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 13’ 
Shingle Roof 
Concrete Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 8 Tons 
Burr Arch 
Photographed July 17, 1947, 6:30 P. M. 
West Portal 


Moore Bridge is located east of the now improved route of 
State Road 59. From Waveland south to this turn-off the route 
is still unimproved and it is not yet known whether or not the 
improvement will continue over the route now being used as 
Temporary Route 59. 

This span derived its name from the Moore estate. It is stated 
that Mr. Moore was a well-known breeder of fine horses. 

The author and his wife spent a most enjoyable afternoon 
at the home of Mr. and Mrs. William Durham. This life-long resi- 
dent of the community related many interesting stories of the 
early days of Waveland. Mr. Durham was born in a log cabin not 
far from where he now resides and has voted in this district 
longer than any other resident. He has a sixty-foot drilled well 
in his yard and with a gourd dipper, he served a refreshing drink 
to the thirsty bridge-hunters. 
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BEESON BRIDGE 


Roaring Creek (nw) Parke County 


0.5 mile N. of 
MARSHALL 
then Left 0.8 mile 


Built 1906 by Franklin Construction Co. 
Length 55’ plus 8’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 13’ 
Shingle Roof 
Concrete Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 8 Tons 
Burr Arch 
Photographed July 20, 1946, 1:05 P. M. 
South Portal 


Harry Beeson writes that his father had charge of building 
the road on which this covered structure is located. The bridge 
was named in his honor. 

A horse-drawn hayrack was driven through the bridge just 
a few minutes before this photograph was taken. Grain was 
being hauled to an old-fashioned steam thresher which was puff- 
ing away in a field nearby. A sudden storm soon brought a halt 
to both threshing and photography. 

This section of the state is well-known for its state park at 
Turkey Run. Prosperous dairy farms are to be found round about 
Marshall, and from all directions trucks bring milk to the local 
branch of a cheese company. 

Marshall is unique in another respect. Mr. Beeson also stated 
that there has not been a saloon here in the past forty years. The 
town also weathered the depression years without any loss to 
its bank depositors. 
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NARROWS BRIDGE 


Sugar Creek (sm) Parke County 
0.8 mile E. of 
TURKEY RUN PARK 
on State Route 47, then Left 0.7 mile 


Built 1882 by J. A. Britton 
Length 121’ plus 10’ overhang at each end 
Width 16-6” Height 12’-6” 
Shingle Roef 
Cut Stone Abutments 


One Span Load Limit 6 Tons 
Burr Arch 
Photographed Aug. 27, 1947, 10:30 A. M. 
East Side 


When the park was laid out, prior to its establishment as a 
state park in 1916, a jog was put in the east boundary line in 
order to include this covered bridge within the confines of the 
park. The Lusk farmstead, overlooking the bridge, is also within 
Turkey Run Park. 

The span derived its name from the natural rock formation 
on which it is built. It is also known as the Lusk Bridge. An old 
mill was at one time located here and grooves in the rocks still 
bear evidence of where the penstock had been located. 

Visitors from many states have photographed this unusual 
spot. Amateur cinema fans have been seen making movies here, 
using the Narrows as a back-drop for their acting. 

Many of the park trails meander through the 285 acres of 
virgin timber. Waterfalls and canyons can also be seen. Just west 
of the park entrance is the old Bristle Ridge log church. 
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COX FORD BRIDGE 


Sugar Creek (sg) Parke County 


0.7 mile E. of 
Junction of State R. 47 and U. S. 41 
then Left 0.7 mile 


Built 1913 by J. A. Britton 
Length 176’ plus 8’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 13’ 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 8 Tons 
Burr Arch 
Photographed July 19, 1946, 9:30 A. M. 
South Portal 


This covered span, although located on the same stream as 
the Narrows Bridge, is not within the confines of Turkey Run 
State Park. The spot was known as Cox’s Ford long before the 
bridge was built. 

It is interesting to note that a steel bridge previously located 
here was washed out during the flood of 1913. The replacement 
span, a wooden structure, has been buffeted by the elements for 
the past thirty-five years and appears to be none the worse for 
its experience. 

Parke County officials have long known the lasting qualities 
of the timber bridge. May they continue to have their county rank 
as one of the leaders in the preservation of this type of bridge. 
No lengthy treatise on the subject has been included in the pro- 
logue; the author chose rather to add such notes as the occasion 
arose. 


88 


WILKINS MILL BRIDGE 


Sugar Mill Creek (sh) Parke County 


1.2 miles N.W. of 
COX FORD BRIDGE 


Built 1906 by William Hendricks 
Length 102’ plus 9’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 13’ 
Shingle Roof 
Concrete Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 8 Tons 
Burr Arch 
Photographed Aug. 26, 1947, 9:10 A. M. 
East Portal 


This bridge derived its name from the old mill which stood 
beside it. Many artists have portrayed on canvas the likeness of 
both mill and bridge. 

In 1913, the mill and the surrounding forty acres of land 
was purchased by Mrs. John Whiteman who now lives beside 
the bridge. She relates the fate of the mill. 

One passing through the covered span would hardly guess 
the secret of the old mill. It was not until April 5, 1947, when 
the structure collapsed, that the local residents were fully aware 
of the mill’s mysterious contents. On that spring day a sudden 
storm passed over the bridge and blew down the mill. Priceless 
antique furniture and oriental rugs, stored here by Mrs. Lloyd 
Arnold, of Chicago, were likewise at the mercy of the storm. 

Mr. J. C. Hirshbrunner, who furnished some of the data 
on Parke County bridges, recalls that it was at the Wilkins’ mill 
that he first saw a power corn sheller. 
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J. H. RUSSELL BRIDGE 


Square Rock Branch (x-2) Parke County 


At 
TURKEY RUN AIRPORT 


Built 1897 by Pearly Weaver 
Length 42’ plus 4’ overhang at each end 
Width 12’ Height 12’ 
Sheet Metal Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit Not Given 
Queenpost Truss 
Photographed July 19, 1946, 10:45 A. M. 
North Portal 


This is a semi-private span located on the grounds of the 
airport and is west of Turkey Run State Park. A small sign 0.2 
mile north of the junction of U. S. Route 41 and State Route 47 
points the way to the road which leads to the airfield. Travel 
2.2 miles on this road and then left 0.1 mile to the bridge. After 
visiting the bridge, one can drive south to a public road and by 
making a right turn go directly to the Jackson Bridge. 

So far as known at present, this is the shortest covered 
bridge in use in Indiana. The structure is well preserved and the 
data about its history are painted on its portals. Only two other 
spans are classified as private bridges. 

The unusual rock formation in the creek bed gave rise to 
the name of the stream. Although some bulletins merely state 
that it is a branch of Sugar Creek, local residents know it by 
the name of Square Rock Branch. 
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JACKSON BRIDGE 


Sugar Creek (ps) Parke County 


1.9 miles S.W. of 
BRIDGE (x-2) 

Built 1861 by J. J. Daniels 
Length 207’ plus 9’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 18’ 
Sheet Metal Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 


One Span Load Limit 8 Tons 
Burr Arch 
Photographed June 10, 1948, 4:55 P. M. 
South Side 


This covered span has been acclaimed by many to be the 
finest example of its type of covered bridge west of the Alle- 
ghenies. According to a local resident, the roof was blown off in 
1913. A flood in March of the same year carried away the debris 
without any further damage to the bridge. 

The structure was also known as the Rockport Bridge. It 
derived that name from a settlement which was once located just 
east of here. The village site is indicated by a historic marker 
which gives some of the early history. “Rockport also known as 
Wright’s Mill. Was a village site for over thirty years after Prior 
Wright built his mill here in 1848. Milling and shipping center 
in the flatboat days’”’. 

The Jackson Bridge may be easily found by continuing south 
from the span at the airport, turning right when reaching the 
public road. 
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MARSHALL BRIDGE 


Rush Creek (rd) Parke County 


0.3 mile W. of 
TANGIER 
then Left 1.6 miles, then Right 0.1 mile, 
then Left 0.9 mile, then Left 0.3 mile 


Built 1917 by J. A. Britton 
Length 56’ plus 9’ overhang at each end 
Width 15’ Height 14’ 
Sheet Metal Roof 
Concrete Abutments 
One Span Load Limit Not Given 
Burr Arch 
Photographed June 11, 1948, 6:05 P. M. 
West Portal 


Marshall Bridge is another covered span which has taken 
its name from residents who lived nearby. The structure should 
not be confused with the Beeson Bridge, which is located just 
northwest of the town of Marshall. 

Parke County was organized on January 9, 1821, and was 
named in honor of Benjamin Parke, first member to be sent to 
Congress from this territory. Many communities in this area were 
settled by the Society of Friends. Monthly Meeting School was 
organized beside the Rush Creek Meeting House near Sylvania 
in 1836. The expense and management were borne by the Society 
until 1883. 

Many things are being crowded into our daily lives and some 
may say that more things are being given to much importance. 
Even so, our land is still dotted with churches in the sanctuaries 
of which we may find peace and rest. 
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RUSH CREEK BRIDGE 


Rush Creek (rc) Parke County 


0.3 mile W. of 
TANGIER 
then Left 1.6 miles, then Left 0.6 mile 


Built 1904 by William Hendricks 
Length 77’ plus 9’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 12’-6” 
Sheet Metal Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit Not Given 
Burr Arch 
Photographed Aug. 27, 1947, 8:45 A. M. 
East Portal 


This covered structure is located in a lovely setting in a 
heavily-wooded section of the county. Bird lovers will especially 
enjoy these cool, shady drives. In these areas, indigo buntings 
make a beautiful picture as they flit from bush to bush across 
the roadway. 

A bird with a name similar to that of this town, the scarlet 
tanager, is one of the best for destroying harmful insects. The 
orchard oriole is another of man’s friends. Apple and pear or- 
chards are the favorite nesting places of these feathered creatures. 
Their diet is made up chiefly of plant lice, beetles, caterpillars, 
and flies. 

Many so-called pesky plants are a blessing in disguise and 
are aids to man by providing shelter for certain birds. This is 
especially true of the trumpet vine, which is the favorite shelter 
of the Indiana humming bird. 
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TOW PATH BRIDGE 


Mill Creek (ra) Parke County 


2.3 miles W. of 
TANGIER 
then Left 0.4 mile 


Built 1907 by D. M. Brown 
Length 92’ plus 10’ overhang at each end 
Width 15’ Height 13’ 
Shingle Roof 
Concrete Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 8 Tons 
Burr Arch 
Photographed Aug. 26, 1947, 6:05 P. M. 
West Portal 


This covered span became known as the Tow Path Bridge 
because of its proximity to the old Wabash and Erie Canal. The 
structure also bears the name of Earl Ray in honor of the owner 
of the adjoining farm. Earl’s residence was destroyed by fire 
just a few weeks before this photograph was taken. He now 
lives about one-half mile north of his former home. 

At one time coal was a prominent product of this section 
of Parke County and a jaunt through the hills will bring to light 
many of the abandoned pits. Graded ridges through the dense 
thickets show where railroads have been. 

All is now quiet along these paths except for the chirping 
of the birds. The wind rustling through the trees has replaced 
the shrill whistle of the locomotives. The grimy trains are gone 
and the forest is again reclaiming its domain. 
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BOWSHER FORD BRIDGE 


Mill Creek (rh) Parke County 


2.3 miles W. of 
TANGIER 
then Right 1.1 miles, then Right 0.3 mile 


Built 1915 by Eugene Britton 
Length 72’ plus 10’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 13’-6” 
Shingle Roof 
Concrete Abutments 
One Span Load Limit Not Given 
Burr Arch 
Photographed Aug. 27, 1947, 8:00 A. M. 
East Portal 


The Bowsher farm was located nearby and before the 
covered bridge was built this crossing was known as Bowsher 
Ford. Mill Creek flows into the Wabash River and is often re- 
ferred to as Wabash Mill Creek in order to distinguish it from 
another stream of the same name which joins Eel River. 

This covered span was built by a son of J. A. Britton. It 
is located between Lodi and Tangier, and one can reach it by 
turning north at the foot of the hill about a mile east of the com- 
munity known as Howard. The Earl Ray Bridge is just to the 
south of this turn-off. 

Even though these two structures are far off the beaten path, 
roadside markets can be found here. No elaborate stands have 
been erected but, at the proper season, tasty corn and juicy 
melons are offered for sale at almost any place along the road. 
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COAL CREEK BRIDGE 


Coal Creek (rb) Parke County 


At 
LODI 


Built 1869 by J. J. Daniels 
Length 170’ plus 12’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 13’ 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 

One Span Load Limit 8 Tons 
Burr Arch 

Photographed Aug. 26, 1947, 4:45 P. M. 
West Portal 


This bridge is often indexed as being one-half mile south 
of Silverwood, a town just across the county line from Lodi. 
Both Lodi and the bridge are in Parke County. 

A previous covered bridge was located about one hundred 
yards upstream from where the present one now stands. Down- 
stream about an equal distance was the point where the old 
Wabash and Erie Canal crossed Coal Creek. 

Morris Bush relates that Caleb Waterman donated land on 
which a railroad station was built. In return, he was to have the 
the privilege of naming the new town. He was inspired one night 
by the silvery moonlight on the sleet-covered trees. Thus was 
born the name, Silverwood. 

In the earlier days, a coal mine just north of Silverwood made 
possible the coaling of engines of the old Cloverleaf Railroad. 
This road is now owned by the Nickel Plate. 
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EUGENE BRIDGE 


Vermillion River (em) Vermillion County 


At N. edge of 
EUGENE 


Built 1885 by J. J. Daniels 
Length 192’ plus 10’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 13’ 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 

One Span Load Limit 7 Tons 
Burr Arch 

Photographed July 18, 1946, 12:40 P. M. 
South Portal 


The village of Eugene is said to be the oldest settlement in 
the county. It was a flourishing town until the coming of the 
railroads. A waterpowered mill was located near the bridge 
and close by were also a meat-packing plant and an ice house. 
In the early days, river transportation added much to the prom- 
inence of Eugene. 

The adjoining town of Cayuga was named in honor of an 
Indian tribe. According to the postmaster, Cayuga’s birth and 
growth were brought about by the railroads which junction here. 

State Route 63 crosses the Vermillion River one and one-half 
miles northeast of these twin villages and that spot was the scene 
of a great battle with the Indians. The fighting was so fierce that 
the stream flowed red with blood. Thereafter the river was 
known by the name Vermillion. 
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NEWPORT BRIDGE 


Little Vermillion River (ea) Vermillion County 


1.7 miles W. of 
NEWPORT 


Built 1885 by J. J. Daniels 
Length 180’ plus 13’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 14’ 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 

One Span Load Limit 5 Tons 
Burr Arch 

Photographed July 18, 1946, 11:45 A. M. 
East Portal 


There may be those who will become confused by the data 
which have been painted on the portals of some covered bridges. 
Research revealed that in this case the engineer’s name was that 
of a county official and not that of the contractor or bridge 
engineer. Odd and interesting names are also to be found inside 
the old structures. In this span can be seen the following: “F. 
Fool, 1887, Feb. 8”. 

The Wabash River which forms the eastern boundary of 
the county was formerly called Ouabache, being taken from the 
local Indian tribe of the same name. 

It is interesting to note that most of the streams which traverse 
Vermillion County have their sources in Illinois. They junction 
with the Wabash River, which has its source in Ohio. Big Ver- 
million River and Little Vermillion River are about eight miles 
apart when they join Indiana’s famous river. 
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HILLSDALE BRIDGE 


Little Raccoon Creek (cm) Vermillion County 


0.8 mile W. of 
HILLSDALE 
on U. S. 36, then Left 0.1 mile 


Built 1876 by J. J. Daniels 
Length 104’ plus 10’ overhang at each end 
Width 13’-6” Height 12’ 
Sheet Metal Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 

One Span Load Limit 5 Tons 
Burr Arch 

Photographed July 18, 1946, 11:00 A. M. 
South Portal 


A United States mail route passes through the Hillsdale 
Bridge. Just a few minutes before this. photograph was taken, 
a postal carrier narrowly escaped a collision with a speed demon. 

In the era when covered bridges were being built, curves 
at the approaches were seldom the cause of accidents. In going 
through a covered span, old dobbin used his horse sense and 
seemed to know that a horse approaching from the opposite di- 
rection would do likewise. 

Hillsdale Bridge is just south of U. S. Route 36, the national 
highway that runs from Indianapolis, Indiana, to Saint Joseph, 
Missouri. The span was at one time on the main road from Evans- 
ville to Chicago. Much of this route is now traversed by U. 5S. 
Route 41 whose southern terminus is Naples, Florida. 
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FAIRVIEW PARK BRIDGE 


Norton Creek (bk) Vermillion County 


1.0 mile N. of 
FAIRVIEW PARK 


Built 1879 by J. J. Daniels 
Length 100’ plus 11’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 12’-6” 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit “Unsafe for loaded trucks” 

Burr Arch 

Photographed July 18, 1946, 10:05 A. M. 
South Portal 


This covered span is one of the smaller such structures in 
the state. It was recently repainted and the data on its portals 
have been hidden from view. 

Vermillion County was earlier known as the Kickapoo Ter- 
ritory. It is also commonly known as the “shoestring” county, 
being thirty-seven miles long and an average of only six miles 
wide. It is said that it derived its name from the color of the 
streams which flow through it. This somewhat contradicts the 
legend as to how the rivers were named. 

Indiana has put a new meaning into the word, “park”. Many 
communities such as this one have the word incorporated in 
their names, and many cities have enlarged their facilities for 
greater enjoyment of the outdoors. New roadside parks are be- 
ing established, thus adding much to the joy of travelling. 
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S HILL BRIDGE 


Brouillettes Creek (ba) Vermillion County 


2.7 miles W. of 
UNIVERSAL 
then Right 1.3 miles, then Right 1.1 miles 


Built 1879 by J. J. Daniels 
Length 122’ plus 12’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 13’ 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 

One Span Load Limit 5 Tons 
Burr Arch 

Photographed July 18, 1946, 9:15 A. M. 
South Portal 


S Hill Bridge was so named because of the reverse curve 
in the road at the south approach to the span. The hill has 
since been cut back and the road widened, thus eliminating some 
of the former hazard. 

Until recently, there was another covered bridge just west 
of this one. The structure, Indian Furnace Bridge, is said to 
have been accidently destroyed by the careless burning of corn- 
stalks in a nearby field. 

In driving through this section of Indiana, one cannot help 
noticing the new growth of trees on the land which was subjected 
to strip-mining operations. These seedlings have been planted 
in accordance with the law which requires the mine operators 
to replant such abandoned tracts. Indiana has for many years 
fostered reforestation. The first state forest was established near 
Henryville in Clark County in 1903. 
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CHUNN FORD BRIDGE 


Brouillettes Creek (ar) Vermillion County 


0.6 mile E. of 
UNIVERSAL 


Built 1870 by J. J. Daniels 
Length 162’ plus 9’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 13’-6” 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 7 Tons 
Howe Truss 
Photographed Aug. 27, 1947, 1:10 P. M. 
South Portal 


Abandoned coal mines can be seen just north of Chunn 
Ford Bridge, mute evidence of the former glory of this region. 
The area was at one time well known for its production of coal, 
but as the supply gave out mining camps were deserted and 
activity ceased. 

Brick roads are also to be found here, the paving material 
having been furnished by local brickyards. Owing to the advent 
of asphalt and modern machinery for pouring concrete, this type 
of road is now seldom built. Plank roads were popular from 
about 1825 until 1850. 

Even though much of the virgin timber has been cut there 
are still many small tracts remaining in the state. Indiana has 
been known as the center of the hardwood lumber industry. In- 
diana white oak was selected for use in building the British Navy. 
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MECCA BRIDGE 


Big Raccoon Creek (ec) Parke County 


At 
MECCA 


Built 1873 by J. J. Daniels 
Length 150’ plus 13’ overhang at each end 
Width 17’ Height 12’-6” 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 

One Span Load Limit 8 Tons 
Burr Arch 

Photographed June 11, 1948, 8:45 A. M. 
East Portal 


In the early days, Mecca was quite widely known for its 
mills. In addition to Mecca Mill there were a sawmill and a 
eristmill. One of the old buildings is still standing near the 
covered bridge. 

The tile factory, now known as the Clay City Pipe Company, 
was originally operated as the Indiana Sewer Pipe Company. 
At present it is a branch of, and is operated by an Ohio concern. 
The clay is obtained locally and the huge beehive-type ovens are 
still in operation. 

Some coal mines were worked nearby and transportation 
was by way of the Chicago & Indiana Coal Road. According to 
J. Frank Bradfield, this line was built in 1885 and now operates 
only an occasional freight train. Mr. Bradfield also related that 
his farm was void of trees at the time of his purchase. He planted 
the ones which now add beauty to the landscape. 
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SIM SMITH BRIDGE 


Leatherwood Creek (eg) Parke County 


2.5 miles E. of 
MONTEZUMA 
on U. S. Route 36, then Right 0.2 mile 


Built 1883 by J. A. Britton 
Length 84’ plus 9’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 14’ 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 8 Tons 

Burr Arch 
Photographed July 19, 1946, 4:30 P. M. 
East Portal 


As in the case of several others, Sim Smith Bridge was once 
on a main highway. The rebuilding and straightening of U. S. 
Route 36 left the structure on a partially-abandoned section of the 
old road. 

Montezuma, once an Indian village, was settled in 1821 by 
Samuel Hill. The town was named for the Aztec ruler of Mexico. 

Armiesburg, located just south of this community, was at 
one time considered for the county seat. The junction of Big 
Raccoon Creek and the Wabash River was the spot chosen as the 
terminus of the Ten o’Clock Line. 

In the early days there was a famous old mill on Big Raccoon 
Creek near Armiesburg. It is said that William Henry Harrison 
camped here with his troops in 1811, while enroute to the battle 
of Tippecanoe. 
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PHILLIPS BRIDGE 


Big Pond Creek (ea) Parke County 


On U. S. 36, 2.5 miles E. of 
MONTEZUMA 
then Right 0.7 mile, then Right 0.1 mile 


Built 1909 by J. A. Britton 
Length 43’ plus 9’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 14’ 
Shingle Roof 
Concrete Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 8 Tons 
Howe (all timber) Truss 
Photographed July 19, 1946, 4:45 P. M. 
North Portal 


This covered span is located near the spot where the county’s 
first covered structure was built. The old bridge was erected in 
1853 and was in use until 1913, being then replaced by a concrete 
arch. 

A hundred-year old bridge in the United States is considered 
an ancient affair, but Switzerland has some really antique ones. 
The Kappel Bridge in Lucerne is reported to have been built in 
1333, and as far as known, is still in use. A similar structure 
over the Rhine was erected in 1685. 

Perhaps the earliest covered bridges were those described 
by Marco Polo. Some of these are supposed to have been built 
of stone or brick and had tile roofs. One of the first covered 
bridges of which there was any record was one built over the 
Euphrates River, at Babylon, in the year 783 B. C. 
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MELCHER BRIDGE 


Leatherwood Creek (pe) Parke County 


On U. S. 36, 1.0 mile E. of 
MONTEZUMA 
then Left 1.1 miles 


Built 1896 by J. J. Daniels 
Length 83’ plus 7’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 12’-6” 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 8 Tons 
Burr Arch 
Photographed July 19, 1946, 3:40 P. M. 
West Portal 


As has been mentioned before, covered bridges have an 
attraction for fishermen. According to old-timers, the presence 
of watercress is another sign of good fishing. 

Covered bridges and watermills had an early affinity for each 
other and Parke County has had a large number of each. Old 
mill sites can be seen at seven of the Indiana State Parks: namely, 
Spring Mill, Muscatatuck, McCormick’s Creek, Clifty Falls, In- 
diana Dunes, Brown County, and Turkey Run. A watermill was 
also located near Shades State Park. 

The roller process of flour milling began in Parke County 
in 1880. Jacob Rohn installed machinery for this process in his 
new mill at Mansfield in 1884. Two other millers, Bright and 
Davis, had installed similar equipment in their mill at Waterman 
in 1880. Much of their flour found its way to market via the 
Wabash & Erie Canal. 
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WEST UNION BRIDGE 


Sugar Creek (pr) Parke County 


0.7 mile N. of 
WEST UNION 


Built 1876 by J. J. Daniels 
Length 315’ plus 10’ overhang at north end 
17’ overhang at south end 
Width 17 Height 14’-6” 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments and Pier 
Two Spans Load Limit 8 Tons 
Burr Arch 
Photographed July 19, 1946, 1:00 P. M. 
South Portal 


This is one of the many covered bridges which were built 
by J. J. Daniels. Mr. Daniels was also quite proficient in build- 
ing wooden bridges for railroads. Many of these structures 
were built over Big Raccoon and Little Raccoon Creeks as early 
as 1860. Some of these spans were still in use nearly a quarter of 
a century later and were carrying locomotives having a tonnage 
three times as great as the original limit. 

Anyone interested in the study of trees will find this section 
of Parke County a well-stocked laboratory. Here may be found 
the red haw tree, the tasty fruit of which makes a very fine jelly. 
Much fun can also be had in hunting for pawpaws, known in 
Indiana as Hoosier bananas. In the opinion of the author, a most 
enjoyable sport is hunting for persimmons. 
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LEATHERWOOD STATION BRIDGE 


Leatherwood Creek (pb) Parke County 


2.3 miles W. of 
BLOOMINGDALE 
then Left 1.5 miles 


Built 1899 by J. A. Britton 
Length 72’ plus 9’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 14’ 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 8 Tons 
Burr Arch 
Photographed Aug. 27, 1947, 11:30 A. M. 
North Portal 


This covered bridge derived its name from the I.D.&.W. 
Railroad station which was located nearby. The depot has long 
since been abandoned, but in its heyday was the scene of much 
activity. Produce from the surrounding farms was hauled here 
to be loaded for rail shipment to distant markets. With the ad- 
vent of better roads and trucking facilities, farm products were 
hauled directly to city markets, thus removing the need for 
many stations such as this one. 

As in the case of many other Indiana towns, Bloomingdale 
had its beginning as a Quaker settlement, originally being named 
Bloomfield. Residents proudly point out the location of the old 
Quaker meeting house. According to the postmistress, this lo- 
cality was at one time known as Bloomingdale Glens. 

An “underground railroad” station was once in operation 
here. A monument was erected on U. S. Highway 41 in honor 
of Alfred and Rhoda Hadley, operators of the depot. 
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ADAMS BRIDGE 


Little Raccoon Creek (nb) Parke County 


1.6 miles E. of 
NYESVILLE 


Built 1907 by Adams Construction Company 
Length 154’ plus 9’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 12’-6” 
Shingle Roof 
Concrete Abutments 
One Span Load Limit Not Given 
Burr Arch 
Photographed June 11, 1948, 1:55 P. M. 
West Portal 


This covered span derived its name from the early land- 
owners who lived nearby. Some of the farms are still owned by 
members of those families. It will be noted that the bridge 
company also had the same name. 

Dikes have been built along Little Raccoon Creek. Flood 
waters recently broke through the levee upstream, and the rag- 
ing torrent almost destroyed the road just west of the bridge. It 
is understood that the road has been under water twice since 
the floodwall first gave away. 

A monument, made up of native boulders and set on a con- 
crete base, is located on the side of the hill just west of the Adams 
Bridge. An appropriately inscribed tablet is set therein and 
marks the site of the Shiloh Presbyterian Church. This congre- 
gation was organized on December 17, 1822, and was the first 
church in the county. 
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STATE SANITORIUM BRIDGE 


Little Raccoon Creek (x-1) Parke County 


AT 
STATE SANITORIUM 


Built 1912 by J. A. Britton 
Length 154’ plus 8’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 12’-6” 
Composition Shingle Roof 
Concrete Abutments 
One Span Load Limit Not Given 
Burr Arch 
Photographed July 19, 1946, 8:45 A. M. 
East Portal 


This covered span, a semi-private one on the Sanitorium 
grounds, was found to have its own insurance in the form of 
lightning rods. Elbridge Boyd stated that he hauled material 
to make the approaches for the structure. His team of mules 
was the first to cross the new bridge. Mr. Boyd has a photo- 
graph which was taken at the time ground was broken for the 
state institution. 

Crazy Run Rest Park is located just a few miles to the east, 
and provides a lovely place for a picnic dinner. Indiana is well- 
known for these delightful spots. This one has a suggestion box 
and it was noted that visitors from Kansas and Colorado had left 
notes of appreciation. No grills are provided at the roadside 
tables, but with a portable model, the author’s wife is able to 
prepare a meal at any stop-over. 
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BILLIE CREEK BRIDGE 


Williams Creek (fw) Parke County 


0.9 mile E. of 
ROCKVILLE 
on U. S. Route 36, then Right 0.2 mile 


Built 1895 by J. J. Daniels 
Length 62’ plus 8’ overhang at each end 
Width 15’ Height 12’-6” 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 8 Tons 
Burr Arch 
Photographed July 19, 1946, 10:30 A. M. 
East Portal 


This little covered bridge was on the main road until U. S. 
Route 36 was rebuilt. It received its name from the nickname 
of the stream which it crosses. 

It seems but yesterday that this span was echoing to hoof- 
beats, and to the rumble of wagons. But yesterday is gone. Very 
often it is not even a memory, only a brief moment slipping away 
into forgetfulness. 

Progress marches on, travel is speeded up, but let us oc- 
casionally search out these side roads and enjoy the peace and 
serenity that is so rapidly being taken away. These days of 
our yesterdays were those which were so rich in the little things 
which made life more beautiful. 

We are endowed with a certain amount of expendable en- 
ergy. Shall we squander it recklessly in a few brief moments 
or conserve it for a fuller life? The choice is for each of us to 


decide. 
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CROOKS BRIDGE 


Little Raccoon Creek (f) Parke County 


On Bridgeton Road, 1.8 miles S. of 
ROCKVILLE 
then Left 1.0 mile, then Right 1.3 miles 


Built 1856 by a Mr. Patterson 
Rebuilt at present site, 1867 
Length 132’ plus 11’ overhang at each end 
Width 14’ Height 13’ 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 


One Span Load Limit 8 Tons 
Burr Arch 
Photographed July 17, 1947, 9:30 A. M. 
North Side 


Crooks Bridge was washed downstream in 1867 and rebuilt 
at the new location. This is not an unusual experience for a 
covered bridge. Many have suffered such a fate and were later 
taken back intact to their original sites or reset where they 
landed. The latter procedure entailed the building of a new 
section of road, but this was often less expensive than taking 
the derelict back home. 

The Marshall Vein Block Coal Company is located just to 
the south of Crooks Bridge. The company operates a shaft mine, 
but much of Indiana’s coal supply was located near the surface 
and was obtained by strip-mining. 

Owing to a recent discovery, the Indiana landscape may 
some day be rid of the unsightly piles of refuse from the stripper 
pits. Experiments show that this material may be utilized for 
the manufacture of milady’s stockings. 
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McALLISTER BRIDGE 


Little Raccoon Creek (eu) Parke County 


1.5 miles E. of 
BRIDGE (f) 
then Right 0.7 mile 


Built 1914 by J. A. Britton 
Length 126’ plus 9’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 14’ 
Shingle Roof 
Concrete Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 8 Tons 
Burr Arch 
Photographed July 17, 1947, 10:30 A. M. 
East Portal 


Interest of the county officials in preserving the covered 
bridges can be seen in their care in keeping the spans in repair. 
At the time this photograph was taken, McAllister Bridge was in 
the process of being reroofed. 

Much of the bird life of Indiana can be studied in the wooded 
areas of the county, but many of our feathered friends prefer the 
open spaces. The red-winged blackbird prefers the grainfields 
and can often be seen perched on the electric wires or the tele- 
phone lines. Anyone wishing to study these beauties can see 
countless numbers of them at Pokagon State Park during the 
early fall days. 

During these journeys, meadow larks have often been seen 
in the fields along the highways. Many goldfinches have also been 
observed to take wing as a car approached. 
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NEET BRIDGE 


Little Raccoon Creek (fm) Parke County 


0.4 mile W. of 
BRIDGE (eu) 
then Left 0.5 mile 


Built 1904 by J. J. Daniels 
Length 143’ plus 9’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 13’-6” 
Roof: Half Sheet Metal, Half Shingle 
Concrete Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 8 Tons 
Burr Arch 
Photographed July 17, 1947, 11:00 A. M. 
East Portal 


An entire volume could be written in regard to the history 
of transportation in Parke County. Trails had to serve at first 
where no natural waterways were available. 

Efforts to make artificial watercourses resulted in the build- 
ing of the Wabash & Erie Canal. The canal board began letting 
contracts on March 1, 1832 and, by 1843, boats were operating 
between Lafayette and the lake. Ten years later the canal was 
navigable over its entire length, its southern terminus being 
Evansville. 

The canal entered northeastern Indiana from Ohio, went 
to Fort Wayne, Lafayette and Attica. It then took a southerly 
route to Terre Haute, thence southeast to Greene County, and 
crossed the White River near Bloomfield. It followed a zigzag 
course through Pike, Gibson, and Warrick counties and termin- 
ated at Evansville. 
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NEVINS BRIDGE 


Little Raccoon Creek (c) Parke County 


1.0 mile S.E. of 
CATLIN 


Built 1920 by J. A. Britton and Son 
Length 155’ plus 7’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 13’ 
Shingle Roof 
Concrete Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 8 Tons 
Burr Arch 
Photographed July 17, 1947, 11:15 A. M. 
South Portal 


Nevins Bridge like many other covered spans was named in 
honor of a nearby resident. Levine Nevins was the landowner 
to whom this structure was so dedicated. 

Visitors to Parke County soon notice not only the excellent 
highways but also the fine condition of the byways. Even sec- 
ondary roads are built for all-year use. 

In the past one hundred years, methods of transportation 
have greatly changed. Prior to the 1850’s plank roads were being 
built through the Indiana wilderness. These roads were usually 
ten feet wide and made up of two-inch boards laid on longitudinal 
sleepers or mudsills. At the middle of the century there were 
only seven hundred miles of these roads in the state. Many had 
been made of green lumber and were soon so badly warped that 
travel over them was very hazardous. Both foundation and sur- 
face soon rotted, and this method of road building was quickly 
abandoned. 
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CATLIN BRIDGE 


Sunderland Creek (er) Parke County 


N. edge of 
CATLIN 


Built 1907 by Clark McDaniels 
Length 54’ plus 9’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 13’ 
Shingle Roof 
Concrete Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 8 Tons 
Burr Arch 
Photographed July 16, 1947, 10:00 A. M. 
South Portal 


Records show that Samuel T. Catlin was once auditor of 
Parke County. It is the opinion of many local residents that the 
community was named in his honor. 

The Ohio and Illinois Pipe Line Company has one of its 
relay pump stations located near here. This is but one of the many 
links in the great system of oil lines which are now so important 
to our modern transportation system. 

Not so many years ago, the hucksters had no fear of running 
out of gasoline. Dobbin’s dinner was either a bundle of hay 
which was tied to the tailgate of the wagon, or a bag of oats tucked 
underneath the seat. Lunch was topped off with a cool, refreshing 
drink of springwater from one of the watering troughs along the 
way. On the homestretch, this type of “engine” would invariably 
speed up in order to get to pasture before being put in the 
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ZACKE COX BRIDGE 


Rock Run (dp) Parke County 


2.5 miles S.E. of State Route 43 at 
BRADFIELD STATION 
then Left 0.4 mile 


Built 1908 by J. A. Britton 
Length 54’ plus 9’ overhang at each end 
Width 15’ Height 14’ 
Shingle Roof 
Concrete Abutments 
One Span Load Limit Not Given 
Burr Arch 
Photographed July 15, 1947, 3:35 P. M. 
West Portal 


Days of the early pioneers are brought to mind as one passes 
the old log cabin just west of Zacke Cox Bridge. Beautiful shady 
nooks are to be found at almost every turn in the road in Parke 
County. 

Wildlife Restoration areas can be seen at various places 
throughout the county. In these sanctuaries natural habitats and 
food supplies are protected. The persimmon, wild crab, mulberry, 
beech, Russian olive, and hawthorn are but a few of the favorites 
which are sought after by wild game. Many of the shrubs such as 
the wild rose, bittersweet, hazel, winterberry, and elder add their 
share to the supply of food and shelter. 

Many of the woodland trees lend themselves beautifully to 
landscaping. The pin oak is a glossy red and there is a brilliance 
of color in the sassafras, but perhaps the most attractive of all is 
the black gum with its variety of color: 
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WEISNER’S BROOK BRIDGE 


Weisner’s Brook (ds) Parke County 


0.6 mile E. of 
BRIDGE (dp) 
then Right 1.8 miles 


Built 1908 by J. A. Britton 
Length 43’ plus 10’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 13’-6” 
Shingle Roof 
Concrete Abutments 
One Span Load Limit Not Given 
Howe (all wood) Truss 
Photographed June 11, 1948, 10:00 A. M. 
South Side 


This is the only covered bridge in Indiana which spans a 
brook. Weisner’s Bridge is only two feet longer than the one at 
the airport just west of Turkey Run State Park. It is the shortest 
one to be found on public roads. A storm moved the east end six 
inches on its abutment but otherwise the old span was undamaged. 

In a few short paragraphs one can only begin to tell of the 
beauties that are to be found along the byways of Indiana. Each 
season brings a new loveliness to the outdoors. In winter the 
clean, white mantle of snow hides from view the unsightly man- 
made scars and heaps of rubbish on the banks of a murmuring 
brook, or at the portal of a covered bridge. 

Spring brings an awakening to the dormant life and summer 
is alive with its verdant green. With the advent of fall, nature 
seems to outdo herself in the breath-taking color which cannot 
be duplicated in any man’s artificial paintbox. 
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JESSUP BRIDGE 


Little Raccoon Creek (ca) Parke County 


0.4 mile N. of 
JESSUP 


Built 1910 by J. P. Van Fossen 
Length 155’ plus 10’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 13’ 
Sheet Metal Roof 
Concrete Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 8 Tons 
Burr Arch 
Photographed July 16, 1947, 10:20 A. M. 
South Portal 


Searching for covered bridges and their history has been a 
great experience. Mr. Polley, whose sketches have appeared in 
an Indianapolis newspaper, states that he has made many friends 
while collecting data for his covered bridge pictures. Without 
exception, these are the kind of people you would want to meet. 
These are the people who are interested in the cultural and spir- 
itual side of nature and discern the highest and best in things 
around them. 

Travel can broaden one’s education. Many schools allow 
their teachers credit toward salary increases for such experience. 
Such instructors are able to instill into the childrens’ minds a 
phase of education which formal training alone could not give. 

In a broader sense we are all teachers, even though we may 
not be licensed as such. Our lives, if rich in beauty, will enrich 
the lives of all with whom we come in contact. 
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HARRY EVANS BRIDGE 


Rock Run (dn) Parke County 


0.9 mile N. of 
COXVILLE 


Built 1908 by J. A. Britton 
Length 65’ plus 8’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 13’ 
Sheet Metal Roof 
Concrete Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 8 Tons 
Burr Arch 
Photographed July 16, 1947, 12:25 P. M. 
North Portal 


Evidence of Coxville’s former wealth may be seen as one 
skirts the edge of the hill on the road to this bridge. Gaping holes 
in the hillside may still be seen. Some are partially filled with 
caved-in debris. Rusty rails protruding from the mines, broken- 
down loading platforms, and piles of shale are more evidence of 
bygone glory. 

The natural beauty surrounding Rock Run is quite a con- 
trast to that of the Roseville Bridge. Entering the bridge from 
the south, one sees the road winding up a beautiful wooded hill 
just beyond the north portal. To the east of the bridge is a grove 
which is an ideal spot for picnics. To the west is Austin Evans’ 
cornfield in a setting beautiful enough for a state park. In the 
unposed photograph, Austin and the children are on their way 
home for lunch. 
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ROSEVILLE BRIDGE 


Big Raccoon Creek (cw) Parke County 


AT 
COXVILLE 


Built 1910 by J. Brooks 
Length 263’ plus 9’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 12’-8” 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments and Pier 
Two Spans Load Limit 8 Tons 
Burr Arch 
Photographed June 11, 1948, 11:30 A. M. 
East Portal 


On a well-worn and battered historic marker near the west 
end of this bridge may be read these words, “Site of Roseville, 
platted in 1819 by Chauncey Rose, a philanthropist, whose very 
successful career began with this gristmill on Raccoon Creek. 
Here was the first county seat of Parke County”’. 

The adjoining mining village of Coxville was at one time 
the scene of much activity. Eleven different industries were 
carried on here, among them sawmilling, tanning of hides, and 
boulder crushing. The latter was represented by a plant in which 
the boulders were reduced to a sand for the glass factories in 
Terre Haute. Coxville at that time had nine bars. 

This covered bridge was built to replace the one which was 
burned by a couple of disgruntled employees of the sand plant. 
It is understood that an incendiary fire was also discovered at 
the sand plant at about the same time. 
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THORPE FORD BRIDGE 


Big Raccoon Creek (cd) Parke County 


0.3 mile E. of 
ROSEDALE 

then Left 1.5 miles 

Built 1912 by J. A. Britton 
Length 163’ plus 9’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 13’ 

Shingle Roof 

Concrete Abutments 


One Span Load Limit 8 Tons 
Burr Arch 
Photographed June 11, 1948, 10:15 A. M. 
South Side 


Prior to the construction of this covered span, traffic was 
forced to take a circuitous route. Dan Thorpe related that dur- 
ing one flood it was necessary for him to drive seven miles to 
look after his horses that were only one-half mile from home. 

About the same time a newly-elected county commissioner 
was driving through this section of the county and inquired as 
to the shortest route to Rockville. He was given the necessary 
directions and, after several additional detours, the bewildered 
man reached the city. Mr. May then promised that a bridge 
would be built that same year. 

Many of the wooden spans have been given the names which 
were used at the fords. Nearly every such spot in the county 
has since then been spanned by a covered bridge. 
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RED BRIDGE 


Big Raccoon Creek (ce) Parke County 


1.2 miles E. of 
ROSEDALE 
then Left 0.3 mile 


Built 1880 by J. J. Daniels 
Length 248’ plus 14’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 13’ 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments and Pier 
Two Spans Load Limit 8 Tons 
Burr Arch 
Photographed June 11, 1948, 10:30 A. M. 
South Side 


Charles Fenquay who lives near Red Bridge relates that 
there used to be a village just east of the old span. Timbers 
and the rock foundation of a water-powered mill are all that 
remain to mark its site. 

When street car service in Terre Haute was discontinued 
several years ago some of the cars were purchased by Mr. 
Fenquay. One of these relics is now located in a field near the 
covered bridge. 

According to Magdalene Conley, Rosedale was once a very 
busy community. Mrs. Patterson then operated the Vandalia 
Hotel, and several other establishments were maintained where 
the miners could quench their thirst. 

Miss Conley, who has been secretary of the local chapter 
of the Eastern Star for twenty-five years, stated that in 1907, 
a very disastrous explosion took place at the near-by Fontanet 


Powder Mill. 
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JEFFRIES FORD BRIDGE 


Big Raccoon Creek (be) Parke County 


3.6 miles W. of 
BRIDGETON 
then Left 0.9 mile 


Built 1915 by J. A. Britton 
Length 204’ plus 9’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 13’ 
Sheet Metal Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments and Pier 
Two Spans Load Limit 8 Tons 
Burr Arch 
Photographed July 16, 1947, 2:20 P. M. 
West Side 


This covered bridge, a comparatively new structure, was 
built when a new road was put through where none had been 
before. This road was a short cut to Terre Haute and soon be- 
came a popular artery of travel. 

One oddity about this structure was that no bridge was in- 
cluded in the petition when the papers were drawn up for the 
new road. According to local residents, this oversight was the 
cause of many arguments among the nearby residents. 

Because of the flatness of the surrounding land, a fill had 
to be made for the approaches to the bridge. At the time this 
photograph was made, deep gullies were found in the roadway 
making travel very dangerous. Considerable sag was noticed 
in the floor of the bridge, due to the settling of the pier. 
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BRIDGETON BRIDGE 


Big Raccoon Creek (bt) Parke County 


AT 
BRIDGETON 


Built 1868 by J. J. Daniels 
Length 245’ plus 11’ overhang at each end 
Width 13’ Height 12’ 
Sheet Metal Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments and Pier 
Two Spans Load Limit 8 Tons 
Burr Arch 
Photographed July 16, 1947, 3:15 P. M. 
South Portal 


As far as can be learned, this was the first wooden covered 
bridge built here. There was, however, a wooden span here as 
early as 1835 but it was not covered. 

Canopied windows on the upstream side of the bridge pro- 
vide an excellent view of the pool behind the dam. Camera fans 
will find many vantage points near the mill and bridge. 

The mill, located downstream from the bridge, is now 
operated by electricity. In case of necessity waterpower may 
again be utilized by merely shifting a belt. The mill has been 
afire at various times. At one time a spectator was heard to 
remark, “We still have a dam by the mill site but no mill by a 
dam site’. 

According to local residents, Bridgeton was first known as 
Sodom. The name was changed to Bridgetown and then later 
shortened to Bridgeton. 
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CONLEY’S FORD BRIDGE 


Big Raccoon Creek (ba) Parke County 


1.1 miles W. of 
MANSFIELD 
then Left 1.1 miles 


Built 1906-’07 by J. P. Van Fossen 
Length 192’ plus 10’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 13’ 
Shingle Roof 
Concrete Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 8 Tons 
Burr Arch 
Photographed July 16, 1947, 4:45 P. M. 

West Side 


An interesting phase of covered bridge research is the study 
of portals. The Kennedy type is the one most often found in 
Indiana. Through the west-central section of the state the Daniels 
type is much in evidence, and scattered throughout many coun- 
ties are covered spans which were built by the Smith Bridge 
Company. Many Britton bridges can still be found in the western 
section of Indiana, this type being sometimes mistaken for a 
Daniels structure. 

In this volume the width given is the approximate clearance. 
The height is measured from the floor to the under side of the 
top lateral bracing. The length of a bridge as given in these 
writings is the length of the wooden floor of the span and the 
overhang means the distance from the end of the floor to a point 
vertically beneath the extreme end of the roof. In most cases the 
total length is found by adding twice the overhang to the length 
of the floor. 
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MANSFIELD BRIDGE 


Big Raccoon Creek (gb) Parke County 


On State Route 59 at 
MANSFIELD 


Built 1867 by J. J. Daniels 
Length 247’ plus 16’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 14’ 
Sheet Metal Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments and Pier 
Two Spans Load Limit 10 Tons 
Burr Arch 
Photographed July 17, 1947, 11:50 A. M. 
East Side 


Here, as elsewhere along Big Raccoon Creek, a source of 
water power was responsible for the birth and growth of a new 
settlement. A historic marker near the north end of the bridge 
attests to this fact in these words, ‘‘Mansfield Mill on Big Raccoon 
Creek on site of mill built in 1820 by Kelsey and Dickson, who 
quarried the burrs from a glacial boulder. Natural bridge of 
sandstone is two miles beyond the mill”. 

According to data by J. C. Hirshbrunner, of Rockville, 
this bridge was built in 1867, by Col. Johnson. Mr. Hirsh- 
brunner, a native of Switzerland, is now past ninety years of 
age and just recently retired from teaching. 

A marker on the south end of the bridge indicates the 
strength of the structure, and if a factor of safety has been 
allowed, the bridge should carry much more than the ten tons 
allotted. 
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BIG ROCKY FORK BRIDGE 


Big Rocky Fork (ah) Parke County 


1.4 miles S. of 
MANSFIELD 
on State Route 59, then Left 0.6 mile 


Built 1900 by J. J. Daniels 
Length 72’ plus 8’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 13’ 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 8 Tons 
Burr Arch 
Photographed July 16, 1947, 5:40 P. M. 
West Portal 


This typical Daniels’ bridge is hidden away, off the main 
highway, not far from Mansfield. It derived its name from the 
stream it crosses. 

Originally, all Daniels’ spans were similarly lettered. The 
date was placed on the portals, just underneath the ridge. The 
county commissioners’ names also had a prominent place on one 
side of the portal and on the opposite side were to be found the 
names of the builder, the superintendent, and the engineer. The 
names of auditor and treasurer are sometimes used in place of 
the latter two. Just below the date, and following the lower 
curve of the portal, were usually these words, ‘“‘Cross this bridge 
at a walk”. 

No doubt much more interest would have been taken in 
covered bridges if all had been so labelled. Many more would 
have found sponsors who would have aided in their preservation. 
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EDNA COLLINS BRIDGE 


Little Walnut Creek (fn) Putnam County 


0.9 mile N.W. of 
CLINTON FALLS 


Built 1922 by Charles Hendrix 
Length 80’ plus 8’ overhang at each end 
Width 15’ Height 13’-6” 
Shingle Roof 
Concrete Abutments 
One Span Load Limit Not Given 
Burr Arch 
Photographed Aug. 17, 1947, 10:40 A. M. 
East Portal 


This span is the baby of the Indiana covered bridges, having 
been erected in 1922. It was built to replace a concrete bridge 
which had been washed out. 

According to Arthur Plummer, the new bridge was fashioned 
out of Mississippi pine. Mr. Plummer appreciated the sturdiness 
and durability of the wooden bridge. While he was a county 
official he not only kept them in good repair but also designed 
and built new ones. His knowledge and efficiency was proven 
during his fourteen terms as County Surveyor. In that time he 
laid out some 350 miles of roads and designed six new bridges. 

The scenery here is not outstanding, but for whatever the 
landscape lacks, a pair of beautiful maple trees and the blossoms 
of Queen Ann’s lace compensate. 
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CLINTON FALLS BRIDGE 


Little Walnut Creek (fh) Putnam County 


1.0 mile S.E. of 
CLINTON FALLS 
then Right 0.7 mile 


Built originally 1838 at Raccoon 
Rebuilt here 1938-’39 
Length 122’ plus 8’ overhang at each end 
Width 18’-4” Height 14’ 
Sheet Metal Roof 
Stone Abutments with Concrete 
One Span Load Limit Not Given 
Burr Arch 
Photographed Aug. 17, 1947, 10:30 A. M. 
South Portal 


This bridge was orignially a two-lane span located at Raccoon 
on what is now State Route 43. It was moved to its present loca- 
tion in 1938, after one hundred years of service at its former 
location. The wooden bridge replaced a concrete span which was 
ruined by a flood. It was cut down to one lane and is now the 
widest bridge of its type in the state. Even the stone abutments 
were moved along with the bridge timbers. According to Arthur 
Plummer, the cost of moving was $4500. 

The present location is a short distance from where the old 
span stood. The course of the road now passes directly in front 
of Herman Neal’s farm home. 

Mr. Neal relates that an old mill used to be located nearby. 
The old burrs were taken away for souvenirs recently, after 
having lain in the field for many years. 
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DUNBAR BRIDGE 


Big Walnut Creek (fu) Putnam County 


0.8 mile N. of 
GREENCASTLE 
then Left 0.4 mile, then Right 0.6 mile 
Built 1880 
Length 174’ plus 12’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 13’-6” 


Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments and Pier 
Two Spans Load Limit Not Given 
Burr Arch 
Photographed Aug. 17, 1947, 10:10 A. M. 
South Portal 


Putnam County was organized on April 1, 1822 and was 
named in honor of General Israel Putnam of Revolutionary War 
fame. Greencastle was named for the Pennsylvania home town 
of Ephraim Dukes, one of the donors of the land on which the 
county seat was established. In 1823, he and his wife conveyed 
seventy acres of land for the town site, and two years later an 
additional eighty acres were added to the original grant. This 
land is now the public square and business area. 

Until 1826, court was held in the cabin homes of the settlers. 
The first courthouse was built in 1828, the second one in 1847, 
and the third and present one was erected in 1903-’05. 

Fire in the planing mill of C. T. Kimble and Sons on October 
28, 1874 burned six squares of homes and business buildings, 
comprising nearly half of the city. Another disastrous confla- 
gation on March 8 of the following year caused additional prop- 
erty damage. 
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WATERWORKS BRIDGE 


Big Walnut Creek (kf) Putnam County 


1.3 miles N. of 
GREENCASTLE 
on State Route 43, then Right 0.3 mile 


Built 1859 
Length 219’ plus 9’ overhang at south end 
10’ overhang at north end 
Width 15’ Height 12’ 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutment (S) and Pier 
Concrete Abutment (N) 


Two Spans Load Limit Not Given 
Burr Arch 

Photographed Aug. 17, 1947, 9:45 A. M. 
East Side 


This covered bridge, located beside the waterworks dam, 
was originally a single-span structure. The road at the north end 
of the bridge was washed out and the additional span was added 
invl OPS: 

The original span is a type similar to the Black Bridge. Both 
were constructed about the same time and in all probability were 
erected by the same person. 

The road past the Greencastle waterworks was originally 
the main route north from the city. State Route 43 was rebuilt 
a few years ago and now crosses Big Walnut Creek over a new 
concrete bridge a short distance to the west. 

The pumping station of the water department has also re- 
cently been modernized. Electric motors have replaced the steam 
engines, just as the gasoline engine has replaced the “hay-burner’”’. 
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BLACK BRIDGE 


Big Walnut Creek (gf) Putnam County 


1.2 miles W. of 
GREENCASTLE 
on Brunnertown Road 


Built 1860 
Length 110’ plus 9’ overhang at each end 
Width 14’ Height 12’ 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit Not Given 
Burr Arch ; 
Photographed Aug. 17, 1947, 9:05 A. M. 
East Portal 


This covered bridge has all the earmarks of a Wolf bridge. 
It is a type similar to the original span at the Greencastle Water- 
works. Both are of an earlier vintage than the Britton and 
Daniels bridges and somewhat earlier than the Kennedy struc- 
tures. 

Greencastle lies at the southern edge of the Indiana territory, 
which was once covered by the Northern (Wisconsin) or Sixth 
Period Ice Sheet. This section was also covered by the glacier of 
the Third Period, which extended farther south than the later 
ones. 

DePauw University, a co-educational school, was founded 
at Greencastle in 1837. The college is now very well known for 
its school of music. The grave of Robert Roberts, first Methodist 
Bishop of Indiana, is located on the college campus. A white 
marble monument was erected to his memory by the Methodist 
ministers of Indiana. 
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RUARK BRIDGE 


Little Walnut Creek (gc) Putnam County 


3.1 miles W. of 
GREENCASTLE 
on Brunnertown Road 


Built 1901 
Length 160’ plus 4’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 16’ 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 

One Span Load Limit 8 Tons 
Howe Truss 

Photographed Aug. 17, 1947, 8:55 A. M. 
East Portal 


This covered span derives its name from the Ivan Ruark 
farm which is located nearby. Arthur Plummer states that the 
structure is sometimes called the Wimmer Bridge. 

Jim Walker, who was born on the farm at the east end of 
the bridge, has a unique way of remembering when the span was 
erected. Mr. Walker’s uncle, Ed Stoner, was courting his fiancee 
during the year 1901 and had to ford Little Walnut Creek. At 
one time the creek was rather high so Ed went across on the 
bridge stringers because the floor had not yet been laid. 

Greencastle was incorporated as a town in 1849 and was 
ranked as a city in 1861. Squatters had, however, occupied land 
here as early as 1820. Some settlers entered land in Washington 
Township, near the forks of Eel River in 1818. 
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OAKALLA BRIDGE 


Big Walnut Creek (gu) Putnam County 


2.0 miles W. of 
LIMEDALE 
then Right 0.6 mile 


Built 1898 by J. J. Daniels 
Length 152’ plus 15’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 14’ 
Sheet Metal Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 

One Span Load Limit Not Given 
Burr Arch 

Photographed June 12, 1948, 9:35 A. M. 
South Portal 


This bridge derived its name from the former Oakalla sta- 
tion on the old Big Four Railroad. With the coming of truck 
transportation this stop on the railroad was soon discontinued. 
Oakalla Bridge is about two and one-half miles downstream from 
the Black Bridge. 

The first Studebaker wagon to come to Greencastle was 
purchased by the Torrs and was put to use on the construction of 
the bridge. Walter Torr told how his father used his horses to 
operate a pile driver. He noticed that after a few strokes of the 
machine the horses would instinctively brace themselves when 
the hammer tripped and released the tension on the cable. 

Earlier, Limedale was noted for its stone quarries. At present 
its name is carried far and wide on bags of cement. The Lone 
Star plant with its towering stacks makes quite a contrast to the 
horse-and-buggy days bridge of Oakalla. 
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HOUCK BRIDGE 


Big Walnut Creek (hc) Putnam County 


2.0 miles N. of 
MANHATTAN 
then Left 1.2 miles 


Built 1880 by Massillon Bridge Company 
Length 210’ plus 3’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 15’ 
Sheet Metal Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments and Pier 
Two Spans Load Limit 2 Tons 
Howe Truss 
Photographed Aug. 17, 1947, 8:15 A. M. 
East Portal 


This covered span is sometimes referred to as the Hamrick 
Bridge, deriving that name from the proposed relocation of the 
Pennsylvania Railroad and Hamrick station. 

One tract of the Indiana State Farm is located a short dis- 
tance southeast of Houck Bridge. The penal farm was established 
in 1913 and most of the 3,000 acres are located on U. S. Route 
40, just west of Putnamville. 

Agricultural activities here include gardening, canning, and 
meat processing. A herd of one hundred pure-bred cows supply 
the dairy products. Fifty acres of fruit trees and a flock of 5,000 
hens supply additional food. 

A large stone quarry is located at the farm, on the south 
side of the highway. The farm supplies other institutions with 
office furniture, brick, tile and cement products. 
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PUTNAMVILLE BRIDGE 


Deer Creek (nf) Putnam County 


0.4 mile S. of 
PUTNAMVILLE 


Length 137’ plus 6’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 15’ 
Sheet Metal Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit Not Given 
Howe Truss 
Photographed June 12, 1948, 10:15 A. M. 
North Portal 


The sound of several explosions reverberated through the 
valley during lunch time at the bridge. Inquiry led to the dis- 
covery that rock was being blasted at the State Penal Farm 
quarry just west of Putnamville. In the early days, Putnamville 
was a popular stage-coach station. 

A picture of this bridge was reproduced in the October 1938 
issue of Highway Magazine, published by a division of the Armco 
Company, of Middletown, Ohio. 

One of Putnamville’s beloved citizens was Doctor Layman, 
who died about the turn of the century. One of the doctor’s 
hired men had been a slave, and after the servant’s death, the 
doctor preserved the skeleton in a long box. 

Walter Sublett, who still lives across the highway from 
the doctor’s old homestead, recalls going there during school 
recess to get apples. Walter also related how he would often 
scratch the doctor’s back with the hand of the skeleton. 
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MANHATTAN BRIDGE 


Deer Creek (mu) Putnam County 


0.1 mile S. of 
MANHATTAN 

then Left 0.4 mile 

Built 1895 by J. J. Daniels 
Length 120’ plus 8’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 13’-6” 
Sheet Metal Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 


One Span Load Limit Not Given 
Burr Arch 

Photographed Oct. 11, 1947, 2:45 P. M. 
West Side 


Before being erected, this span was laid out and framed in 
Harold Wright’s pasture. This procedure was a common practice 
among the better builders of covered bridges, and their skill in 
fabricating these structures is worthy of note. Most of the 
organized bridge-building companies used the same methods. 
Parts were fitted and assembled at the factory, then dismantled, 
sent to the bridge site and re-assembled. 

This village was founded in 1829 and is located southeast of 
the railroad town of Reelsville. When the Vandalia line was 
built, many Manhattan residents moved to the new community. 
Quite a bit of rivalry has developed over the prominence of the 
two towns. 

When Big Walnut Bridge was washed out in 1875, Man- 
hattan was isolated and all traffic was sent through Reelsville. 
U. S. Route 40 now by-passes Reelsville and thus Manhattan 
is regaining the glory that was once taken away. 
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CRAFT BRIDGE 


Deer Creek (nb) Putnam County 


1.0 mile S. of 
PLEASANT GARDENS 
then Left 1.2 miles, then Right 0.9 mile, 
then Left 1.2 miles 


Built 1880 
Length 152’ plus 5’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 15’ 


Sheet Metal Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit Not Given 
Howe Truss 
Photographed Oct. 11, 1947, 2:10 P. M. 
South Portal 


Logging had been extensively carried on near this bridge, 
as evidenced by the limbs left by the cutters. By not having a 
load limit posted on the bridge, the county was unable to collect 
damages after a logging truck broke some of the timbers of the 
span. 

The steep hill at the south end of the structure was partially 
the cause of another accident. A Mr. Farmer’s inexperience 
in reversing his new steam thresher engine caused him to crash 
it over the abutment of Craft Bridge. Two magnificent walnut 
trees still remain undamaged near the south portal and add 
greatly to the scenic beauty of this spot. 

Another well-known spot near here was the famous Cagle 
mill. Many local people knew Mr. Cagle for his quick wit and 
his frequent sharp temper. 
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DICK HUFFMAN BRIDGE 


Big Walnut Creek (mw) Putnam County 


1.0 mile S. of 
PLEASANT GARDENS 
then Left 1.2 miles, then Right 0.9 mile, 
then Right 0.3 mile 


Built 1880 
Length 265’ plus 4’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 15’ 


Sheet Metal Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments and Pier 
Two Spans Load Limit Not Given 
Howe Truss 
Photographed Oct. 11, 1947, 2:00 P. M. 
West Portal 


The Dick Huffman Bridge was earlier known as the Webster 
Bridge, so named because of the old Webster Mill nearby. Ac- 
cording to local residents, a brewery was also located here. 
The former county engineer stated that this bridge has been 
substantially strengthened and that the span was closed for only 
two weeks during repair operations. 

The bridge rightly deserves its name. The county map 
shows the farm of Greely R. Huffman nearby. Farther upstream 
is the farm home of Carl A. Huffman. 

The Ten o’Clock Line passed through Carl’s farm and also 
forms the diagonal boundary line of his property. The county 
road follows the same survey line at this point. 

Log cabins on U. S. Route 40 near Pleasant Gardens, at- 
tracted the attention of the author and his wife. It was here that 
many of these stories were written. 
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CRAPLE BRIDGE 


Croy’s Creek (na) Putnam County 


2.4 miles S. of 
BRIDGE (mw) 
then Left 0.8 mile 


Built 1889 by J. A. Britton 
Length 71’ plus 4’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 13’ 
Sheet Metal Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit Not Given 
Burr Arch 
Photographed Oct. 11, 1947, 1:15 P. M. 
South Portal 


Craple Bridge is located about one-fourth mile north of the 
Jay-Putnam county line. It is just a few hundred feet from the 
junction of Croy Creek and Eel River. Violets were found to 
be in bloom beside the bridge on the October day this picture 
was taken. 

According to the county map, the Boy Scouts own some 
property just south of the old span. Several years ago the Scouts 
made an extensive campaign to gather seeds of the tulip poplar, 
Indiana’s state tree. The blossom of this tree had been the state 
flower, but the legistlative act applying to the blossom was re- 
pealed in 1931. 

As recorded in botannical guide books, trees are known to 
migrate from place to place. In some cases they have moved 
thousands of miles in order to find a new location in which 
growing conditions are more suited to their needs. 
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HONEY CREEK BRIDGE 


Honey Creek (gk) Vigo County 


1.9 miles W. of 
RILEY 
then Right 0.9 mile 


Built 1867 by C. W. Bishop 
Length 75’ plus 5’ overhang at each end 
Width 14’ Height 13’ 
Sheet Metal Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 3 Tons 
Queenpost Truss 
Photographed July 17, 1946, 4:25 P. M. 
North Portal 


According to Edgar Fagin, postmaster at Riley, the town was 
first known as Hazelton. In the early 1800’s the name was 
changed to Lockport and soon after the Civil War the community 
came to be known as Riley. The name Lockport was chosen 
because of the five locks which were located on the Riley Town- 
ship section of the Wabash and Erie Canal. The old canal turn- 
ing basin was located just north of here, at Terre Haute. It was 
here that the canal boats were turned around just as though they 
were locomotives on a turntable. 

This county was originally a part of Sullivan County. Every 
acre of Vigo County is said to be underlaid with coal. Several 
of the veins have an average thickness of twenty-one feet. Just 
a few miles south of the present site of Terre Haute a Friends’ 
settlement was once established. The Monthly Meeting, known 
as “Honey Creek’’, was set up here in 1812. 
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JORDAN CREEK BRIDGE 


Jordan Creek (mp) Clay County 


0.3 mile N. of 
BOWLING GREEN 


Built 1871 by Muehler & Notter 
Length 87’ plus 9’ overhang at each end 
Width 17’ Height 11’-6” 
Sheet Metal Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 3 Tons 
Burr Arch 
Photographed July 17, 1946, 2:45 P. M. 
South Portal 


One may relax in the cool shade near the south portal of 
this bridge and read a brief history of the first grist mill built 
here. The historic marker reads as follows, “Old grist mill. Site 
of Bowling Green’s first grist mill. Erected about 1847 on Jor- 
dan Creek. Named by first settler of Clay County in 1812. Mill 
proprietor Moses Burton’. The sign was later repainted and the 
wording somewhat changed. 

Another reminder of days gone by is to be found just north 
of the bridge. Many a faithful animal has found liquid refresh- 
ment at the old watering trough. A well still serves those who 
care to partake of its cool water. 

The creaking watermill and the dusty miller have both 
passed from view. Their memory will be kept alive for many 
years to come by these remaining landmarks. 
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GOSPORT BRIDGE 


W. Fk., White River (m-c) Owen County 


S. edge of 
GOSPORT 


Built 1870 by Smith Bridge Company 
Length (wood) 339’ plus 10’ overhang at south end 
Width 16’ Height 13’ 

Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments and Pier 
Two Spans (wood) Load Limit 5 Tons 
Smith Patent Truss 
Photographed Aug. 14, 1947, 2:30 P. M. 

North Portal 


Gosport Bridge originally had three wooden spans. About 
1890, one span was replaced by an open steel span for greater 
safety in crossing the railroad. The posted load limit on the steel 
structure is three tons, two tons less than the amount allowed 
on the wood spans. 

Gosport’s colorful history dates back to the Goss family and 
their establishment of a pork packing house a short distance from 
where the covered bridge now stands. 

Sam Davis was also a prominent figure in the early days 
of Gosport. Sam was a boat builder, and made flatboats for the 
packing house. During the spring floods the boats were loaded 
with pork and sent downstream, down the Ohio, and on to New 
Orleans where both boat and cargo were sold. Sam’s son, Hershel, 
lives on top of the hill above the old bridge. He told how the 
Monon Railroad, built through here in 1847, brought disastrous 
competition to his father’s business. 
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CATARACT FALLS BRIDGE 


Mill Creek (as) Owen County 
0.5 mile N.E. of 


CATARACT 
Built 1876 
Length 140’ plus 5’ overhang at each end 
Width 13’-6” Height 13’-6” 


Sheet Metal Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 3 Tons 
Smith Patent Truss 
Photographed Aug. 16, 1947, 2:00 P. M. 
South Side 


The thunderous roar of falling water greets the ear of the 
pilgrim as he nears this covered bridge. These lovely falls are 
located on Mill Creek, west of State Route 43, in the north cen- 
tral part of Owen County. 

In 1883, John Stiner bought one thousand acres of land 
near the covered bridge. Included in the purchase was a three- 
story mill which stood beside the upper falls. Mrs. Agnes Stuckey, 
a descendant of Mr. Stiner, is now the present owner. She main- 
tains a hotel at the lower falls. 

The mill was destroyed by the 1913 flood. Previous to its 
passing, it had consisted of a wool carding mill, a gristmill, and a 
sawmill. A dairy occupied the first floor. At one time there was 
a mill at the lower falls. One of the millstones is still lying at 
the base of the cliff. A covered bridge located between the two 
falls washed out prior to 1883. 
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CROY MILL BRIDGE 


Mill Creek (aw) Owen County 


0.5 mile S.W. of 
CUNOT 
on State Route 42 


Built 1883 

Length 150’ plus 6’ overhang at each end 

Width 15’ Height 15’ 
Sheet Metal Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 6 Tons 

Howe Truss 

Photographed Oct. 11, 1947, 12:35 P. M. 
North Portal 


This is the second wooden covered bridge which was built 
here. One of the present nearby residents, a Mr. Croy, is the 
son of a “forty-niner’’. It was from this early family of settlers 
that Croy Creek derived its name. The Croys operated the early 
mill that stood near the bridge. Find a covered bridge and one 
would quite often find a gristmill or a sawmill. This rule held 
quite true in this case. 

Plans are under way for the construction of a conservancy 
dam downstream from Croy Mill Bridge. According to local 
reports, the water will back up to a depth of sixty feet at the 
bridge site. 

Mill Creek at this point is often referred to as the west fork 
of Eel River. Putnam County map shows both names on the 
same stream but most of the state maps carry the Mill Creek 
name. 
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COUNTY LINE BRIDGE 


Mill Creek (rn-c) Putnam County 


2.7 miles S. of 
CLOVERDALE 
on State Route 43, then Left 2.0 miles 


Built 1915 by J. A. Britton 
Length 100’ plus 11’ overhang at east end 
Width 16’ Height 14’ 
Roof: Half Shingle, Half Sheet Metal 
Concrete Abutments 
One Span (wood) Load Limit Not Given 
Burr Arch 
Photographed June 12, 1948, 10:55 A. M. 
South Side 


Previous to the construction of the County Line Bridge the 
creek had to be forded at a point about one hundred yards up- 
stream. Because of the backwater from a dam downstream, this 
method of crossing finally became unsafe. 

B. F. Sharpe was hired to haul the timbers for the new 
bridge. The author met Mr. Sharpe at the bridge the day some 
color pictures were made. His knowledge of local history made 
this sketch possible. 

In 1930, dredging operations formed a new channel for Mill 
Creek. As a result an additional seventy-five foot steel span 
was needed at the west end of the original one. This accounts 
for the “half-and-half” type of structure. 

Gas lines are seldom seen in rural areas but there is one 
along this road. In order to get it across the creek the pipe was 
fastened to the south side of the bridge. 
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ECCLES BRIDGE 


Mill Creek (pw) Putnam County 


1.6 miles S. of 
CLOVERDALE 
on State Route 43, then Left 2.8 miles 


Built 1886 
Length 87’ plus 4’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 13’ 
Sheet Metal Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 6 Tons 
Howe Truss 
Photographed Oct. 11, 1947, 11:45 A. M. 
West Portal 


Eccles Bridge is located about one mile upstream from the 
County Line Bridge. Another similar structure about one mile 
northeast of here was removed when State Road 42 was rebuilt. 
The material was salvaged and is being used to repair other 
remaining wooden bridges. 

A low place in this state road is marked by a high water 
gauge in order to inform motorists as to the depth of floods. 
Water is often several feet deep at this dip in the road. 

An Indian camp was located a few miles downstream from 
where these covered bridges now stand. According to the older 
residents, the nearby salt lick attracted both deer and hunters 
from miles around. 

The wild animals are gone, and this section of the state is 
now famous for livestock such as Tunis sheep and Belgian horses. 
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PARKER BRIDGE 


Mill Creek (pd-c) Putnam County 


2.7 miles N. of 
EMMINENCE 
then Left 0.3 mile 


Built 1886 
Length (wood) 120’ plus 2’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 15’ 
Sheet Metal Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments, Concrete Facing 
One Span (wood) Load Limit Not Given 

Howe Truss 

Photographed Aug. 17, 1947, 1:05 P. M. 
South Side 


As shown by the photograph, Parker Bridge is another 
““half-an-half” bridge. This section of Indiana is comparatively 
flat and has a tendency to be swampy so drainage ditches are of 
vital importance. As the course of Mill Creek was widened and 
deepened it was necessary to lengthen the bridge with an ad- 
ditional ninety-one foot span of steel. 

This bridge might well be called the Flower Garden Bridge. 
The beauty of the blossoms nearby are a joy to all who pass this 
way. Annuals as well as perennials may be seen at the beauty- 
spot of Mill Creek. 

Mrs. B. C. Cox also adds to the happiness of the community 
by her joy of singing. Many of the songs are her own compositions. 
Her music is spontaneous as she works among her flowers, and 
the melodies send the traveler on his journey, happy for having 
passed this way. 
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BROOKLYN BRIDGE 


White Lick Creek (fk) Morgan County 


E. edge of 
BROOKLYN 
Built 1876 
Length 160’ plus 8’ overhang at each end 
Width 14’ Height 14’ 


Shingle Roof 
16’ Concrete Ramp at West End 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 114 Tons 
Howe Truss 
Photographed Aug. 14, 1947, 1:05 P. M. 
South Side 


The remnants of an old mill dam can still be seen just below 
the old covered bridge. A two-wheeled mill built by Joseph Losh 
was torn down about 1924. 

While measuring the bridge, the author was asked if he was 
testing the water. The small boy who asked the question no 
doubt had been warned about wading in contaminated water. 

Another famous landmark of Brooklyn, the Franklin Lan- 
ders home, was built in 1861-62. The bricks for this fine old 
homestead were furnished by Enos Brown, well-known local 
brickmaker. The land for nearby Bethany Park was donated by 
Mr. Landers who deeded it to the Christian Churches of the 
State of Indiana. At present Brooklyn is well known for the 
clay products of the Brooklyn Brick Company and the Indiana 
Drain and Tile Company. 
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VINE STREET BRIDGE 


Little Blue River (kt) Shelby County 


N.E. part of 
SHELBYVILLE 


Built 1892 by Emmett L. Kennedy 
Length 157’ plus 4’ overhang at each end 
Roadway: Width 18’, Height 18’ 
Each Walk: Width 4’-6”, Height 11’ 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 


One Span Load Limit Not Given 
Burr Arch 

Photographed Oct. 21, 1947, 1:55 P. M. 
South Side 


The only remaining example of a Kennedy bridge with built- 
in, arcaded sidewalks is to be found in Shelbyville. The arcaded 
roadway and walks are to be found in no other covered bridge 
now in use in Indiana. Many thousands of feet of beaded ceiling 
were used overhead, and the handrails and the turned posts add 
greatly to the appearance of the span. 

Along the north edge of State Route 29, at the eastern edge 
of the city is a historic marker inscribed as follows, “Site of the 
first railroad west of the Allegheny Mountains. Built by Judge 
W. J. Peasley, July 4, 1834.” This was originally a strap-iron 
railroad. According to local residents, the rails were narrow 
straps of steel instead of the type now in use. There was also 
a horse-drawn railroad at Shelbyville. It extended north about 
a couple of miles and was supposed to have been built the same 
year as the Peasley line. 
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CEDAR FORD BRIDGE 


Little Blue River (dn) Shelby County 


1.5 miles N.E. of 
SHELBY VILLE 


Built 1885 by Kennedy Brothers 
Length 127’ plus 7’ overhang at each end 
Width 15’-6” Height 13’ 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 


One Span Load Limit Not Given 
Burr Arch 

Photographed Oct. 21, 1947, 2:10 P. M. 
South Side 


Although Rush County at present has the largest number of 
the remaining Kennedy bridges all four of the Shelby County 
covered structures are examples of the Kennedy art. Karl A. 
Kennedy still resides in Shelbyville and has furnished a great 
deal of information about their bridges. 

Before the advent of the daily papers in the rural sections, 
the covered bridge served as a billboard for local news, circus 
posters, legal notices, and farm sales dodgers. Patent medicines 
and nostrums were also given prominent publicity as evidenced 
by the advertisement painted on the arch of this span, ‘‘Glycerin 
Balm Cures Consumption”. No doubt many ailments, erron- 
eously diagnosed as consumption, were benefited by this pre- 
scription. 
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CONN’S CREEK BRIDGE 


Conn’s Creek (kg) Rush County 


1.3 miles S. of 
HOMER 


Built 1884 by Kennedy Brothers 
Length 70’ plus 8’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 13’-6” 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 5 Tons 
Howe (all timber) Truss 
Photographed Sept. 27, 1947, 11:25 A. M. 
East Side 


This is one of the few covered bridges in which the Kennedys 
used the all-timber Howe truss. In the majority of their spans 
the Burr truss was employed. 

At the southwest edge of Homer another unusual sight can 
be seen. It isa barn in the shape of a covered bridge. As a matter 
of fact is was originally a covered bridge and was washed out 
by the flood of 1913. It is now in use in a barnyard just a short 
distance from where it served as a bridge. A lean-to has been 
built on the west side of the structure and a very satisfactory 
use was thus found for the derelict. 

Homer is a thriving little community and has its own gas 
company. As long as the supply of clay lasted a tile factory was 
in operation here. A furniture factory is now occupying an 
abandoned tomato cannery. 
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CIRCLEVILLE BRIDGE 


Big Flat Rock River (rc) Rush County 


S. edge of 
RUSHVILLE 


Built 1883 by A. M. Kennedy & Sons 
Length 260’ plus 9’ overhang at each end 
Roadway: Width 17’-6”, Height 15’-6” 
Walkways: 5’ wide, Ceiled 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments and Pier 
Two Spans 1942 Load Limit: Abandoned, unsafe 

Burr Arch 

Photographed Oct. 5, 1941, 3:30 P. M. 
South Portal 


Since this photograph was taken the old bridge has had to 
give way to modern transportation. It was abandoned in 1942 
and is being preserved as a historic landmark. The span derived 
its name from the Rushville suburb which is located southeast 
of the bridge. 

Rushville was founded by Dr. Benjamin Rush, one of the 
signers of the Declaration of Independence. Dr. Rush was 
credited with the saving of more than 6,000 lives during the 
yellow fever epidemic of 1793. Much honor came to him because 
of his new method of treating the disease. 

Another Kennedy bridge of similar design was located at 
the east edge of Rushville and was known as East Hill Cemetery 
Bridge. It was also recently replaced by a concrete span. It is 
understood that this structure was carefully dismantled and 
stored at the county fairgrounds. 
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HAWKINS BRIDGE 


Little Salt Creek (cb) Franklin County 


2.6 miles W. of 
METAMORA 
on U. S. Route 52, then Left 1.6 miles 


Built 1892 

Length 97’ plus 6’ overhang at each end 

Width 13’ Height 13’ 
Sheet Metal Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 

One Span Load Limit Not Given 
Howe Truss 

Photographed July 21, 1947, 11:00 A. M. 
East Portal 


Indians !! No longer is that warning shouted to the traveler 
as it was long years ago. Instead, while passing through this 
covered bridge one may hear Alex Davison’s tractor chugging in 
the field nearby. 

Mr. Davison pointed out the spot across the road from his 
house where two white men were killed by Indians. These were 
the last persons to so lose their lives in this county. Their graves 
are located a short distance east of the old bridge and remain 
unnoticed by many a passer-by. 

The Hawkins family, Uncle Dave, Aunt Mary, and Aunt 
Carrie, once owned all the land round about, as far as the eye 
could see. It was from this fact that the bridge came to be known 
as the Hawkins Bridge. 

A speed limit sign on the bridge, like horse-and-buggy 
travel, has almost faded from veiw. 
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MT. CARMEL BRIDGE 


Big Cedar Creek (dp) Franklin County 


1.7 miles W. of 
MT. CARMEL 
on State Route 126 


Built 1870 by Thomas A. Hardman 
Length 82’ plus 4’ overhang at each end 
Width 14’ Height 12’-6” 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 3 Tons 
Smith Patent Truss 
Photographed Oct. 21, 1947, 9:30 A. M. 
East Portal 


According to local residents, this is the first wooden covered 
bridge which Mr. Hardman built in Franklin County. A private 
covered bridge is located 0.7 mile south of the Mt. Carmel span. 
It was built about 1905 by John Seal, has doors at each end and 
is used primarly as a cattle-crossing. 

Just east of the highway bridge is a log house which was 
the boyhood of William Calvert who is now a resident of Brook- 
ville. Mr. Calvert, a native of England, came here in 1859 at the 
age of two years. An old school building in Mt. Carmel still bears 
a marker inscribed with that same date. 

What is said to be an Indian mound is located halfway 
between the covered bridge and the Calvert cabin. This elevation 
gave a vantage point from which to photograph the old span. A 
picture of the private structure will be found in a special grouping 
in the appendix. 
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SNOW HILL BRIDGE 


Johnson’s Fork (fw) Franklin County 


1.9 miles N.W. of 
HARRISON 
on U. S. Route 52, then Right 3.7 miles 


Length 75’ plus 4’ overhang at each end 
Width 14’ Height 13’-6” 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit Not Given 
Howe Truss 
Photographed Dec. 26, 1947, 1:35 P. M. 
East Portal 


In the earlier days, a family by the name of Snow lived 
on the hill just above the bridge and thus it became to be known 
as Snow Hill Bridge. 

During the dry season, Johnson’s Fork is an innocent-look- 
ing, and practically dry gully. During the rainy season, the scene 
changes and raging torrents of water are often seen sweeping 
down this peaceful valley. The steel bridges downstream have 
often been damaged by the rushing waters and many times have 
been washed away, damaging both the highway bridge and the 
railroad trestle. 

Snow Hill Bridge, however, has weathered many storms and 
floods, and should be able to serve the transportation needs of 
the community for many more years. 

Instead of going to this bridge from Harrison one can drive 
south from Mt. Carmel. On this route are the communities of 
Sharptown and Drewersburg. 
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BRANNON BRIDGE 


Br. of E. Fk., Whitewater R. (xx) Wayne County 


At Bridge Street in 
RICHMOND 


Length 107’ plus 5’ overhang at each end 

Two Lanes 

Width: Each roadway 10’, Height 13’ 
Shingle Roof 

Cut Stone Abutments 

One Span Load Limit 3 Tons 
Howe Truss 

Photographed Mar. 13, 1948, 1:05 P. M. 
West Side 


A mate to this old span was once located over the Middle 
Branch of West Fork of the Whitewater River. It was also in 
Happy Hollow and just east of the Brannon Bridge. An electric 
light near the end of Richmond’s present covered bridge brings to 
mind an interesting item about the progress of the city. Gas 
lights were turned on July 4, 1854 and electric lights were put 
in service in 1893. 

Richmond has the distinction of having the first covered 
wooden bridge in Indiana. It was built in 1834 to take the old 
Cumberland Road over the Whitewater River. The road traversed 
Richmond where Main Street is now located. 

An old log cagin, now located in Glen Miller Park, served as 
the first schoolhouse in Richmond. It was erected as a dwelling 
in 1812 and was converted into a schoolhouse in 1813. It was 
placed in the park in 1903 by Albert Reed, who also placed an 
appropriate marker on it. 
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MITCHELL BRIDGE 


Noland’s Fork (gt) Wayne County 


0.3 mile E. of 
WEBSTER 
then Left 1.6 miles 
Built 1918 by E. L. Kennedy & Sons 
Length 100’ plus 9’ overhang at each end 
Width 15’-6” Height 13’-6” 
Shingle Roof 
Concrete Abutments 


One Span Load Limit 3 Tons 
Burr Arch 
Photographed Mar. 13, 1948, 2:05 P. M. 
South Side 


This covered bridge is located on the Pleasant Plains road 
and is the last one built by the Kennedy family. It was erected 
forty-eight years after their first one was built. It is interesting 
to note that both the oldest and the youngest of the Kennedy 
bridges are still in use. 

To the north of the bridge is Fountain City. It was in- 
corporated in 1833 and was then known as Newport. It received 
its present name when well drillers tapped an underground lake 
and thus permitted the water to bubble up like a fountain. The 
highest point in Indiana is said to be just a few miles northeast 
of Fountain City. During the latter days of slavery this town 
was made famous by Levi Coffin’s “underground railroad” 
station. 

The Ohio-Indiana boundary line as established by the Treaty 
of Greenville in 1795 passed to the east of where Fountain City 
is now located. This area of Indiana was then known as Knox 
County. 
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WRIGHT BRIDGE 


W. Fk., White River (kb) Randolph County 


1.0 mile W. of 
FARMLAND 
on State Route 32, then Left 1.5 miles 


Built 1883 by A. M. Kennedy & Sons 
Length 113’ plus 10’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 13’ 

Roof: Sheet Metal over Shingles 
Abutments: North, Concrete; South, Stone 
One Span Load Limit 8 Tons 
Burr Arch 
Photographed Aug. 28, 1945, 6:15 P. M. 
South Portal 


Although badly in need of repairs, this old covered’ span 
still retains the Kennedy characteristics. One of Indiana’s stately 
trees stands guard over its declining years. 

During the harvest season, old-fashioned steam thresher 
engines have been seen puffing and wheezing along the byways. 
As the name implies, this is a fine farming section as was soon 
discovered by the early settlers. The residents are easy-going and 
prone still to do things in a manner well in keeping with the 
era of the covered bridge. 

At Unionport, just south of the old covered bridge, is located 
the former home of Elizabeth Marine. Elizabeth became the 
wife of Rueben Riley, and the mother of Indian’s well-known 
poet, James Whitcomb Riley. 
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STUEBENVILLE BRIDGE 


Mississinewa River (bk) Randolph County 


On State Route 1, 2.1 miles N. of 
BRINCKLEY 
then E. 2.0 miles on S.R. 28, then Right 1.0 mile 


Built 1883 by A. M. Kennedy & Sons 
Length 124’ plus 8’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 13’ 
Roof: Sheet Metal over Shingles 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 8 Tons 
Burr Arch 
Photographed Aug. 28, 1945, 5:30 P. M. 
South Portal 


According to the derivation of the name, “Red Key” should 
be one word. The town was named in honor of James Redkey 
on whose land the town was built. J. W. Fiers, eighty-eight year- 
old historian of Jay County, is the grandson of Mr. Redkey. 

Due north of Red Key and two and one-half miles beyond 
Pennville, a monument made of Indiana boulders marks the 
spot where Eliza Harris is reputed to have stopped on her flight 
to Canada. 

Just north of the Jay-Randolph County line is the spot where 
U. S. Route 27 crosses the line fixed by the Treaty of Saint Marys, 
Ohio, in 1818. The agreement fixed the boundary of the terri- 
tory ceded to the United States by the Miami Indians. On 
October 14, 1928 a marker was placed there by the Mississinewa 
Chapter of the D.A.R. 

Name of bridge furnished by Eugene Bock, of Anderson, 
Indiana. 
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CEYLON BRIDGE 


Wabash River (kr) Adams County 
0.9 mile N.E. of 


CEYLON 
Built 1860 
Length 126’ plus 7’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 13’ 


Sheet Metal Roof 
Abutments: East, Concrete; West, Stone 
One Span Load Limit (Span Closed, 1948) 
Howe Truss 
Photographed Aug. 28, 1945, 3:00 P. M. 
West Portal 


As far as known, there is now only one other wooden 
covered bridge spanning the Wabash River. The other span is 
in Wells County and is located southeast of Markle. The sills of 
the Ceylon Bridge have rotted and the span was closed to traffic 
early in 1948. 

Through the writings of Gene Stratton-Porter, this section 
of Indiana has become dear to the hearts of all who love nature 
and the beauty of the out-of-doors. Geneva, an oil-boom town, 
was surrounded by swamps and marshes known as the Limber- 
lost. 

The name “Limberlost” had already been given to the vast 
swampland quite some time before Mrs. Porter moved here. 
The name, like the ones of many other places, came into being 
by chance. After a native known as Limber Jim became lost in 
the swamps the other settlers unknowingly gave this section 
of Indiana a new name when they remarked among themselves, 
‘“Limber’s lost’. 
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PLEASANT MILLS BRIDGE 


St. Mary’s River (ef) Adams County 


N.E. edge of 
PLEASANT MILLS 


Built 1882 by Smith Bridge Company 
Length 135’ plus 2’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 13’-6” 
Sheet Metal Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 5 Tons 
Howe Truss 
Photographed Aug. 28, 1945, 2:35 P. M. 
South Portal 


According to county records, this covered bridge was built 
at a cost of $2551.50, and it has been well worth the money 
invested. Local residents state that water from the 1913 flood 
stood about six inches deep on the floor of the bridge. As far 
as has been learned, Adams County has had two other covered 
spans on the St. Mary’s River. One of these was located north- 
west of Monument and the other was at Monroe Street, in 
Decatur. 

Albert Boner, now nearing 82, related that Pleasant Mills 
was so named because of the waterpowered mills which were 
located here. The village was platted in 1846 by E. A. Goddard, 
and was surveyed by George Heath. 

Elephant Rock, formerly located in the river near the covered 
bridge, was taken to the county seat and dedicated to the memory 
of Gene Stratton-Porter. 
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COVER BRIDGE 


Wabash River (bu) Wells County 


2.9 miles S.E. of 
MARKLE 
on State Route 116, then Right 0.5 mile 


Built 1870 by Wheelock McKay & Goshorn 
Length 205’ plus 1’ overhang at each end 
Width 15’ Height 12’ 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments and Pier 
Two Spans Load Limit 5 Tons 
Smith Patent Truss 
Photographed Aug. 28, 1945, 12:55 P. M. 
East Side 


A bridge was petitioned for in March, 1868, and the site was 
selected the following March. The contract was let on May 6, 
1869. John Lillie laid up the stonework and McKay and Goshorn 
built the framework. The total cost was $7576.15, and the struc- 
ture was given its final inspection on November 23, 1870. 

Cover Bridge is in a picturesque setting on a road which is 
not very heavily traveled. It crosses the Wabash River near the 
stream’s northernmost point. A sign on the portal gives a faint 
warning in these words, ‘““Walk your horses when on this bridge 
or pay ten dollars fine”. An unusual feature of the bridge is the 
roof over the pier where it extends beyond the framework 
of the structure. 

The Wabash River rises in Darke County, Ohio, flows in a 
northwesterly direction to near Huntington, then southwest to 


Attica, where it begins its southerly journey to join the Ohio 
River at Wabash Island. 
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COBURN BRIDGE 


St. Joe River (ac) De Kalb County 


0.3 mile E. of 
SPENCERVILLE 


Built 1876 by George Woerntz & Son 
Length 160’ plus 4’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 13’ 
Shingle Roof 
Concrete Abutments 
55’ Concrete Ramp at West End 
One Span Load Limit 5 Tons 
Howe Truss 
Photographed Aug. 28, 1945, 8:45 A. M. 
East Portal 


Two extremes in transportation were seen just after the 
photograph of this bridge was taken. First, an Amish man in 
distinctive costume and typical beard came through the bridge 
in his air-conditioned buggy. Travelling in the opposite direc- 
tion just a few minutes later, an immense trailer-truck came to 
a halt at the east portal of the span. The driver’s helper stood on 
the running board and sighted along the top and side of the truck 
while the driver eased his steed through the portal. The top 
of the vehicle cleared the bridge by only an inch or so. 

Several years ago Spencerville celebrated its centennial. To 
be seen on Main Street is a granite boulder bearing a bronze 
plate which is inscribed as follows, ‘First settlement of De Kalb 
County, 1828. Erected by De Kalb County Historical Society, 
TO28 
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DILL’S BRIDGE 


St. Joe River (ad) De Kalb County 


1.3 miles S. of 
ST. JOE 
on State Route 1, then Left 0.3 mile 


Built 1869 by George Woerntz & Son 
Length 154 plus 8’ overhang at each end 
Width 15’ Height 13’ 
Sheet Metal Roof 
Concrete Abutments 
74’ Corduroy Ramp at West End 
One Span Load Limit 5 Tons 
Howe Truss 
Photographed Aug. 28, 1945, 8:15 A. M. 
East Portal 


The roof of Dill’s Bridge was blown off early in 1948. The 
sheet metal covering lodged in a nearby tree and the framework 
fell into the river. 

According to the postmaster, St. Joe was platted by John 
Leighty and son, Jacob. The name Blair was given to the first 
post office established here. The B. and O. Railroad built a line 
through the Blair farm in 1874 and the stop was called St. Joe 
Station. This name was later shortened to St. Joe. 

De Kalb County was organized February 2, 1837 and named 
for Baron De Kalb, Revolutionary War hero and German noble- 
man. 
A centennial celebration was held at Garrett on May 5, 1916. 
A pageant showing the evolution of the circuit rider was enacted 
by the Garrett Ministerial Association. In the lead was a minister 
on horseback, then in turn came one in a cart, one in an old 
buggy, one in a surrey, and finally one in an automobile. 


166 


HOULTON BRIDGE 


Fish Creek (fk) De Kalb County 


6.0 miles N. of 
BUTLER 
on State Route 1, then Right 0.2 mile 


Built 1884 by George Woerntz & Son 
Length 103’ plus 7’ overhang at each end 
Width 12’ Height 12’ 
Roof: Sheet Metal over Shingles 
Rubble Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 5 Tons 
Speed Limit 25 M.P.H. 

Howe Truss 
Photographed June 22, 1948, 3:05 P. M. 
West Portal 


Houlton Bridge is located on what was once the old Belle- 
fontaine Trail and crosses Fish Creek, a stream which is the 
outlet to Hamilton Lake. The span was named in honor of 
Samuel Houlton, who built a mill near here in 1827. A Mr. 
Casebeer also built a mill on Fish Creek, and John Fee owned a 
similar enterprise at the outlet of the same stream. 

This section of Indiana is rich in Indian stories and legends, 
and historic records tell of many skirmishes with the raiders. 
The surrounding part of the state was traversed by the early 
overland routes to La Porte, Michigan City, and the lake region 
around what is now Chicago. 

The town of Hamilton is located two and one-half miles to 
the northwest and is famous for its lake and fine fishing camps. 
The business district is on the county line, but the post office is 
listed in Steuben County. 
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CEDAR CHAPEL BRIDGE 


Cedar Creek (ag) De Kalb County 


5.0 miles S. of 
GARRETT 
on State Route 327, then Left 1.3 miles 


Built 1884 by George Woerntz & Son 
Length 110’ plus 7’ overhang at each end 
Width 12’ Height 13’ 
Shingle Roof 
Concrete Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 5 Tons 
Howe Truss 
Photographed Aug. 28, 1945, 9:45 A. M. 
East Portal 


One reason for the charm of Indiana’s wooden covered 
bridges is the varying moods about many of them. A striking 
example is to be found in Cedar Chapel Bridge. 

In the early morning light one may see the freshness of the 
dawn. Toward evening a reverence is felt as the sunlight filters 
through the leaves as if coming through the stained-glass windows 
of some great cathedral. This spot has been rightly named 
Cedar Chapel. 

Much romance has centered about the bridge as evidenced 
by the hearts and arrows carved on the timbers. Many persons 
whose names are found here have long since been forgotten. 

In close vicinity to the bridge is a swimming hole which has 
served five generations. Nearby is a large barn which was built 
more than 100 years ago. The north half of the roof is still 
covered with hand-shaved oak shingles. 
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LIBERTY MILLS BRIDGE 


Eel River Gmr) Wabash County 


At 
LIBERTY MILLS 


Built 1873 by Smith Bridge Company 
Length 175’ plus 9’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 16’ 
Shingle Roof 
Concrete Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 5 Tons 
Smith Patent Truss 
Photographed Aug. 27, 1945, 3:15 P. M. 
West Portal 


This old mill town was laid out in 1837 by John Comstock. 
According to Dave Wolfe caretaker of the city park at North 
Manchester, Judge Comstock settled at Liberty Mills and built 
a gristmill. 

The county was formally opened to white settlers in 1826 
by a treaty with the Miami Indians. This pact was signed at 
Paradise Spring, being known to the Indians as Kin Com A Ong. 

Many advertisements have been posted on the walls of 
covered bridges. Some have set forth the virtues of medicines 
for both man and beast, but this old span makes known a loan 
service. Painted in the Liberty Mills Bridge is this notice, “Flax 
seed loaned without interest.—Banks.”’ 

Many towns such as this one have sprung up around a water- 
powered mill, and quite a number have continued their growth 
even after the cause was removed. Some great cities trace their 
history back to a humble beginning. 
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NORTH MANCHESTER BRIDGE 


Eel River (ck) Wabash County 


S. edge of 
NORTH MANCHESTER 
on State Route 113 


Built 1872 by Smith Bridge Company 
Length 150’ plus 12’ overhang at each end 
Roadway: Width 18’, Height 12’ 
Walkway: Width 5’, Height 8’ 
Shingle Roof 
Concrete Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 2 Tons 
Smith Patent Truss 
Photographed June 22, 1948, 7:55 A. M. 
East Side 


This covered bridge is one of a group of four still remaining 
on Eel River (north). There is another river by the same name 
located in the west-central part of the state. 

According to W. E. Billings, the North Manchester Bridge 
was built by the Smith Bridge Company of Toledo, Ohio, at a 
cost of $3515. This price did not include the cost of the abut- 
ments. The walkway was added later and is the only one of this 
type now in use in Indiana. 

For the last two years Mr. Billings has sent out some very 
unique Christmas cards. They not only feature a picture of an 
old bridge but also give a brief history of it. 

North Manchester was platted in 1836 by Peter Ogan and 
William Neff. Carl W. Hall, Dean of Manchester College, relates 
that the school’s athletic field was built on the site of a former 
Indian village. The site was no doubt selected because of its 
strategic location at the bend in the river. 
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LAKETON BRIDGE 


Eel River (bm) Wabash County 


At 
LAKETON 


Built 1874 by Smith Bridge Company 
Length 165’ plus 12’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 14 
Shingle Roof 
Concrete Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 8 Tons 
Smith Patent Truss 
Photographed Aug. 27, 1945, 2:15 P. M. 
South Portal 


The data about the old covered bridge are painted quite 
conspicuously on the portal of the structure. Doctor Daniels’ 
Colic Cure and Kendall’s Cure are both prominently advertised. 

In 1832, Hugh Hanna purchased the land from the govern- 
ment, which became the site of Laketon. Two years later, with 
the assistance of David Burr, Mr. Hanna laid out the town. 

Wabash County was formally organized on January 6, 1848, 
being a part of what is now Huntington County. It was so named 
because of its location on the Wabash River. The Treaty Spring 
marker was unveiled by Miss Janet Jones, a great, great-grand- 
daughter of Mr. Hanna who also founded the town of Wabash. 
This city had the honor of being the first metropolis in the world 
to be lighted with electricity. One of the original arc lamps is 
on display at the county courthouse. 
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ROANN BRIDGE 


Eel River (b) Wabash County 


N. edge of 
ROANN 


Built 1872 by Smith Bridge Company 
Length 288’ plus 12’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 18’ 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments and Pier 
Two Spans Load Limit 4 Tons 
Howe Truss 
Photographed Aug. 27, 1945, 1:30 P. M. 
West Portal 


Lovers have carved their initials in wooden covered bridges, 
and wedding parties of some of those happy couples have driven 
through those same portals. 

Fond greetings and sad farewells no doubt have been said 
within the walls of this faithful bridge. Many also have also taken 
their last earthly journey through Roann Bridge and now rest 
peacefully in the silent city nearby. 

As firm and solid as the day they were built, many wooden 
covered bridges stand as monuments to their builders. How few 
there are who regard them as such. May there still be some who 
will raise their voices and aid in the preservation of these old 
landmarks. Anything that can be done to save any of these his- 
toric spans would be greatly appreciated by other like-minded 
citizens. 
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DORA BRIDGE 


Salamonie River (dp) Wabash County 


E. edge of 
DORA 


Built 1871 by Mike Minnick and John Ferreo 
Length 156’ plus 1’ overhang at each end 
Width 18’ Height 12’-6” 
Shingle Roof 
Stone Abutments, Concrete Wings 
One Span Load Limit 4 Tons 
Smith Patent Truss 
Photographed June 21, 1948, 5:30 P. M. 
North Side 


There has been much variation in the dates given for the 
year the Dora Bridge was built. The year 1871 was given by 
Jerry Flora, of Lagro, Indiana. Mr. Flora also supplied the names 
of the builders. 

Just to the northwest of this span and extending westward 
from the river is the Salamonie River State Forest. Reforestation 
was started here about twelve years ago on land that was badly 
eroded. Trees are thinned out each year and sold as Christmas 
trees and thus another area of wasteland has been restored to 
usefulness. 

Lagro, the post office town nearest to Dora, was named in 
honor of the Indian chief, Les Gros. The old Indian village was 
platted by Daniel Sayer who settled here in 1832. 

Hanging Rock, located on the banks of the Wabash River 
about a mile east of Lagro, was once a favorite picnic spot. 
Steamboats were used to carry visitors to the Rock. 
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CUMBERLAND BRIDGE 


Mississinewa River (n) Grant County 


S.E. edge of 
MATTHEWS 


Built 1877 by William F. Parke 
Length 175’ plus 4’ overhang at each end 
Width 15’-6” Height 16’ 
Sheet Metal Roof 
Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 8 Tons 
Howe Truss 
Photographed June 23, 1948, 11:30 A. M. 
West Portal 


Richard Greene who writes for the Muncie Star relates that 
the covered span was named for a little settlement known as 
New Cumberland. Matthews was founded in 1895 and incorpor- 
ated in 1902 to include the village of New Cumberland. Matthews 
was a boom town during the natural gas era. According to 
Charles Baughes, a brick factory was located here as were 
twenty-three glass factories and twenty-one saloons. 

Cumberland Bridge was washed out by the 1913 flood and 
came to rest some distance downstream. The wandering bridge 
was put on rollers, taken back home and placed on the present 
abutments. The bridge is located at the old village which is 
southeast of Matthews proper. 

Taylor University, founded in 1846, is located at Upland just 
to the north of Matthews. A granite boulder on the campus was 
erected to the memory of Thaddeus C. Reade, who was president 
of the school from 1891 until 1902. 
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VERMONT BRIDGE 


Wild Cat Creek (bw) Howard County 
5.5 miles E. of 


KOKOMO 
then Right 0.2 mile 
Built 1875 
Length 98’ plus 8’ overhang, S. end; 11’ at N. end 
Width 13’-6” Height 13’ 


Shingle Roof 
Abutments: S. end Stone; N. end Concrete 
One Span Load Limit Not Given 
Smith Patent Truss 
Photographed Aug. 25, 1947, 8:45 A. M. 
North Portal 


Flood waters have damaged the roadway at the north end of 
the bridge necessitating the paving of this section with concrete. 
The abutment at that end of the span had to be replaced for the 
same reason. The sturdy bridge itself, however, has withstood 
the ravages of wind and rain. 

Towering above the landscape just to the north can be seen 
the Vermont elevator. There used to be a village there and 
thus the bridge got its name. 

The Smith homestead is located on the east side of the road 
just south of Vermont Bridge. The black walnut woodwork in 
this old home is exceptionally fine. 

South of here on Pumpkinville Pike can be seen a granite 
boulder erected in commemoration of the trial run of Elwood 
Haynes’ first automobile. The stone bears a bronze tablet upon 
which is a relief of the automobile. 
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ADAMS MILL BRIDGE 


Wild Cat Creek (gh) Carroll County 


0.8 mile E. of 
CUTLER 
then Left 0.7 mile 


Built 1873 
Length 138’ plus 10’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 12’ 
Sheet Metal Roof 
Concrete Abutments 
One Span Load Limit Not Given 
Howe Truss, Arches added later 
Photographed June 23, 1948, 8:45 A. M. 
South Portal 


The above bridge was placed in a setting lovely enough for 
a park. At this point Wild Cat Creek ripples over and between 
the boulders in the channel below. A beautiful grove of trees at 
the north end of the span makes an ideal spot for a picnic dinner. 
An oddity of the bridge is the curve in the roof. 

The Wild Cat Roller Mill is located just south of the bridge. 
It was built in 1845 by a Mr. Adams from Ohio. It is still oper- 
ated entirely by waterpower. One of the two water turbines, out 
for repairs, was to be seen lying beside the mill. The mill is now 
being operated by Dewey Sheets and Harry Gardner. 

On a tree near the mill a sign calls attention to local fame in 
these words, “Cutler, Down by the Old Mill Stream”. At a later 
date it was discovered that the marker had been removed. 
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CUTLER BRIDGE 


Wild Cat Creek (gg) Carroll County 


W. edge of 
CUTLER 


Built 1876 by Indianapolis Bridge Company 
Length 150’ plus 10’ overhang at each end 
Width 17’ Height 14’ 
Shingle Roof 
Stone Abutments 


One Span Load Limit One Ton 
Burr Arch 
Photographed Aug. 25, 1947, 12:30 P. M. 
South Side 


According to local residents, this is the second wooden 
covered bridge which has been built here. The original span was 
washed out in 1875. 

At present the bridge is in very poor condition and is posted 
with a one-ton load limit. The warning sign on the portal has re- 
cently been repainted. It reads as follows, ‘$10.00 Fine! ! for rid- 
ing or driving over this BRIDGE faster THAN a walk, or driving 
more than 20 head of cattle over it at one time. One half of the 
fine to the INFORMER”. 

Pools beneath covered bridges are favorite haunts of fine 
fish. Judging from the burned-out camp fires nearby, this bridge 
has been quite popular with local anglers. Just before this photo- 
graph was taken, one was seen fishing through the open side of 
the bridge. 
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LANCASTER BRIDGE 


Wild Cat Creek (gt) Carroll County 


0.6 mile E. of 
OWASCO 
then Left 0.5 mile 
Built 1870 
Length 133’ plus 6’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 12’-6” 


Shingle Roof 
Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit Not Given 
Howe Truss 
Photographed Aug. 25, 1947, 2:05 P. M. 
South Portal 


This weather-beaten covered bridge was named for an early 
settlement nearby which has long since ceased to exist. Quick- 
sand was encountered while the span was being built and it was 
necessary to put several layers of logs underneath the abutments. 

Charley Beard, who lives nearby, told about a hewn-log 
structure which served as a bridge prior to the present one. A 
tanyard was once in operation across the road from Mr. Beard’s 
home. He recalls the piles of hides and tanbark and remembers 
seeing the open soaking pits in operation. 

On September 25, 1923 A. H. Brewer and Son, of Delphi, 
set eighteen markers across Carroll County and thus marked the 
old Potawatomi Trail. This route was once used by General John 
Tipton when his men had charge of the deportation of this tribe to 
Kansas in 1838. Each monument bears some historical informa- 
tion concerning the spot marked. 
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PYRMONT BRIDGE 


Wild Cat Creek (hk) Carroll County 


0.6 mile S. of 
PYRMONT 


Built 1860 
Length 152’ plus 8’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 13’ 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 1 Ton 
Smith Patent Truss 
Photographed Aug. 25, 1947, 3:05 P. M. 
North Side 


The Pyrmont Bridge is not so safe as it was in its younger 
days. Plans are under way to relocate the road so it will follow 
along the creek, past Laurence Metzger’s house. The road would 
then cross the creek over a new bridge about two hundred yards 
below the present structure. 

Within the horseshoe bend of Wild Cat Creek, a short dis- 
tance downstream from the bridge, is the site of an Indian battle- 
field. Classes in history from various schools frequently come 
here for outdoor study. 

Near the bridge is an open shed where Mr. Metzger boils 
off his yearly batches of maple syrup. His equipment consists of 
the usual wood-burning furnace which is entirely covered by 
the pan in which the sap is boiled. In a good season his trees 
produce about seventy-five gallons of syrup. 
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CROWN POINT BRIDGE 


Fairground Gully (x-1) Lake County 
Within 
LAKE COUNTY FAIRGROUND 


Rebuilt 1933 

Length 85’ plus 10’ overhang at each end 

Width 16’ Height 14’ 
Shingle Roof 
Concrete Abutments 

One Span Load Limit Not Given 

Burr Arch 
Photographed Aug. 26, 1947, 8:50 A. M. 

North Portal 


The original site of this bridge was near Milroy, in Rush 
County, where it was built in 1878 by A. M. Kennedy and Sons. 
The span is now located in the Lake County Fairground at 
Crown Point, having been moved there in 1933. Not being sub- 
jected to heavy traffic, it should remain as a monument to its 
builder for many years to come. 

Just a few miles south of the fairground a marker has been 
erected to the memory of Jane A. H. Ball, Judge Harvey Ball, 
and their son, Reverend Timothy Ball. The Balls were the 
founders of the Lake County school system. The boulder also 
marks the site of the first school built in 1837 on their farm near 
Cedar Lake. The monument was erected by the Lake County 
Old Settlers and Historical Society, and was dedicated September 
hey ARSE 
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PINE CREEK BRIDGE 


Pine Creek (cu) Warren County 


On U. S. Route 41, 0.7 mile W. of 
ATTICA 
then Right 0.2 mile on State Route 55 


Built 1859 
Length 135’ plus 114’ overhang at each end 
Width 18’ Height 14’ 
Sheet Metal Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 

One Span Load Limit 1 Ton 
Howe Truss 

Photographed July 18, 1946, 3:15 P. M. 
South Portal 


Pine Creek Bridge is in Warren County even though it is 
indexed from Attica, a city in Fountain County. Warren County 
lies at the edge of the Grand Prairie and was at one time the 
home of the Kickapoos. 

According to a remark made by a highway workman, this 
bridge must be very old. When asked who built it the reply was, 
‘Noah built it”. A covered structure was once located over the 
Wabash River at Attica. It was demolished by a tornado in 1886. 
Eye witnesses reported that water was thrown two hundred feet 
into the air when the storm funnel struck. 

Famous mud baths of Mudlania are located at Kramer a 
few miles northwest of here. The resort is quite well known for 
its treatment of rheumatic ailments and ranks high among similar 
spas of the state. 

A beautiful waterfall is located near Williamsport where 
the stream plunges over a perpendicular rock. 
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ROB ROY BRIDGE 


Big Shawnee Creek (ka) Fountam County 


0.5 mile N. of 
ROB ROY 
on U. S. Route 41, then Left 0.2 mue 


Built 1860 
Length 120’ (No overhang) 
Width 15’-6” Height 13’ 
Sheet Metal Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 

One Span Load Limit Not uiven 
Howe Truss 

Photographed Aug. 26, 1947, 2:20 P. M. 
West Portal 


Most of the covered bridges are built with an overnang, im 
other words the roof extends beyond the end of the floor. This 
aids in keeping the floor dry and thus prevents the sills and 
flooring from rotting. Rob Roy Bridge was one covered span 
that was built without any overhang. 

How quickly the Indiana scenes can change. One can see 
mile-a-minute motor cars and trucks traveling over U. S. High- 
way 41 and in a few seconds drive onto this side road and through 
the covered bridge. 

A gravel pit is located near the east end of the bridge. Many 
tons of gravel have been removed and in the past much of it was 
used to keep the pikes in good shape. 

Bear Creek Canyon is another scenic spot of this county. 
It is located three miles west of Rob Roy. The famous Portland 
Arch is also nearby. 
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CADE’S MILL BRIDGE 


Coal Creek (en) Fountain County 


On State Route 34, 2.7 miles W. of 
VEEDERSBURG 
then Left 3.9 miles, then Left 0.4 mile 


Built 1854 by Captain White 
Length 150’ plus 4’ overhang at each end 
Width 15’-6” Height 13’ 
Sheet Metal Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 4 Tons 
Howe Truss 
Photographed July 18, 1946, 5:05 P. M. 
South Portal 


According to research by Charles Boggs, postmaster at 
Veedersburg, this covered bridge was built in 1854. For some 
now unknown reason an extensive job of repairing was made on 
the structure in 1858. Frank Grimes is reported to have been 
killed at that time. 

The bridge derived its name from Cade’s Mill, which was 
located nearby. The mill, built about 1840 by Captain White, was 
sold to a Mr. Van Dorn and later resold to Samuel Cade. The 
old mill was struck by lightning in 1936 and burned to the 
ground. Only the foundation now remains to mark the spot 
where early settlers discussed current events while reclining on 
sacks of corn. 

Veedersburg is noted for having one of the oldest brick 
kilns in western Indiana. It was here, in 1911, that the Veeders- 
burg Paver Company made the bricks for the Indianapolis 
Motor Speedway. 
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DELP BRIDGE 


Sugar Mill Creek (su) Parke County 


1.3 miles W. of 
GRANGE CORNER 


Built 1899 by J. J. Daniels 
Length 113’ plus 10’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 13’ 
Sheet Metal Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit Not Given 
Burr Arch 
Photographed Aug. 27, 1947, 10:00 A. M. 
West Portal 


Delp Bridge is directly west of the community known as 
Grange Corner, and north of the state park at Turkey Run. The 
settlement was so named because a large number of the early 
residents were members of the Grange. 

Although not large, Grange Corner has a modern school 
building, and busses provide transportation for the children liv- 
ing in the surrounding territory. 

This section, like Turkey Run Park, is rather heavily wooded. 
It does not have park protection but there are still some fine 
Indiana trees to be found here. 

Serious floods are rather uncommon in such regions be- 
cause a forest is nature’s own means of controlling such disasters. 
It is definitely known that one large oak or beech tree will evap- 
orate as much as ten gallons of water during a twenty-four hour 
period. 
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WALLACE BRIDGE 


Sugar Mill Creek (ck) Fountain County 


S.E. edge of 
WALLACE 


Built 1871 
Length 81’ (No overhang) 
Width 11’-6” Height 16’ 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 2 Tons 
Howe Truss 
Photographed Aug. 26, 1947, 3:40 P. M. 
South Side 


According to James W. Grimes, this covered bridge was 
built in 1871. It will be noted from the photograph that the span 
is very narrow and rather high. The type of construction is 
similar to that used in railroad covered bridges. 

The channel of Sugar Mill Creek has gradually been chang- 
ing and cutting away at the west approach to the bridge. The 
west abutment has thus been weakened by recent freshets and 
thus the posted load limit has been set at two tons. 

_ Wallace was laid out in 1832 and was first named Jackson- 
ville. A notation in a private diary states that the first well was 
dug the following year. 

The post office was established here in 1841. Because there 
was already an Indiana post office named Jacksonville, it was 
necessary to change the name of the community to Wallace. 
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DEER’S MILL BRIDGE 


Sugar Creek (x-1) Montgomery County 
On State Route 234, at 
BLUFF MILLS 


Built 1878 by J. J. Daniels 
Length 275’ plus 18’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 12’-6” 
Sheet Metal Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments and Pier 
Two Spans Load Limit 3 Tons 
Burr Arch 
Photographed July 17, 1947, 5:00 P. M. 
South Portal 


Deer’s Mill Bridge derived its name from the flour mill and 
the woolen mills which were located here. Jesse Clore stated 
that the ancestral name of his mother was Deer. 

This section of Sugar Creek is sometimes referred to as the 
Shades of Death. The Shades Park is located just a short dis- 
tance downstream from the covered bridge. It has recently been 
taken over by the state and is now a state park. Much fine 
timber is located here and some sections are still inaccessible to 
tourists. 

Montgomery County was named in honor of General Richard 
Montgomery, a native of Ireland. This county, one of the richest 
agricultural areas of the state, was the home of Caleb Mills. It 
was Mr. Mills who founded the Indianapolis public school system. 
William Oldfield, his wife, and child settled in the county in 
1817 and built a cabin near the mouth of the small stream which 
now bears his name. 
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YOUNTSVILLE BRIDGE 


Sugar Creek (hm) Montgomery County 


0.4 mile E. of 
YOUNTSVILLE 
on State Route 32 


Built 1854 by Henry Wolf 
Length 160’ plus 11’ overhang at each end 
Each Roadway: Width 12’; Height 10’-6” 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 2 Tons 
Burr Arch 
Photographed Oct. 12, 1947, 9:00 A. M. 
East Portal 


This faithful old bridge has just about come to the end of 
its days. A concrete span is now being erected along the south 
side of the old one. The new structure is much higher than the 
wooden one and is also in direct line with the highway improve- 
ments which are now being made. 

According to Jesse Clore, Yountsville was once famous 
for its manufacturing of woolen goods. The covered bridge was 
a valuable asset to the mill, making it more accessible from 
Crawfordsville. 

Yountsville Bridge has been in its original location longer 
than any other covered bridge now in use. The span at Brown 
County State Park is older, but it got a new lease on life when 
it was moved there and rebuilt. The span at Yountsville is also 
the highest such structure in the state. It is approximately forty 
feet from creek bed to bridge floor. 
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DARLINGTON BRIDGE 


Sugar Creek (ce) Montgomery County 


0.6 mile W. of 
DARLINGTON 


Built 1868 by Joseph Kress 
Length 166’ plus 7’ overhang at each end 
Width 17’ Height 13’ 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments and Pier (concrete veneer) 
Two Spans Load Limit Not Given 
Howe Truss 
Photographed July 15, 1947, 12:20 P. M. 
West Side 


As the land north and west of Darlington became more 
thickly populated there was a need for a bridge over Sugar 
Creek. Crossing the creek was possible only during good weather, 
and when the water was shallow enough for fording. 

The citizens made donations toward a new bridge, and on 
April 15, 1866, $1,585 was turned over to the county commis- 
sioners. The site was selected on June 13 of the same year. 

Each year, hundreds of people came to view the bridge 
and picturesque old mill that stood nearby. Both mill and bridge 
had been sketched by many artists who would sit on the bank 
while making their pictures, placing both on a single canvas. 

The old mill is gone, but the well-kept bridge remains. With 
continued care by Karl Laurimore, the county engineer, the old 
bridge should remain in service for many years. 
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CICERO BRIDGE 


Little Cicero Creek (bs) Hamilton County 


W. edge of 
CICERO 


Built 1881 by Josiah Durfee & Co. 
Length 142’ plus 9’ overhang at each end 
Width 15’ Height 13’ 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments and Pier 
Two Spans Load Limit 3 Tons 
Howe Truss 
Photographed Nov. 23, 1945, 11:45 A. M. 
West Portal 


Skid marks in the snow show where an auto skidded off 
the road but was saved from serious damage by a utilities pole 
at the side of the highway. Unlike old dobbin, the car needed 
additional help in order to get back on the road. 

The surrounding territory abounds in Indian stories and 
legends, and the town itself was named for a Delaware chief. A 
monument to Chief Straw, of the Delawares, is located at Straw- 
town, three miles east of Cicero. The memorial is made of cobble- 
stones and concrete and is surmounted by the figure of an Indian 
chieftain. The marker was erected by Otto Stage and his son, 
who owned the ground on which it stands. 

Just south of Cicero, two adjoining parcels of land are owned 
by Jacob Bell and Ida Tone. Other nearby county neighbors are 
Lucy Dunn and William Gunn; H. A. Goodnight and J. M. 
Ackenback. 
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POTTER’S BRIDGE 


W. Fk., White River (fm) Hamilton County 


2.0 miles N. of 
NOBLESVILLE 
on State Route 37, then just Left 


Built 1871 by Josiah Durfee & Co. 
Remodelled 1937 by Vernon & Wiles 
Length 259’ plus 3’ overhang at each end 
Width 18’ Height 13’ 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments and Pier 
Two Spans Load Limit 6 Tons 
Howe Truss 
Photographed Nov. 23, 1945, 10:30 A. M. 
East Portal 


In the bygone days, wooden covered bridges afforded shel- 
ter to the traveler, both from winter’s icy fingers and summer’s 
sweltering heat. This photograph was made during a snowstorm, 
and the author sought the protection of the bridge while writing 
up notes about the structure. 

Date of construction and other vital data were found on 
the cobblestone and concrete monuments located at the east end 
of the span. Much credit is due Roy D. Horney, county engineer, 
for his help in protecting this fine old landmark. 

State Road 13, as it was shown on a 1933 county map, 
crossed to the west side of White River here at the covered 
bridge, followed north along the stream, and then recrossed to 
the east side again at Clair, about two miles upstream. State 
Road 37, as it is now known, was relocated recently, so that the 
entire section between Noblesville and Strawtown is entirely 
on the east side of the river. 
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ELLER-HEADY BRIDGE 


W. Fk., White River (kh) Hamilton County 


2.7 miles W. of 
FISHERS 


Built 1870 by Josiah Durfee & Co. 
Length 305’ plus 3’ overhang at each end 
Width 17’-8” Height 13’ 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments and Pier 
Two Spans Load Limit 3 Tons 
Howe Truss 
Photographed Nov. 23, 1945, 2:30 P. M. 
North Portal 


According to Mrs. Nettie Kellam, this bridge was built by 
Josiah Durfee and Company. It was named for Joseph Eller, who 
was the original owner of the land nearby. The Eller heirs still 
reside here. 

John H. Talge, who lives about a mile west of the bridge, 
erected an Indian monument on his farm and dedicated it to the 
Delaware Indians. It is thought that one of their burial mounds 
is located here. 

The Conner monument is located on the Indianapolis Road 
just east of Eller Bridge. The marker was erected on the old 
Conner farm, one fourth mile east of the spot where the first 
brick house was built in central Indiana. William Conner, first 
settler in Hamilton County, established a fur trading post here 
in 1801. William’s brother John was the founder of Connersville. 
This marker also indicated the spot where the commissioners met 
to choose a site for the state capital. 
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MUD CREEK BRIDGE 


Mud Creek (brd) Marion County 


On State Route 534, 2.7 miles S. of 
CASTLETON 
then Left 1.9 miles on Fall Creek Road 


Built 1882 by A. M. Kennedy & Sons 
Length 56’ plus 7’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 13’ 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 5 Tons 
Howe Truss 
Photographed Aug. 24, 1947, 4:40 P. M. 
West Portal 


This covered span has often been erroneously indexed as 
crossing Fall Creek. The official Marion County map shows the 
road crossing Mud Creek. There was a Kennedy bridge over 
Fall Creek, but that structure was removed in 1942 when the 
dam was built for the Geist reservoir. 

The county has had several covered bridges, two of which 
were destroyed by fire. The one over Big Eagle Creek at 10th 
Street burned in 1925, and a similar structure over Williams 
Creek at 75th Street met the same fate in 1935. 

Indianapolis has had many “firsts”. One such honor came 
when the first union depot in the world was built here in 1853. 
George Pogue was said to have been the first settler in Indian- 
apolis and was the last to have been killed by the Indians. It is also 
said that early in April of 1831, the Robert Hanna was the first 
and only steamboat to navigate this far north on the White River. 
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INDIAN LAKE BRIDGE 


Indian Creek (bre) Marion County 


E. end of 
INDIAN LAKE 


Built 1899 by J. D. Torr & Co. 
Length 84’ plus 9’ overhang at each end 
Width 15’-6” Height 11’ 
Shingle Roof 
Concrete Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 3 Tons 
Howe Truss 
Photographed Apr. 23, 1948, 10:15 A. M. 
East Portal 


This covered bridge is located on Indian Lake Road at the 
upper end of Indian Lake. The west end of this road connects 
with Fall Creek Road near the northern tip of Fort Benjamin 
Harrison. Indian Lake Road junctions with Sunnyside Road 
just east of the bridge. Many fine fishing spots are located near 
here and from the photograph it can be seen that the bridge is 
quite popular. 

In 1942, the Roberts Bridge just north of here was torn 
down when the Geist Reservoir dam was built. The span was 
built by the Kennedys in 1881-’82 at a cost of $8710. 

The Marion County Tuberculosis Sanatorium is located be- 
tween Indian Lake and Oaklandon. The road derived its name 
from the hospital, which was named Sunnyside by James Whit- 
comb Riley. 
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SMITH BRIDGE 


Big Flat Rock River (fk) Rush County 
0.2 mile E. on 3rd St., 
RUSHVILLE 
then Left 2.0 miles, then Right 0.4 mile 
Built 1877 by A. M. Kennedy & Sons 
Length 124 plus 8’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 13’-6” 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 


One Span Load Limit 5 Tons 
Burr Arch 
Photographed Sept. 27, 1947, 2:10 P. M. 
South Side 


The history of Rush County contains many stories of covered 
bridges and water-powered mills. More than two dozen such 
mills have been located on Flat Rock River. The Ruben Mills 
and distillery were located on Ben Davis Creek near its junction 
with the river. Nothing now remains of either of these enter- 
prises. 

Sawmills operated by water power were also quite numerous 
in Rush County. One such was the Hinchman Mill, also located 
on Ben Davis, just east of the Roland Mill. The Nipp Mill, built 
on the Oliver Norris farm in 1838, also had a very prosperous 
career. 

Just a few years ago, a local couple passed into eternity 
while in this covered bridge. Having been refused permission to 
be united in marriage, they chose to be united in death. They 
had suffocated from monoxide fumes. 
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NORRIS FORD BRIDGE 


Big Flat Rock River (ft) Rush County 


0.2 mile E. on 3rd St., 
RUSHVILLE 
then Left 3.6 miles, then Right 0.6 mile 


Built 1916 by Emmett L. Kennedy 
Length 154’ plus 8’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 14’ 
Shingle Roof 
Concrete Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 5 Tons 
Burr Arch 
Photographed June 4, 1944, 12:15 P. M. 
North Side 


This ford was a popular soaking-place in the horse-and- 
buggy days. Farmers from miles around would come here and 
park their wagons and buggies in the shallow water in order to 
tighten up the wheels. The Norris farm is located nearby, and 
thus the bridge derived its name. 

Mel Smelser built a grinding mill near here in 1833, and 
some years later a distillery and a new mill were added to his 
thriving enterprise. The community which grew up around the 
mills was known as Smelser’s Mill. A grocery and a post office 
were located here, but, like the town, both have long since passed 
away. 

The building of a railroad to the east of this settlement no 
doubt caused the rise of Ging and the demise of the mill town. 
History is always in the making, and the covered bridge has faith- 
fully fulfilled its responsibility in the march of time. 
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RALEIGH BRIDGE 


Big Flat Rock River (ca) Rush County 


At 
RALEIGH 


Built 1882 by A. M. Kennedy & Sons 
Length 105’ plus 9’ overhang at each end 
Roadway: Width 16’, Height 13’-6” 
Walkway: (South Side) 4’ wide 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 


One Span Load Limit 5 Tons 
Burr Arch 
Photographed June 4, 1944, 11:30 A. M. 
South Side 


Although the walkway on this span seems to be of a different 
vintage than the bridge proper, both were built at the same time 
according to the report from Karl Kennedy. An old post card 
dated in 1908 showed a walkway at that time. Fence wire has 
been used to replace the original posts and railing. 

Raleigh was named for the North Carolina home town of 
William Beard, one of the early settlers. A bronze tablet on a 
native boulder commemorates the founding of the first consoli- 
dated school in Indiana. It was built in 1876 on the site of the 
present Washington Township School. Appropriate ceremonies 
were held when the monument was unveiled July 8, 1928. 

A monument to a mudhole marks the “Forty Mile Spot” 
on the National Road just north of Raleigh. Many wrecks oc- 
curred there in the days of stagecoach and wagon travel. 
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LONGWOOD BRIDGE 


Williams Creek (bw) Fayette County 


On State Route 44, 4.2 miles E. of 
GLENWOOD 
then Left 2.5 miles, then Left 0.5 mile 


Built 1884 by Kennedy Brothers 
Length 92’ plus 8’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 13’-6” 
Sheet Metal Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit Not Given 
Burr Arch 
Photographed Sept. 16, 1945, 3:15 P. M. 
East Portal 


This covered bridge was built just a short distance west of 
the Longwood station of the B. & O. Railroad. Another covered 
span, also across Williams Creek, was located about two miles 
south of the Longwood Bridge. It was known as the Bunker 
Hill Bridge and was torn down about thirteen years ago when 
State Route 44 was rebuilt. 

A traction line which was built from Connersville to In- 
dianapolis in 1902 passed near the Longwood Bridge. The line 
was abandoned in 1930. 

According to Mrs. Charles W. Martin, Wendell Wilkie’s fa- 
ther-in-law was one of the contractors for the concrete arch over 
Williams Creek. For many weeks Phil Wilk and the other work- 
men boarded and roomed with Mrs. Martin. In addition to her 
other housework and cooking she found time to become the 
Hoosier Butter Queen, having churned and sold an average 
of a ton of butter a year for thirty-five years. 
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BROWNSVILLE BRIDGE 


E. Fk., Whitewater River (ag) Union County 


West edge of 
BROWNSVILLE 


Length 166’ plus 8’ overhang at each end 
Width 15’-6” Height 15’-6” 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments and Wingwalls 
One Span Load Limit Not Given 
Long Truss 
Photographed Nov. 7, 1948, 2:55 P. M. 
South Side 


In days gone by this bridge was no doubt the billposters’ 
paradise. It is the only covered bridge remaining in Indiana 
which has the lower half of the trusses boxed in along the entire 
length of the bridge. 

The approach to the west end is in the form of a viaduct 
or causeway. It appears to be of later construction than the 
bridge, but the exact date is not known. 

Brownsville was the county seat of Union County from Jan- 
uary 1, 1821, until 1823. At that time the main road from Liberty 
to Connersville passed through the village. Route 44, as built in 
1934, passes two miles south of Brownsville and reduces by half 
the former distance. 

Joaquin Miller, the “Poet of the Sierras”, was born on 
November 10, 1841, just a few miles east of this community. A 
monument has been erected on the west side of U. S. Highway 27, 
a half mile west of his birthplace. 
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DUNLAPSVILLE BRIDGE 


E. Fk., Whitewater River (dm) Union County 


0.4 mile S.E. of 
DUNLAPSVILLE 
then Left 0.2 mile 


Built 1870 by Archibald M. Kennedy 
Length 315’ plus 7’ overhang at each end 
Width 16’ Height 14’ 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments and Pier 
Two Spans Load Limit 7 Tons 
Burr Arch 
Photographed Mar. 13, 1948, 3:50 P. M. 
South Side 


Dunlapsville Bridge has the distinction of being the first one 
built by the Kennedy family. It was erected by Archibald 
Kennedy before any of the other members began their careers. 

Just a short distance southwest of the old span, near Quaker- 
town, is the site of the former Cockefair Mill. This was reputed 
to have been the first woolen mill built west of the Allegheny 
Mountains. At one time it was the most famous mill of its kind 
in the country. Its fame was attested to by the fact that the 
building was transplanted to Henry Ford’s Pioneer Village at 
Dearborn, Michigan. 

According to a map plotted with early boundary lines, the 
Greenville Treaty Line passes through this covered bridge. The 
treaty fixed the Ohio and Indiana boundary of August 1799. 
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COLLEGE CORNER BRIDGE 


Four Mile Creek (ck-c) Union County 


0.3 mile N. of 
COLLEGE CORNER 


Built 1893 
Length 108’ plus 6’ overhang at each end 
Width 15’-6” Height 13’-6” 
Shingle Roof 
Cut Stone Abutments 
One Span Load Limit 7 Tons 
Childs Patent Truss 
Photographed Sept. 20, 1942, 4:45 P. M. 
South Portal 


This is the covered bridge which the Indiana Historical 
Society lists as the half-bridge. It is located on the Indiana-Ohio 
line, half of the span being in Indiana and half in Ohio. The type 
of truss used is found in no other Indiana covered bridge, al- 
though it is quite widely used in Preble County, Ohio. Type 
identified by Eugene Bock. 

At one time the author taught Industrial Arts at College 
Corner. The school building is located on the state line just a 
short distance south of the old bridge. The Ohio half of the 
community is located in two Ohio counties. In summing up the 
situation, one finds that the town is in two states and three 
counties. It was necessary to have both Indiana and Ohio licenses 
in order to teach there. 

Returning from the Byways of Indiana may pleasant mem- 
ories linger on as you pause for 
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= REFLECTIONS 


PORTALS 


RRR GE. 


3 


JACKSON BRIDGE VINE STREET BRIDGE 
Parke County (ps) Shelby County (kt) 


CROWN POINT BRIDGE 
Lake County (x-1) 
Please note the stars in scrolls 


202 


PORTALS 


BROWNSVILLE BRIDGE 
Union County (ag) 


COVER BRIDGE 
Wells County (bu) 
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PORTALS 


WHITE RIVER BRIDGE 
Marion County (awa) 


BUSCHING BRIDGE 
Ripley County (cp) 
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MILL DAM 
Parke County (bt) 


“PICTURE WINDOW” 
Parke County (bt) 
205 


PRIVATE BRIDGE 
3 miles east of Marion, Grant County 


PRIVATE BRIDGE 
Just south of Bridge (dp), Franklin County 
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BRIDGE BARN 
Formerly crossed stream nearby, at Homer, Rush Co. 


WHITEWATER CANAL AQUEDUCT 
Metamora, Franklin County 
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TYPES OF TRUSSES 


BURR TRUSS, by E. L. Kennedy 
Vine Street Bridge, Shelby County (kt) 


2-Span BURR TRUSS, by A. M. Kennedy & Sons 
Old River Bridge, Greene County (gc) 
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TYPES OF TRUSSES 


3-Span BURR TRUSS, by J. J. Daniels 
Tunnelton Bridge, Lawrence County (ce) 


2-Span BURR TRUSS, by J. A. Britton 
Jeffries Ford Bridge, Parke County (be) 
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TYPES OF TRUSSES 


BURR TRUSS, by J. P. Van Fossen 
Conley’s Ford Bridge, Parke County (ba) 


BURR TRUSS, by Aaron Wolf 
Portland Mills Bridge, Parke County (kg) 
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TYPES OF TRUSSES 


CHILDS TRUSS 
College Corner Bridge, Union County (ck-c) 


POST TRUSS, by Robert Patterson 
Bell’s Ford Bridge, Jackson County (sc) 


yal 


TYPES OF TRUSSES 


HOWE TRUSS, by Philip Ensminger 
Purcell Bridge, Ripley County (fe) 


SMITH TRUSS, by McKay & Goshorn 
Cover Bridge, Wells County (bu) 
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TYPES OF TRUSSES 


LONG TRUSS 
Brownsville Bridge, Union County (ag) 


BURR TRUSS 207’ Single Span 
Jackson Bridge, Parke County (ps) 
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TYPES OF TRUSSES 


HOWE TRUSS, with arches added later 
Adams Mill Bridge, Carroll County (gh) 


BURR TRUSS, with poorly-formed arches 
Dooley Station Bridge, Parke County (mb) 
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TWO-LANE SPANS 


YOUNTSVILLE BRIDGE 
Montgomery County (hm) 


BROWN COUNTY PARK BRIDGE 
Brown County (ed) 
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BURR TRUSS ABUTMENT DETAIL 
Dunlapsville Bridge, Union County (dm) 


“CURE-ALLS” 
Yountsville Bridge, Montgomery County (hm) 
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Rodman Public Library 


215 E. Broadway 
Alliance, Ohio 44601 


